
Curriculum Overview: History 
 

Year 8 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look 
like? 

What additional resources are available?  

1. What was the slave trade? 
2. What was slave raiding? 
3. What was the slave 

experience on the slave 
ships? 

4. Slave Auctions 
5. Life on the Plantations  
6. How important were the 

abolitionists? 
7. Why was slavery abolished? 
8. Why was slavery abolished? 

Assessment 
9. How did England change 

between 1750-1900? 
10. What were working 

conditions like in the 
Industrial Revolution? 

11. What was life like for 
children in the Industrial 
Revolution? 

Knowledge: 

 Living conditions in the 
Industrial Revolution 

 Changes in technology during 
the Industrial Period 

 Farming changes during the 
Industrial Period 

 Conditions for slaves 

 Experiences of slaves in the 
trans-Atlantic slave trade.  

Understanding: 
Students will be able to understand the 
experience of slaves who were 
transported in the Trans-Atlantic Slave 
Trade. They will also understand how 
the Industrial Revolution has shaped 
British identity today.  
Skills  

 Describing the key events of 
Historical events. 

 Explain the importance of 
Historical events.  

 Judging importance of 
historical events in reference 
to Historical enquiries which in 
this unit will be based on 2nd 
order concept of Causation.  

Students will be assessed in the 
main four areas.  
 

1. Contribution towards 
classroom discussion 
and activities, including 
taking an active part in 
roleplays and debates 
with the class and in 
smaller groups. 

 
2. To be able to structure 

answers in a coherent 
manner and be able to 
link factors together to 
judge importance.  

 
3. Being able to show 

knowledge which 
demonstrates a clear 
understanding of events 
through fact tests and 
quizzes etc.  

 
4. Students will be able to 

use the sources to tell 
them about an event or 
theme within the Slave 
Trade. 

Watch the series of Roots (with parental consent and 
supervision). 
 
Watch the Ted Ed series on ‘what too few books told 
you about the Slave Trade’: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NXC4Q_4JVg 
 
Visit the Museum of London Docklands in London and 
observe the London, Sugar and Slavery gallery: 
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-
london-docklands/permanent-galleries/london-sugar-
slavery 
 
Visit the Liverpool Museum and observe their Slavery 
exhibits and artefacts: 
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism/ 
 
 
Any PowerPoints and additional resources can be 
found from Mr Fox 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NXC4Q_4JVg
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands/permanent-galleries/london-sugar-slavery
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands/permanent-galleries/london-sugar-slavery
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london-docklands/permanent-galleries/london-sugar-slavery
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism/


Curriculum Overview: History 
 

Year 8 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. What were 
conditions like in 
Industrial towns? 

2. How did Farming 
change? 

3. Industrial Revolution 
Assessment 

4. How did the Empire 
get so big? 

5. What did the 
colonised and the 
colonisers think of 
each other? 

6. How did Britons 
benefit from moving 
to the colonies? 

7. Did the colonised 
benefit from the 
Empire? 

8. Why are there 
different 
interpretations? 

9. Sources of the 
Empire 

10. Assessment 
11. Feedback  

Knowledge: 

 Living conditions in the Industrial 
Revolution 

 Changes in technology during the 
Industrial Period 

 What life was like in the colonies 
of the British Empire 

 Attitudes of people living in the 
Colonies. 

 The different interpretations of 
the British Empire 

Understanding: 
Students will gain an understanding of 
how the Industrial Revolution and British 
Empire shaped British history. Whilst also 
being able to understand how the British 
Empire changed history in the colonies. 
They will also understand why this is a 
contemporary issue.  
Skills  

 Describing the key events of 
Historical events. 

 Explain the importance of 
Historical events.  

Judging importance of historical events in 
reference to Historical enquiries which in 
this unit will be based on 2nd order 
concept of Causation.  

 
Students will be assessed in four main 
areas:  
 

1. Students should contribute 
towards classroom discussions 
and vocally be able to 
describe how far things have 
changed over time.  

2. Students will develop their 
source skills to ensure that 
they can infer the information 
from a picture or written 
source. 

3. Students will also be able to 
look at sources and be able to 
explain why there are 
different interpretations of 
the same information. They 
will be able to explain how 
these are impacted by a wide 
range of factors. 

