
Curriculum Overview: R.E 

Year 8 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, 
understanding and skills 
will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. What do we know 
about Judaism? 

2. Who were Isaac 
and Abraham? 

3. Orthodox Judaism 
4. The importance of 

the Sabbath 
5. The importance of 

Jerusalem 
6. Hanukkah 
7. Anti-Semitism 

Knowledge: 
Students will gain 
knowledge about some of 
the key parts of Judaism 
including the foundations of 
Judaism along with the key 
celebration of Hanukkah 
Understanding: 
Students will be able to 
understand how beliefs in 
Judaism are shown in the 
Sabbath 
Skills  
Students will practice their 
ability to link religious 
beliefs to actions. They will 
also be able to understand 
the differences within 
cultures.  

Students will be assessed in the 
main four areas.  

 Contribution towards 
classroom discussion and 
activities, including taking an 
active part in role-plays and 
debates with the class and in 
smaller groups. 

 

 To be able to structure 
answers in a coherent manner 
and be able to link factors 
together to judge importance. 

  

 Being able to show knowledge 
which demonstrates a clear 
understanding of events 
through fact tests and quizzes 
etc.  
 

 Students will be able to explain 
how the Sabbath is important 
in Judaism  

 
 

PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox 
 
Textbooks can be borrowed from Mr Fox 
 
Knowledge Organisers cover the key points of the topic and can be used to 
revise from once completed for homework.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4hg9j6 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/sabbath.shtml 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4hg9j6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/sabbath.shtml


Curriculum Overview: R.E 

Year 8 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. What was life like in Pre-
War Germany? 

2. What was life like in 
Early Nazi Germany? 

3. How did 1935 change 
the lives of Jewish 
people in Germany? 

4. What was the final 
solution? 

5. How have Jewish 
philosophers responded 
to the Holocaust? 

6. How have Jewish 
philosophers responded 
to the Holocaust? 

7. Responses to the 
Holocaust assessment.  

Knowledge: 
Students will gain knowledge about life 
for Jewish people in Germany before the 
war and during the war. They will also 
gain an understanding of key changes in 
policy within Nazi Germany. 
Understanding: 
Students will be able to understand the 
different responses to the Holocaust from 
Jewish philosophers and the reasons for 
their beliefs. They will then be able to 
explain their thoughts and responses to 
the philosophers.   
Skills  
Students will use a range of skills within 
this unit. These will include: description, 
explanation and analysis.  

Students will be assessed in the main 
four areas.  

 Contribution towards classroom 
discussion and activities, including 
taking an active part in role-plays 
and debates with the class and in 
smaller groups. 

 

 To be able to structure answers in 
a coherent manner and be able to 
link factors together to judge 
importance. 

  

 Being able to show knowledge 
which demonstrates a clear 
understanding of events through 
fact tests and quizzes etc.  
 

 Students will be able to explain 
how philosophers responded to 
the Holocaust.  

PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox 
 
Textbooks can be borrowed from Mr Fox 
 
Knowledge Organisers cover the key points of the 
topic and can be used to revise from once 
completed for homework.  
 
https://www.het.org.uk/ 
 
Using this website, students can click on the 
survivor stories tab and read testimonies from 
survivors of the Holocaust.   

 

https://www.het.org.uk/


Curriculum Overview: R.E 

Year 8 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. Is it ever right to fight? 
2. What does the Bible say about 

war? 
3. How do Buddhists respond to 

war? 
4. Was the dropping of the 

Atomic Bomb justified? 
5. Can peace defeat war? 
6. Feedback  

Knowledge: 
Students will be able to gain 
knowledge about different 
religious beliefs about war and 
whether it can ever be justified. 
They will learn what religious 
groups teach about war and the 
justification behind it.  
Understanding: 
Students will gain an 
understanding of the different 
viewpoints on the justification of 
war and use these to apply their 
thoughts to different contexts.  
 

Students will be assessed in the 
main four areas.  

 Contribution towards 
classroom discussion and 
activities, including taking an 
active part in role-plays and 
debates with the class and in 
smaller groups. 

 

 To be able to structure 
answers in a coherent manner 
and be able to link factors 
together to judge importance. 

  

 Being able to show knowledge 
which demonstrates a clear 
understanding of events 
through fact tests and quizzes 
etc.  
 

 Students will be able to 
explain whether they believe 
there can ever be a justified 
war.  

 

PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox 
 
Textbooks can be borrowed from Mr Fox 
 
Knowledge Organisers cover the key points of the topic 
and can be used to revise from once completed for 
homework.  
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/war/just/introduction.shtml 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/war/just/introduction.shtml


Curriculum Overview: R.E 

Year 8 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look 
like? 

What additional resources are available?  

