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Year 7 Music (Approx. 14-week cycle) 

What are we learning? 
 
The Elements of Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 Keyboard Studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Year String Project 

What knowledge, understanding and skills will we 
gain? 

• Learning the seven elements of music: rhythm; 
pitch, tempo; dynamics; timbre; texture and 
structure 

• Understanding why they are so important and how 
they allow us to create music 

• Applying knowledge of the musical elements to a 
series of interactive and listening activities 

• Gaining a physical understanding of the musical 
elements by rehearsing a large-scale ensemble 
piece 
 

 

• Learning how to identify the notes on a piano and 
their tonal relationship to each other 

• Understanding how finger patterns are used and 
their usefulness as a tool to help us move fluently 
between notes 

• Applying the techniques learnt in class to play the 
C major and chromatic scale 

• Using knowledge of musical notation to begin to 
read and play a short melody at the piano in the 
treble clef 
 
 

• Learning how to hold and play either violin, viola or 
‘cello as part of a large ensemble 

• Using knowledge of expressive markings and 
musical symbols to shape a stylized, convincing 
performance  

• Learning to rehearse with discipline and gaining an 
appreciation for the overall goal; demonstrating an 

What does excellence look like? 
 

• Learning the musical elements and 
their correct definitions by heart 

• Using the musical elements 
creatively in composition tasks 
through use of contrasting effects, 
exaggerated musical gestures and 
dramatic effects 

• Performing music with sensitivity 
and an awareness of how the 
musical elements are interrelated  

• Singing with confidence and good 
intonation as part of a large 
ensemble 
 

 

• Demonstrating an ability to 
translate notes on the stave to their 
position on the keyboard with 
accuracy and fluency   

• Problem solving: applying 
knowledge of finger patterns to 
play new scales on the piano 

• Using knowledge of music theory to 
quickly identify the letter names of 
notes in both the treble and bass 
clef  

 

• Learning to hold and play a new, 
stringed instrument with good 
technique and tone production 

• Demonstrating an ability to 
communicate creative ideas, listen 

What additional resources are 
available?  

 

• School library and wider reading  

• KS3 Music – BBC Bitesize: Music 
Theory 

• Pocket-sized revision guide KS3 
Music (Daydream Education) 

• Musictheory.net 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Working class vocabulary wall 

• Research assignments 

• Participation in school music 
ensembles 

• Private instrumental lessons (EMS) 

• ADLOM tracker 

• Classroom displays  

• YouTube online piano and string 
tutorials 

• Radio channels featuring orchestral 
music (e.g. BBCR3) 
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understanding of the musical elements through 
physical performance on a stringed instrument: 
creating dynamic contrast; playing in time; 
following the structure of a piece  

• Learning to play as an ensemble and understanding 
the important role played by the individual in 
contributing to the overall sound produced 

• Learning to recognise the sound of different 
orchestral instruments 

• Understanding the historical development of the 
orchestra and the different families of instruments 
within it 

• Understanding how different instruments can 
produce a variety of unique sounds and timbre 

to others with respect and work in 
small groups successfully 

• Making regular and important 
contributions to class debates and 
other activities  

• Meeting the success criteria for 
ADLOM* tasks. 

• Identifying specific instruments 
within an orchestral texture 

• Describing the musical effect of 
combining different families of 
instruments: commenting on the 
composer’s creative decisions using 
appropriate musical terminology  
 

*Assessment for Developing Learning 

Opportunities in Music 
 


