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Year 9 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? 
 
Journeys: English Language Themed 
Unit 

 Comprehension skills: non-
fiction 

 Analytical skills: non-fiction 

 Comparison skills: non-fiction 

 Modern and Victorian texts 

 Poetry 

 Non-fiction writing 

 Creative writing 
 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 
Key Skills:  

AO1:  

• identify and interpret explicit and 

implicit information and ideas  

• select and synthesise evidence from 

different texts  

AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse 

how writers use language and structure 

to achieve effects and influence readers, 

using relevant subject terminology to 

support their views   

AO3: Compare writers’ ideas and 

perspectives, as well as how these are 

conveyed, across two or more texts 

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively 

and imaginatively, selecting and 

adapting tone, style and register for 

different forms, purposes and 

audiences. Organise information and 

ideas, using structural and grammatical 

features to support coherence and 

cohesion of texts  

AO6: Candidates must use a range of 

vocabulary and sentence structures for 

clarity, purpose and effect, with 

accurate spelling and punctuation. 

What does excellence look like? 
 

 Focused comprehension 
answers which show an 
understanding of the form of 
exam answers 

 Sensitive and insightful 
approaches to texts, clearly 
engaging with implied 
meanings, including 
explorations of irony and 
figurative language 

 Precise and deliberate use of 
sophisticated vocabulary, 
punctuation and sentence 
structures, showing a sensitive 
understanding of audience 

 

What additional resources are 
available?  
 
CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 
Amazon and other sellers) 
 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 
KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 
KS3 English) 
 
New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English) 
 
AQA KS3 Study Guides 
 
AQA KS3 English Language: Year 9, 
Preparing for Paper 1 and Paper 2 
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Year 9 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? 
 
Dystopian Fiction: English Language 
Themed Unit 

 Comprehension skills: 

 Analytical skills 

 Narrative and descriptive 
writing 

  
 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 
Key Skills:  

AO1:  

• identify and interpret explicit and 

implicit information and ideas  

• select and synthesise evidence from 

different texts  

AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse 

how writers use language and structure 

to achieve effects and influence readers, 

using relevant subject terminology to 

support their views   

AO4: Evaluate texts critically and 

support this with appropriate textual 

references 

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively 

and imaginatively, selecting and 

adapting tone, style and register for 

different forms, purposes and 

audiences. Organise information and 

ideas, using structural and grammatical 

features to support coherence and 

cohesion of texts  

AO6: Candidates must use a range of 

vocabulary and sentence structures for 

clarity, purpose and effect, with 

accurate spelling and punctuation. 

What does excellence look like? 
 

 Focused comprehension 
answers which show an 
understanding of the form of 
exam answers 

 Sensitive, insightful and 
evaluative approaches to texts, 
clearly engaging with implied 
meanings, including 
explorations of allegory and 
figurative language 

 Precise and deliberate use of 
sophisticated vocabulary, 
punctuation and sentence 
structures, showing a sensitive 
understanding of audience 

 

What additional resources are 
available?  
 
CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 
Amazon and other sellers) 
 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 
KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 
KS3 English) 
 
New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English) 
 
AQA KS3 Study Guides 
 
AQA KS3 English Language: Year 9, 
Preparing for Paper 1 and Paper 2 
 

Key Stage 3 English Anthology: 
Dystopia Steve Eddy & Jane Sheldon, 
Hodder Education 
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Year 9 Spring 1 

What are we learning? 
 
A Woman in Black 
English Literature: Modern Novel 

 Reading for pleasure 

 Comprehension skills 

 Analytical skills  

 Evaluative skills 

 Understanding genre and 

context 

 To write clearly, using the 
appropriate style for exam 
writing 

 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 
Key Skills:  

AO1: Read, understand and respond to 

texts: 

 • maintain a critical style and develop 

an informed personal response 

 • use textual references, including 

quotations, to support and illustrate 

interpretations.  

AO2: Analyse the language, form and 

structure used by a writer to create 

meanings and effects, using relevant 

subject terminology where appropriate.  

AO3: Show understanding of the 

relationships between texts and the 

contexts in which they were written 

What does excellence look like? 
 

