
Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 8 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. What is an extreme 
environment? 

2. What is the climate like 
in a desert? 

3. What plants and 
animals are there in 
deserts? 

4. Do people live in 
deserts? 

5. How are deserts under 
threat? 

6. What is the climate like 
in polar regions? 

7. What animals exist in 
polar regions? 

8. Do people live in polar 
regions? 

9. How are polar regions 
under threat? 

10. Assessment 
 
 

This unit will require students to: 

 Use of key geographical 
vocabulary 

 Become confident working with 
map: symbols, grid references, 
scales 

 Work on space and place on a 
variety of different scales 

 Practise extracting information 
from sources 

 Develop understanding of case 
studies 

 Practice decision making and 
justified evaluations 

 Encounter and start working with 
AO terminology 

 
Students will gain skills around Maps, 
Graphs and using Geographical 
Language. 
 
  

Contribution towards classroom 
discussion and activities, including taking 
an active part in roleplays and debates 
with the class and in smaller groups. 
 
Students will show in both assessments 
that they are able to apply with a good 
level of accuracy the skills that they have 
been learning throughout this half term.  
 
Students will work hard in lesson to 
practice the skills which will be assessed 
in lesson 4 and 9.   

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTQ3Ko9ZKg8 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNO0kxTClYo 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtibE0tm5t8 
 
 
Using the links above students can practice and revisit the skills they 
have been learning.  
 
Students should use their Knowledge Organisers to aid them with key 
terminology 
 
Students can use school atlases or can use maps at home to practice 
skills.  
 
Students could further their understanding of the wider topic by: 
 

 Create a diary entry of a week in a particular extreme 

environment 

 Watching any episode of Frozen Planet (available on BBC iplayer) 

 Research specific countries in polar regions 

 Research specific countries in deserts 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTQ3Ko9ZKg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNO0kxTClYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtibE0tm5t8


Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 8 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. What are glaciers? 
2. Where are glaciers 

found? 
3. How do glaciers shape 

the land? 
4. What types of glacial 

erosional landscapes 
exist? 

5. What types of glacial 
deposition landscapes 
exist? 

6. How are glacial 
landscapes used by 
people? 

7. Assessment 

This unit will require students to: 

 Use of key geographical 
vocabulary 

 Become confident working with 
maps 

 Work on space and place on a 
variety of different scales 

 Practise extracting information 
from sources 

 Develop understanding of case 
studies 

 Practice decision making and 
justified evaluations 

 Students will use knowledge 
gained from extreme 
environments unit to support 
understanding of glaciers. 

 
Students will gain skills around 
Maps, Graphs and using 
Geographical Language. 
 

Contribution towards classroom discussion and 
activities, including taking an active part in 
roleplays and debates with the class and in 
smaller groups. 
 
Students will show in both assessments that 
they are able to apply with a good level of 
accuracy the skills that they have been learning 
throughout this half term.  
 
Students will work hard in lesson to practice the 
skills which will be assessed in lesson 5 and 10.   

Students can go on the links below and watch the video to 
support their understanding of glaciation. 

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy7cfrd/revision/1 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgnhhyc/revision/6 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy7cfrd/video 
 
 
 
Students should use their Knowledge Organisers to aid them 
with key terminology 
 
Students can use school atlases or can use maps at home to 
practice skills.  
 
PowerPoints will be created by Miss Delgaty 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy7cfrd/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgnhhyc/revision/6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zy7cfrd/video


Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 8 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence 
look like? 

What additional resources are available?  

