
Year 8 isolation work – half term 2 

Lesson 1: Assessment on the sanctity of life 

Lesson 2: LQ: Can I explain how suffering in the world can be used to argue God does not exist? 

1. Write down the date and copy the LQ above 

2. Watch this video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-suvkwNYSQo    - and answer this 

question in full sentences: What do you think Stephen Fry is trying to say in this video? 

3. Read through the problem of evil and suffering worksheet below (scroll down) and answer 

the following questions in FULL sentences 

 What is natural evil? Give three examples 

 What is moral evil? Give three examples  

 Why does evil and suffering cause problems for Christians? Give two detailed reasons 

4. Watch this video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlJwO664WLI  and answer this 

question in full sentences: How might the existence of evil and suffering lead some people 

to reject a belief in God? 

 

Lesson 3: LQ: Can I explain different religious responses to evil and suffering? 

1. Write down the date and copy the LQ above 

2. Imagine there was someone that you was in love with, but they didn’t know anything about 

you. Imagine I was a magician and I offered to make a potion that would make him/ her fall 

in love with you forever…What choice would you make? Decline my offer, wait and see 

what happens? Accept my offer? 

What would you do? Explain why.  

3. Write a sub title in your book – Christian ideas about evil. Watch this video -  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=christian+responses+problem+evil&&view=detail&

mid=83279199BC4AAD2E221C83279199BC4AAD2E221C&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos

%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dchristian%2Bresponses%2Bproblem%2Bevil%26FORM%3DHDRSC4 -  

and get bullet point Christian ideas about evil under your subtitle.  

4. Pick one of the tasks below to complete. Use the worksheet ‘responses to the problem of 

evil’ below (scroll down)  
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The problem of evil and suffering 
Various types of evil and suffering are evident in the world. This can cause problems for 

many Christians, as they believe in a loving, powerful and all-knowing God. 

Types of evil and suffering 

There are two types of evil and suffering: 

1. Moral evil and suffering – this is suffering caused by the actions of humans. Examples 

include acts of murder, and war. 

2. Natural evil and suffering – this is suffering that is caused by nature and has nothing to 

do with the actions of humans. Examples include earthquakes, floods, tsunamis and 

disease. 

 
One cause of human suffering is natural disasters, such as tornados 

How evil and suffering cause problems for religious belief 

The existence of evil and suffering is important because it can cause problems for Christians’ 

belief in God. God is described as all-loving, as stated in Psalms 103:8: The Lord is 

compassionate and gracious. Some Christians cannot believe that an omnibenevolent God 

would design a world full of natural evils. They find it easier to believe these are random acts 

of nature. 

Some Christians also find it hard to believe in an omnipotent God. They question why God 

would allow humans to cause so much evil and suffering if he had the power to stop them 

from doing so. 

Another problem relates to the idea that God is omniscient. This means God would have 

known about all the evil and suffering that would come from him creating the universe the 

way he did. Some Christians therefore wonder why he did not create the universe without this 

potential for evil and suffering. 

This suggests that, because evil and suffering clearly exist in the world, either God does not 

exist or he cannot be omnibenevolent, omnipotent and omniscient. 

Some religious people find that when they experience evil and suffering, it can present a 

challenge to their faith. They may reject religion as a result. 



Responses to the Problem of evil 

 

 

 

 

 
 

However, there are many possible responses to this problem that try to explain why, even with all the suffering 

and evil in the world, God still does exist... 

 

The Free will Defence (‘FWD’) 

• This is based on the idea that evil and suffering in the world is the result of human free will  
• Free will is the idea that we are FREE to make our own choices and decisions in life- our life is not planned 

out for us. Free will is important because if we didn’t have free will then we would be like robots that are 
pre-programmed.  

• Imagine living in a world where humans did not have free will, what would that be like? Would it be a 
perfect world where everyone was lovely and nothing bad ever happened? Or would it boring? Can we 
appreciate the good in life without having the bad too? 

• In order for us to be truly free, this must mean that there is the possibility of humans choosing to do bad. If 
God created us to never make bad choices, to never do things that might cause suffering, then we would 
not be truly free.  

• Some might ask- why can’t God just step in when things get really 
bad? Well, God can’t just step in and rescue us because God 
would then be taking away our genuine freewill 

• Why did God decide to give us freewill? Well, surely it is more 
meaningful and more special when people make the decision to 
believe in and love God and have a genuine relationships with 
God.  

• This allows us to FREELY choose to love God, and therefore have a 
genuine relationship with God 

• So, according to the free will defence, evil is a result of human action 
and God is not to blame... so God AND evil can both exist in the world.  

 

 

John Hick’s about ‘Soul-making’ 
 

o Hick says that evil does exist in the world, but there is a purpose to it. Evil and suffering in the world 
helps us to develop and become better people.  

o God is all loving and all powerful, and God deliberately created humans as imperfect or ‘unfinished’ 
so that humans could ‘grow’ by themselves. God allows evil and suffering to exist in the world 
because it helps us to grow. 

o Do you agree with this idea? Do you think it is true that in the long term, suffering does make people 
stronger? 

o Hick said that humans are created as ‘children of God’ and they are created with the potential to 
achieve perfection. God wanted humans to develop themselves (rather than creating them perfectly 
to begin with) because there is far more value to humans developing their own virtues and values 
through overcoming temptations and challenges, as opposed to this being ‘ready-made’.  

The problem of evil... 

Evil in the world is a problem, because it makes it much harder for some people to accept 
that there is a God. This is because people may ask questions such as; ‘Why doesn’t God stop 
the suffering in the world?’ and this leads some people to conclude that there perhaps isn’t a 
God... surely if God was real, God would do something about all the bad in the world.  

    



o If we had been created to automatically love God, we would be like robots and our love for God would be 
meaningless. So for this love to be genuine, God has to allow people to develop this themselves.  

o So, according to Hick, evil is essential to human development, and while God allows evil to existence, it is 
not a ‘problem’- both God and evil exist in the world.  

o God chose to create an imperfect world so humans had the chance of developing. This development 
comes from avoiding temptations to commit moral evil, dealing with the challenges that occur when 
others commit moral evil and coping with the suffering resulting from natural evil.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


