
Curriculum Overview: R.E 
 

Year 9 Autumn Term 

What are we learning? What knowledge, 
understanding and skills 
will we gain? 

What does excellence look 
like? 

What additional resources are available?  

1. What is suffering? 
2. Does suffering prove 

there is no god? 
3. How do Christians 

respond to problem of 
evil and suffering? 

4. Does Buddhism help 
prevent suffering? 

5. What can be done 
about evil and 
suffering? 

6. Year 9 assessment 
7. Feedback from the 

exam 

Knowledge: 
Students will delve into 
different religious 
responses to the problem 
of evil and suffering. They 
will be able to talk about 
different religions 
responses to Evil and 
Suffering and how this is 
similar and different.  
Understanding: 
Students will be able to 
understand that Evil and 
Suffering points to the 
absence of God for some 
people, however they will 
also understand that 
religious people believe 
that there is a valid reason 
for evil and suffering and 
that it does not stop the 
possibility of the existence 
of God.  
 

Students will be assessed in the 
main four areas.  

• Contribution towards 
classroom discussion and 
activities, including taking 
an active part in roleplays 
and debates with the class 
and in smaller groups. 

 

• To be able to structure 
answers in a coherent 
manner and be able to link 
factors together to judge 
importance. 

  

• Being able to show 
knowledge which 
demonstrates a clear 
understanding of events 
through fact tests and 
quizzes etc.  
 

• Students will be able to 
take part in the end of year 
exam which will include all 
of the topics they have 
undertaken this year.  

PowerPoints are available from your teacher.  
 
Textbooks can be borrowed from your teacher. 
 
Knowledge Organisers cover the key points of the topic and 
can be used to revise from once completed for homework.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zv93rwx/revision/5 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhmhgk7/revision/1 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zv93rwx/revision/5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhmhgk7/revision/1
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Year 9 Spring Term 1 and 2  

What are we learning?  

1. Can I identify what 
it is that makes a 
good religious 
leader? 

2. Can I describe who 
Jesus was and why 
he was so 
important? 

3. Can I explain why 
Jesus was a good 
leader? 

4. Assessment 
5. Can I describe who 

Guru Nanak was 
and why he was so 
important? 

6. Can I explain why 
Guru Nanak was a 
good leader? 

7. Can I evaluate what 
is the most 
important aspect of 
leadership? 

8. Feedback 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will we 
gain?  

Knowledge 

In the first half term, students will be studying the 
concept of leadership and then will apply this to 
Christianity specifically Jesus.  

In the second half term, students will be learning 
about leadership in Sikhism specifically Guru Nanak. 

In both religions students will be learning about who 
the leaders are and why they are significant in their 
specific religions.  

Understanding 

In the first half term, students will be able to 
understand the significance of Jesus in Christianity.  

In the second half term, students will be able to 
understand the significance of Guru Nanak in 
Sikhism.  

Skills  

At the end of the unit students will be expected to 
evaluate the important aspects of leadership, and 
they will need to decide which aspect is the most 
important.  This will develop students’ ability to 
justify their opinions using evidence and examples 
that they can explain. 

What does excellence look like?  

Students will be assessed in the four main areas 
explained below: 

• Contribution towards classroom discussion 
and activities, including taking an active part 
in role-plays and debates with the class and 
in smaller groups. 
 

• Ability to structure answers in a coherent 
manner and be able to give reasons to 
support your point of view. 
 

• Ability to evaluate aspects of leadership in 
more than one religion (Sikhism and 
Christianity) 

 

What additional resources are 
available?   

Students could use the internet to 
search for religious leaders specifically in 
Christianity and Sikhism.   Students could 
then write a short paragraph explaining 
which leader is the most significant. 
 
Some links to support students 
understanding: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/religious-education-ks3-a-z-
of-religion-and-beliefs-j-is-for-
jesus/zdgv47h 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z
v93rwx/revision/3 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z
sjpyrd/articles/zr86cqt 
 
 
Students should use their Knowledge 
Organiser to aid them with key 
terminology 
 
 
PowerPoints are available from your 
teacher. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-education-ks3-a-z-of-religion-and-beliefs-j-is-for-jesus/zdgv47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-education-ks3-a-z-of-religion-and-beliefs-j-is-for-jesus/zdgv47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-education-ks3-a-z-of-religion-and-beliefs-j-is-for-jesus/zdgv47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-education-ks3-a-z-of-religion-and-beliefs-j-is-for-jesus/zdgv47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zv93rwx/revision/3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zv93rwx/revision/3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsjpyrd/articles/zr86cqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsjpyrd/articles/zr86cqt
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Year 9 Summer Term 1 and 2  

What are we learning?  

1. Can I understand 
what the media is 
and how it 
influences people? 

2. Can I explain how 
religion is portrayed 
in the media? 

3. Can I describe how 
religious groups use 
the media? 

4. Can I decide 
whether the media 
should be free to 
criticise religious 
beliefs? 

5. Can I decide if 
religious groups 
should censor what 
is shown in the 
media? 

6. Assessment 
7. Feedback 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will we 
gain?  

Knowledge 

In the first half term, students will be discovering 
what the media is, the different types of media and 
how it portrays religious groups and practices.  

In the second half term, students will start 
considering whether religious groups should be able 
to censor certain ways religions are portrayed in the 
media. 

Understanding 

In the first half term, students will be able to 
understand the significance of the media and how it 
influences people (specifically religious).  

In the second half term, students will be able to 
understand the arguments for and against 
censorship. 

Skills  

At the end of the unit students will be expected to 
evaluate the importance of the media and the impact 
the media can have on religious groups. They should 
be able to come up with an opinion or make a 
decision about how religion should be portrayed in 
the media. 

What does excellence look like?  

Students will be assessed in the four main areas 
explained below: 

• Contribution towards classroom discussion 
and activities, including taking an active part 
in role-plays and debates with the class and 
in smaller groups. 
 

• Ability to structure answers in a coherent 
manner and be able to give reasons to 
support your point of view. 
 

• Ability to evaluate aspects of religious 
viewpoints and practices in the media 

 

What additional resources are 
available?   

Students could use the internet to 
search for religion in the media. There 
are many case studies they could look at 
e.g. films/books etc.   Students could 
then write a short paragraph explaining 
how religion is portrayed in the media. 
 
Some links to support students 
understanding: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z
cg9mp3/revision/4 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGj
LKGXz2ag 
 
 
 
Students should use their Knowledge 
Organiser to aid them with key 
terminology 
 
 
PowerPoints are available from your 
teacher. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcg9mp3/revision/4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcg9mp3/revision/4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGjLKGXz2ag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGjLKGXz2ag
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