1. LQ: Can I explain the 
factors that influence 
climate? 

2. LQ: Can I describe the 
different types of rain? 

3. LQ: Can I explain how 
air masses influence 
the climate of the UK? 

4. LQ: Can I describe how 
high pressure events 
affect the UK? 

5. LQ: Can I describe how 
low pressure events 
affect the UK? 

6. LQ: Can I explain what 
the ‘beast from the 
east’ was? 

7. LQ: Can I identify how 
climate varies across 
the world? 

8. LQ: Assessment 

This unit will require students 
to: 

• Use of key geographical 
vocabulary 

• Develop understanding of 
case studies 

• Work on space and place 
on a variety of different 
scales- main focus on UK 
but also will spend one 
lesson looking at weather 
and climate on a global 
scale 

• Practice decision making 
and justified evaluations 

• Encounter and start 
working with AO 
terminology 

 
Students will gain skills around 
Maps, Graphs and using 
Geographical Language. 

Contribution towards 
classroom discussion 
and activities, including 
taking an active part in 
roleplays and debates 
with the class and in 
smaller groups. 
 
Students will show in 
both assessments that 
they are able to apply 
with a good level of 
accuracy the skills that 
they have been learning 
throughout this half 
term.  
 
Students will work hard 
in lesson to practice the 
skills which will be 
assessed in lesson 8.  

 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/weather-and-
climate-ac9e 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7dkhbk 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx38q6f 
 
Students can use all of the links above to take notes on areas 
they may have missed, or they need to research further.  The 
second link is for GCSE students, however our students should 
feel comfortable accessing the Geography in this link, they can 
use the 3rd link to help them if they are struggling with this.  
 
Students will also be given a knowledge organiser which support 
their knowledge and understanding of the topics.  As well as this 
E Delgaty (Subject leader) will great resources and PowerPoints 
for the lessons. 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/weather-and-climate-ac9e
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/weather-and-climate-ac9e
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7dkhbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx38q6f


Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 8 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. LQ: Can I understand 
how we classify 
different types of 
employment? 

2. LQ: Can I describe 
employment structure 
around the globe? 

3. LQ: Can I explain why 
the tertiary sector is 
increasing? 

4. LQ: Can I evaluate the 
importance of tourism 
as a tertiary industry? 

5. LQ: Can I consider how 
the impacts of tourism 
have changed over 
time? 

6. LQ: Can I identify what 
is meant by eco-
tourism? 

7. LQ: Can I understand 
the impacts of tourism 
on a particular 
community? 

8. Assessment 
 

This unit will require students to: 

• Use of key geographical vocabulary 

• Study graphs of population which will 
be drawn and analysed in this unit. 

• Work on space and place on a variety of 
different scales 

• Studying employment structure graphs 
(divided bar graph) and analysing them 

• Considering impacts of tourism and 
how to explain them (using AO 
terminology) 

• Practise extracting information from 
sources 

• Focus on local geography (within the 
region) improves students 
understanding of ‘place’ 

• Develop understanding of case studies 
(particularly London) 

• Practice decision making and justified 
evaluations 

• Start considering the idea of 
sustainability and making decisions 
about what makes something 
‘sustainable’ 

 
Students will gain skills around Maps, 
Graphs and using Geographical Language. 
 
  

Contribution towards classroom 
discussion and activities, including taking 
an active part in roleplays and debates 
with the class and in smaller groups. 
 
Students will show in both assessments 
that they are able to apply with a good 
level of accuracy the skills that they have 
been learning throughout this half term.  
 
Students will work hard in lesson to 
practice the skills which will be assessed 
in lesson 5 and 10.   

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/world-
of-work-43b9 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zdqr87h 
 
https://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-
10/changing-employment/ks3/ 
 
 
 
 
Students can use all of the links above to take notes on 
areas they may have missed, or they need to research 
further.  The second link is for GCSE students, however 
our students should feel comfortable accessing the 
Geography in this link, they can use the 3rd link to help 
them if they are struggling with this.  
 
 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/world-of-work-43b9
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/world-of-work-43b9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zdqr87h
https://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-10/changing-employment/ks3/
https://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-10/changing-employment/ks3/


Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 8 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will we 
gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. LQ: Can I describe the 
key features that 
make something 
‘sustainable’? 