4. Students will be able to 
display their knowledge of the 
different areas of the topic in 
factual quizzes.  

Observe the online exhibit of the British 
Empire: http://www.kingscollections.org/exhibition
s/archives/empire/imperialism/britishempire 

Play around with the British Empire Exhibit 1924 on 
the British Museum 
website: http://britishlibrary.georeferencer.com/m
ap/MUUmtG4RsOMir7V7i2P2ie/201311061634-
K92kww/visualize 

A challenging story: A Passage to India, EM Forster 
(1924) 

A range of clips from the BBC on the 
Empire: https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/zs
np34j/resources/1 

Any PowerPoints and additional resources can be 
found from Mr Fox 

 

http://www.kingscollections.org/exhibitions/archives/empire/imperialism/britishempire
http://www.kingscollections.org/exhibitions/archives/empire/imperialism/britishempire
http://britishlibrary.georeferencer.com/map/MUUmtG4RsOMir7V7i2P2ie/201311061634-K92kww/visualize
http://britishlibrary.georeferencer.com/map/MUUmtG4RsOMir7V7i2P2ie/201311061634-K92kww/visualize
http://britishlibrary.georeferencer.com/map/MUUmtG4RsOMir7V7i2P2ie/201311061634-K92kww/visualize
https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/zsnp34j/resources/1
https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/zsnp34j/resources/1


Curriculum Overview: History 
 

Year 8 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. The Age of Revolution 
2. What was France like in 1789? 
3. Why did the French revolt? 
4. The changing nature of the 

revolution 
5. Was the French Revolution a 

success? 
6. Should the King be executed? 
7. Robespierre and the Reign of 

Terror? 
8. Napoleon’s rule 
9. What did the Revolution 

achieve? 

Knowledge: 

 Causes of the French 
Revolution 

 Events of the initial 
revolution 

 Changing nature of the 
revolution 

 Success of the revolution 

 Robespierre and the reign of 
terror 

 Napoleon and his rule 
Understanding: 
Students will gain an understanding 
of how the French Revolution 
changed European history. They will 
also understand about how these 
changed over time.   
Skills  

 Describing the key events of 
Historical events. 

 Explain the importance of 
Historical events.  

 Using sources to be able to 
explain Historical events 

 
Judging importance of historical 
events in reference to Historical 
enquiries which in this unit will be 
based on 2nd order concept of 
Causation and consequence.  

Students will be assessed in four 
main areas:  
 
1. Students should contribute 

towards classroom discussions 
and vocally be able to describe 
how far things have changed 
over time.  

2. Students will develop their 
source skills to ensure that they 
can infer the information from a 
picture or written source. 

3. Students will also be able to 
write an essay evaluating the 
different factors which caused 
the French Revolution. 

4. Students will be able to display 
their knowledge of the different 
areas of the topic in factual 
quizzes. 

Visit this website 
https://www.neok12.com/French-Revolution.htm 
 
Watch this documentary 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcAL7mHJBYg 
 
Visit the Museum of London French Revolution 
Exhibition 
 
Any PowerPoints and additional resources can be 
found from Mr Fox 

 

https://www.neok12.com/French-Revolution.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcAL7mHJBYg


Curriculum Overview: History 
 

Year 8 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look 
like? 

What additional resources are available?  

1. Was Russia modern? 
2. Was the Tsar fit to 

rule? 
3. Why did the Tsar 

abdicate? 
4. What was the main 

reason behind the 
abdication of the 
Tsar? 

5. Why was there 
another revolution? 

6. How did Lenin change 
Russia? 

7. How similar were the 
Russian and French 
Revolutions? 

8. Revolution 
Assessment 

Knowledge: 

 Causes of the Russian 
Revolution 

 Events of the initial 
revolution 

 Changing nature of the 
revolution 

 Success of the revolution 

 Lenin and the change of 
Russia 

 Comparison of the two 
revolutions 

Understanding: 
Students will gain an understanding 
of how the Russian Revolution 
changed European history. They will 
also understand about how these 
changed over time.   
Skills  

 Describing the key events 
of Historical events. 

 Explain the importance of 
Historical events.  

 Using sources to be able to 
explain Historical events 

 
Judging importance of historical 
events in reference to Historical 
enquiries which in this unit will be 
based on 2nd order concept of 
Causation and consequence. 

Students will be assessed in 
four main areas:  
 
1. Students should 

contribute towards 
classroom discussions 
and vocally be able to 
describe how far things 
have changed over time.  

2. Students will develop 
their source skills to 
ensure that they can 
infer the information 
from a picture or written 
source. 

3. Students will also be 
able to write an essay 
evaluating the different 
factors which caused the 
Russian Revolution. 

4. Students will be able to 
display their knowledge 
of the different areas of 
the topic in factual 
quizzes. 

Use this BBC Newsround article: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/41904621 
 
Use this BBC Bitesize article read and complete the quiz: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwfytyc/revision/3 
 
Read this article from History HIT: 
https://www.historyhit.com/facts-about-the-russian-revolution/ 
 
Read this article from National Geographic: 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/magazine/2017/09-
10/russian-revolution-history-lenin/ 
 
Use the IWM website to research the revolution: 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205133199 
 
Any PowerPoints and additional resources can be found from Mr 
Fox. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/41904621
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwfytyc/revision/3
https://www.historyhit.com/facts-about-the-russian-revolution/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/magazine/2017/09-10/russian-revolution-history-lenin/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/magazine/2017/09-10/russian-revolution-history-lenin/
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205133199


Curriculum Overview: History 
 

Year 8 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. What were the attitudes 
towards women? 

