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Year 8 Music (Approx. 14-week cycle) 

What are we learning? 
 
 
Programme Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 8 Keyboard Studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

 

• Learning how to compose in 
response to an extra-musical 
stimulus (composing to a brief) 

• Understanding how to express and 
project a story through a musical 
medium 

• Consolidating knowledge of the 
musical elements and identifying 
how they are treated by different 
composers 

• Learning how music has been used 
to tell stories, from the symphonic 
poem through to contemporary film 
and computer game music  

• Learning to sing chordal harmony in 
two or three parts 
 

• Consolidating keyboard skills 
acquired in Year 7  

• Learning how to play more 
rhythmically adventurous pieces, 
including melodies containing 
dotted notes, changing metres and 
semiquaver runs 

• Expanding the range of the 
keyboard to include changing hand 
positions and the addition of a left-
hand part 

• Singing studies: continuing to sing 
with a sense of ensemble, focusing 

What does excellence look like? 
 

 

• Creating a composition that is clear 
in its meaning, dramatic impact 
and adherence to the original brief 

• Making detailed use of the 
elements of music in the creation of 
a musically successful piece; 
drawing on the techniques and 
devices of famous composers to 
inform a response 

• Describing the development of 
musical storytelling using 
appropriate terminology, 
references to key repertoire and 
composer information 

• Confidently singing and maintaining 
a single line within a musical texture 

 

• Playing in time, from beginning to 
end, without hesitation or stopping 

• Beginning to play with a sense of 
phrasing and dynamic accuracy 

• Demonstrating an awareness of 
other parts within a musical texture  

• Demonstrating an ability to 
communicate creative ideas, listen 
to others with respect and work in 
small groups successfully 

• Making regular and important 
contributions to class debates and 
other activities 

What additional resources are 
available?  

 

• School library and wider reading  

• KS3 Music – BBC Bitesize: Music 
Theory 

• Pocket-sized revision guide KS3 
Music (Daydream Education) 

• Musictheory.net 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Working class vocabulary wall 

• Research assignments 

• Participation in school music 
ensembles 

• Private instrumental lessons (EMS) 

• ADLOM tracker 

• Classroom displays  

• YouTube online piano and string 
tutorials 

• Radio channels featuring orchestral 
music (e.g. BBCR3) 
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Second Year String Project 

on phrasing, accurate pitching and 
dynamic contrast 
 

• Developing instrumental techniques 
acquired in Year 7: including bow 
hold, posture and how to respond 
to articulation marks 

• Applying knowledge of stringed 
instruments to compose a piece for 
open strings 

• Developing understanding of staff 
notation and note duration 

• Continuing to build on rehearsal and 
ensemble communication skills 

• Learning how to direct a musical 
ensemble and the important role 
played by the conductor  

 
 

 
 
 

• Learning to observe subtleties of 
articulation and dynamics markings 
on a stringed instrument 

• Playing strictly in time and with an 
understanding of the layout of the 
score 

• Composing a short piece that makes 
good use of rhythmic and dynamic 
features and demonstrates an 
understanding of the open strings  
(and their notation) on the violin, 
viola and ‘cello 

• Learning to lead other musicians 
through strong communication 
skills, clear physical gestures 
(conducting in 4/4 and 3/4) and 
with a secure overview of the 
musical score 

• Meeting the success criteria for 

ADLOM* tasks. 

 
*Assessment for Developing Learning 

Opportunities in Music 
 

 