2. LQ: Can I understand 
what is meant by 
‘sustainable 
resources’? 

3. LQ: Can I describe 
what makes a 
sustainable country? 

4. LQ: Can I decide what 
makes a city 
‘sustainable’? 

5. LQ: Can I consider 
where our waste 
goes? 

6. LQ: Case study: plastic 
in our oceans 

7. LQ: Can I decide if 
water is a sustainable 
resource? 

8. Assessment 
 
 

This unit will require students 
to: 

• Use of key geographical 
vocabulary 

• Study graphs of population 
which will be drawn and 
analysed in this unit. 

• Work on space and place on 
a variety of different scales 

• Practise extracting 
information from sources 

• Focus on local geography 
(within the region) improves 
students understanding of 
‘place’ 

• Develop understanding of 
case studies (particularly 
London) 

• Practice decision making 
and justified evaluations 

• Encounter and start working 
with AO terminology 

 
Students will gain skills around 
Maps, Graphs and using 
Geographical Language. 
 
  

Contribution towards classroom 
discussion and activities, including 
taking an active part in roleplays and 
debates with the class and in smaller 
groups. 
 
Students will show in both 
assessments that they are able to 
apply with a good level of accuracy 
the skills that they have been learning 
throughout this half term.  
 
Students will work hard in lesson to 
practice the skills which will be 
assessed in lesson 5 and 10.   

 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/ 
 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/09/cities-
sustainability-innovation-global-goals/ 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsxsgk7/revision/2 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqvxdmn/revision/1 
 
 
Students can use all of the links above to take notes on areas 
they may have missed, or they need to research further.  The 
second link is for GCSE students, however our students should 
feel comfortable accessing the Geography in this link, they can 
use the 3rd link to help them if they are struggling with this.  
 
 

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/09/cities-sustainability-innovation-global-goals/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/09/cities-sustainability-innovation-global-goals/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsxsgk7/revision/2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqvxdmn/revision/1


Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 8 Summer Term 2 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. LQ: Can I describe the 
location of countries 
in Asia? 

2. LQ: Can I describe the 
physical features of 
Japan?  

3. LQ: Can I discover 
what Tokyo is like? 

4. LQ: Can I consider 
how Japan has 
changed over time? 

5. LQ: Can I decide if 
tourism in Asia should 
be encouraged? 

6. LQ: Can I understand 
the importance of 
tropical rainforests in 
Asia? 

7. LQ: Can I decide 
whether we should 
protect tropical 
rainforests in Asia? 

8. Assessment 
 
 

This unit will require students to: 

• Use of key geographical 
vocabulary 

• Map skills with the use of atlases 
to locate countries in Asia 

• Study graphs of population 
which will be drawn and 
analysed in this unit. 

• Work on space and place on a 
variety of different scales 

• Practise extracting information 
from sources 

• Focus on local geography (within 
the region) improves students 
understanding of ‘place’ 

• Develop understanding of case 
studies (particularly Japan) 

• Practice decision making and 
justified evaluations 

• Encounter and start working 
with AO terminology 

 
Students will gain skills around 
Maps, Graphs and using 
Geographical Language. 
 
  

Contribution towards classroom 
discussion and activities, including 
taking an active part in roleplays and 
debates with the class and in smaller 
groups. 
 
Students will show in both 
assessments that they are able to 
apply with a good level of accuracy 
the skills that they have been 
learning throughout this half term.  
 
Students will have plenty of 
opportunities to make geographical 
decisions. 
 
Students will work hard in lesson to 
practice the skills which will be 
assessed in lesson 8.   

 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zdcwxnb/revision/1 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmh4bdm 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zc39q6f/revision/1 
 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpmnb9q/revision/1 
 
 
Students can use all of the links above to take notes on 
areas they may have missed, or they need to research 
further.  The powerpoints are created and provided by Miss 
Delgaty. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zdcwxnb/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmh4bdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zc39q6f/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpmnb9q/revision/1
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