2. How did women campaign 
for the right to vote? 

3. Emily Davison- Accident or 
suicide? 

4. How did WW1 help 
women get the vote? 

5. How did Women get the 
vote? 

6. What was life like for 
Black Americans? 

7. Who was the most 
influential non-violent civil 
rights protestor? 

8. Was non-violent protest 
key to securing civil rights 
in America? 

9. Violence or peace- which 
was more effective? 

Knowledge: 

 What life was like in pre-war 
Britain for women 

 Actions of the Suffragettes 

 Actions of the Suffragists 

 What life was like for Black 
Americans 

 Actions of non-violent 
protestors 

 Actions of Malcolm X  
Understanding: 
Students will gain an understanding of 
how people have protested for equal 
and civil rights. They will begin to 
understand and make a judgement of 
whether peaceful or violent protest is 
the most important.    
Skills  

 Describing the key events of 
Historical events. 

 Explain the importance of 
Historical events.  

 Using sources to be able to 
explain Historical events 

 
Judging importance of historical events 
in reference to Historical enquiries 
which in this unit will be based on 2nd 
order concept of importance.  

Students will be assessed in four 
main areas:  
 
1. Students should contribute 

towards classroom discussions 
and vocally be able to describe 
how far things have changed 
over time.  

2. Students will develop their 
source skills to ensure that they 
can infer the information from a 
picture or written source. 

3. Students will also be able to 
write an essay evaluating 
whether peaceful or violent 
protest was the most important 
factor in securing rights.  

4. Students will be able to display 
their knowledge of the different 
areas of the topic in factual 
quizzes. 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/ge
neral-history/suffragettes-facts/ 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/20th_cen
tury/womens_suffrage/revision/1/ 
 
Watch the Suffragette film (2015) 
 
Listen to the ‘voices of the Civil Rights Movement’: 
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civilrights/exhibit.html 
 
Any PowerPoints and additional resources can be 
found from Mr Fox 

 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/suffragettes-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/suffragettes-facts/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/20th_century/womens_suffrage/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/history/20th_century/womens_suffrage/revision/1/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civilrights/exhibit.html


Curriculum Overview: History 
 

Year 8 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and skills 
will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available?  

1. What is the story of Migration in 
Britain? 

2. How did 1948 change migration? 
3. Why did people come from the 

Caribbean?  
4. What was life like for Migrants? 
5. What do the sources suggest about 

life? 
6. What was the summer of violence? 
7. What was the legacy of the Rivers of 

Blood speech? 
8. What is the legacy of the Windrush 

generation today? 
9. Year 8 Exam 
10. Year 8 Feedback from exam.  

Knowledge: 

 Migration to Britain throughout time 

 Windrush and the events of 1948 

 Summer of Violence, causes, events and 
consequences 

 The consequences of the Rivers of Blood 
speech 

 Legacy of the Windrush today.  
 
Understanding: 
Students will gain an understanding of what 
life was like for people who came to Britain 
during the Windrush generation. They will 
gain an understanding of what they faced 
and how they have made an impact on 
British society.     
Skills  

 Describing the key events of Historical 
events. 

 Explain the importance of Historical 
events.  

 Using sources to be able to explain 
Historical events 
 

Judging importance of historical events in 
reference to Historical enquiries which in 
this unit will be based on 2nd order concept 
of diversity.  

Students will be assessed in four 
main areas:  
 
1. Students should contribute 

towards classroom discussions 
and vocally be able to describe 
how far things have changed 
over time.  

2. Students will develop their 
source skills to ensure that they 
can infer the information from a 
picture or written source. 

3. Students will also be able to 
take part in an exam which will 
assess their ability to be able to 
analyse sources related to the 
topic of Migration. 

4. Students will be able to display 
their knowledge of the different 
areas of the topic in factual 
quizzes. 

Discuss Windrush scandal with your 
family 
 
Explore Windrushday.org.uk and 
Windrush70.com websites 
 
Read book “Small Island” by Andrea 
Levy 
 
Visit free Windrush exhibition in the 
British Library 
 
Visit Mac Birmingham’s “Beyond 
Windrush” season exhibitions 
 
Visit Migration Museum in London 
 
Visit 19 Princelet Street, Museum of 
Immigration and Diversity 
 
Any PowerPoints and additional 
resources can be found from Mr Fox 

 