1. What do Hindus 
believe about God? 

2. Key beliefs in 
Hinduism- Karma and 
rebirth 

3. Symbolism in 
Hinduism 

4. Different groups 
within Hinduism 

5. Assessment on Hindu 
beliefs 

6. Feedback and 
celebrations within 
Hinduism  

Knowledge: 
Students will gain knowledge about 
the key beliefs within Hinduism. 
Furthermore, they will begin to 
understand some of the diversity 
that exists within Hinduism. 
 
Understanding: 
Students will understand the key 
beliefs within Hinduism and how 
these key beliefs may impact daily 
life for Hindus in the UK and further 
afield.  
 

Students will be assessed in 
the main four areas.  

 Contribution towards 
classroom discussion and 
activities, including 
taking an active part in 
role-plays and debates 
with the class and in 
smaller groups. 

 

 To be able to structure 
answers in a coherent 
manner and be able to 
link factors together to 
judge importance. 

  

 Being able to show 
knowledge which 
demonstrates a clear 
understanding of events 
through fact test and 
quizzes etc.  

 Students will undertake 
an exam about the key 
beliefs in Hindusim.  

 
 

PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox 
 
Textbooks can be borrowed from Mr Fox 
 
Knowledge Organisers cover the key points of the topic and can be 
used to revise from once completed for homework.  
 
Students can also use and access the following websites: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh86n39/articles/zmpp92p 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z73d7ty 
 
https://www.reonline.org.uk/subject-knowledge/hinduism/ 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh86n39/articles/zmpp92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z73d7ty
https://www.reonline.org.uk/subject-knowledge/hinduism/


Curriculum Overview: R.E 

Year 8 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. The life of the Buddha 
2. Basic beliefs within 

Buddhism 
3. The Eightfold Path 
4. The Temple around the 

world 
5. Buddhist daily life and the 

moral code 
6. Assessment on the key 

beliefs in Buddhism. 

Knowledge: 
Students will gain knowledge about the 
key beliefs within Buddhism 
Furthermore, they will begin to 
understand some of the diversity that 
exists within Buddhism particularly 
within the context of the Temple.  
Understanding: 
Students will understand the key beliefs 
within Buddhism and how these key 
beliefs may impact daily life for 
Buddhists in the UK and further afield.  
 

Students will be assessed in the main 
four areas.  

 Contribution towards classroom 
discussion and activities, 
including taking an active part in 
roleplays and debates with the 
class and in smaller groups. 

 

 To be able to structure answers 
in a coherent manner and be 
able to link factors together to 
judge importance. 

  

 Being able to show knowledge 
which demonstrates a clear 
understanding of events through 
fact tests and quizzes etc.  
 

 Students will undertake an exam 
about the key beliefs in 
Buddhism.  

PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox 
 
Textbooks can be borrowed from Mr Fox 
 
Knowledge Organisers cover the key points of the 
topic and can be used to revise from once completed 
for homework.  
 
Students can also use and access the following 
websites: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrj6 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znkxpv4 
 
https://www.reonline.org.uk/subject-
knowledge/buddhism/ 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znkxpv4
https://www.reonline.org.uk/subject-knowledge/buddhism/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/subject-knowledge/buddhism/


Curriculum Overview: R.E 

Year 8 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look 
like? 

What additional resources are available?  

1. What is suffering? 
2. Does suffering prove there is 

no god? 
3. How do Christians respond 

to problem of evil and 
suffering? 

4. Does Buddhism help prevent 
suffering? 

5. What can be done about evil 
and suffering? 

6. Year 8 Exam 
7. Feedback from the exam 

Knowledge: 
Students will delve into different 
religious responses to the problem 
of evil and suffering. They will be 
able to talk about different religions 
responses to Evil and Suffering and 
how this is similar and different.  
Understanding: 
Students will be able to understand 
that Evil and Suffering points to the 
absence of God for some people, 
however they will also understand 
that religious people believe that 
there is a valid reason for evil and 
suffering and that it does not stop 
the possibility of the existence of 
God.  
 

Students will be assessed in the 
main four areas.  

 Contribution towards 
classroom discussion and 
activities, including taking 
an active part in roleplays 
and debates with the class 
and in smaller groups. 

 

 To be able to structure 
answers in a coherent 
manner and be able to link 
factors together to judge 
importance. 

  

 Being able to show 
knowledge which 
demonstrates a clear 
understanding of events 
through fact tests and 
quizzes etc.  
 

 Students will be able to 
take part in the end of year 
exam which will include all 
of the topics they have 
undertaken this year.  

PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox 
 
Textbooks can be borrowed from Mr Fox 
 
Knowledge Organisers cover the key points of the topic and 
can be used to revise from once completed for homework.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zv93rwx/revision/5 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhmhgk7/revision/1 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zv93rwx/revision/5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhmhgk7/revision/1