 Insightful understanding, 

showing sensitivity and depth 

 Precise understanding of style 

and genre 

 Sophisticated writing skills 

showing an understanding of 

essay writing 

 The use of relevant terminology 

purposefully and with precision 

 

What additional resources are 
available?  
 
CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 
Amazon and other sellers) 
 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 
KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 
KS3 English) 
 
New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English) 
 
AQA KS3 Study Guides 
 
Phillip Allan Curriculum Guide: A 
Woman in Black (Margaret Mulheran) 
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Year 9 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? 
 
Poetry Through the Ages 
 

 Reading for pleasure 

 Responding to texts 

 Analytical skills  

 Exploring contexts 

 To write clearly, using the 

appropriate style for exam 

writing 

 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 
 
AO1: Read, understand and respond to 

texts: 

 • maintain a critical style and develop 

an informed personal response 

 • use textual references, including 

quotations, to support and illustrate 

interpretations.  

AO2: Analyse the language, form and 

structure used by a writer to create 

meanings and effects, using relevant 

subject terminology where appropriate.  

AO3: Show understanding of the 
relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written 

What does excellence look like? 
 

 To be able to clearly and precisely 
comment on the ways in which 
writers use language and form, 
using the appropriate vocabulary. 

 To be able to sensitively appreciate 
the impact the context has on form 
and style 

 To structure ideas coherently in the 
form of an analytical essay 
 

What additional resources are 
available?  
 
BBC Bitesize  
 
CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 

Amazon and other sellers) 

 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 

KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 

KS3 English) 

 

New KS3 English Complete Study & 

Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 

English) 

 
 
AQA KS3 Study Guides 
 
New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English) 
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Year 9 Summer 1 

What are we learning? 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night Time (Mark Haddon) 
 

 Reading for pleasure 

 Comprehension skills 

 Analytical skills  

 Evaluative skills 

 Understanding genre and 

context 

 To write clearly, using the 

appropriate style for exam 

writing 

 
 
 

What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 
 
AO1: Read, understand and respond 
to texts insightfully, using evidence 
from the text 
AO2: Analyse a writer’s use of 
language and structure 
AO3: Show understanding and insight 
into the context and historical 
background of texts 
 

What does excellence look like? 
 

 To be able to give a developed 

personal response to characters 

and events clearly based in a 

thorough understanding of the 

text 

 To be able to use a wide range of 

subject vocabulary accurately 

 To be able to use and embed 

quotations in writing 

 To show a convincing 

understanding of characters 

through work in role  

 To be able to craft a developed 

essay, considering the structure 

both of analytical paragraphs 

used within this style of writing, 

as well as considering the shape 

of essays as a whole 

What additional resources are available?  
 
BBC Bitesize:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztbmycw 
 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for KS3 - 
Workbook (with answers) (CGP KS3 English) 
 
New KS3 English Complete Study & Practice 
(with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 English) 
 
AQA KS3 Study Guides 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night 
Time GCSE Student Guide (Jacqueline Bolton) 
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Year 9 Summer 2 

What are we learning? 
 
Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s 
 

 Reading for pleasure 

 Comprehension skills 

 Analytical skills  

 Evaluative skills 

 Understanding genre and 

context 

 To write clearly, using the 

appropriate style for exam 

writing 

 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 
 
(AO1) Read, understand and respond to 
texts:   
• maintain a critical style and develop 
an informed personal response, 
including the ability to differentiate 
between fact and opinion. 
• use textual references, including 
quotations, to support and illustrate 
interpretations.  
 
 AO2: Analyse the language, form and 
structure used by a writer to create 
meanings and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate.   
 
AO3: Show understanding of the 
relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written.  

What does excellence look like? 
 

 To be able to analyse how writers 
use language and structure to 
create a sense of character and 
build tension. 

 To be able to use a wide range of 
subject vocabulary accurately. 

 To be able to use and embed 
quotations in writing. 

  To show a convincing 
understanding of characters 
through work in role. 

  To research the contexts of the 
play, linking these contexts to 
specific passages 

 To be able to craft a developed 

essay, considering the structure 

both of analytical paragraphs used 

within this style of writing, as well 

as well considering the shape of 

essays as a whole 

What additional resources are 
available?  
 
CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 
Amazon and other sellers)  
  
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 
KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 
KS3 English)  
  
New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English)  
  
AQA KS3 Study Guides  
  
 

 


