
Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence 
look like? 

What additional resources are available? 

1. What is History?
2. What was England like 

in the 1060's?
3. Who should be King in 

1066?
4. Who had the best 

claim to the throne in 
1066?

5. What happened during 
the early part of 1066?

6. Why did William Win 
the Battle of Hastings?

7. William's luck' was the 
most important reason 
for his victory at the 
Battle of Hastings in 
1066.' How far do you 
agree?

8. How did the Normans 
Conquer England?

9. How did Motte and 
Bailey Castles help 
William Control 
England?

10.Why did William build 
the Tower of London?

11.How did the Normans 
keep control of 
England?

Knowledge: 

 The contenders to the throne

 The events of the three key
battles of 1066

 Why William won the Battle
of Hastings

 William and Norman’s control
of England including the
suppression of rebellions
across England.

Understanding: 
All students will understand how 
England changed during the Norman 
Conquest. They will also understand 
why William was able to take control 
of England during the Battle of 
Hastings by evaluating different 
factors. 

Skills 

 Describing the key events of
Historical events.

 Explain the importance of
Historical events.

 Judging importance of
historical events in reference
to Historical enquiries which
in this unit will be based on
2nd order concept of
Causation.

Contribution towards 
classroom discussion and 
activities, including taking 
an active part in roleplays 
and debates with the 
class and in smaller 
groups. 

To be able to structure 
answers in a coherent 
manner and be able to 
link factors together to 
judge importance.  

Being able to show 
knowledge which 
demonstrates a clear 
understanding of events 
through fact tests and 
quizzes etc.  

Using the Battlefield Britain documentary (this can be found online) students could 
watch to help them identify: 

 Who should become king in 1066

 Why William won the Battle of Hastings

 The effects of castles

 The amount of change experienced in England

For a general overview 
https://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages/norman_conquest.php 

Using the BBC bitesize website more detailed information can be accessed 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zshtyrd 

Visits to various Norman sites would also be beneficial e.g. Mountfitchet Castle, 
Battle Abbey, Tower of London etc. information about these can be found online 
however they are not necessary.  

https://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages/norman_conquest.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zshtyrd


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available? 

Who had power in the Middle Ages? 

1. How did the Feudal System help
kings to rule in the Middle Ages?

2. How did the Medieval Church keep
control?

3. Why did the King and his Archbishop
come to blows? (Henry II & Thomas
Becket)

4. Why did the Barons rebel against
King John?

5. How did the Barons strike back with
the Magna Carta?

6. What happened if you broke the
rules of the Medieval Manor?

7. How did the Black Death wipe out
almost half the population?

8. Whose power did the Black Death
Wipe out?

9. Why did the Peasants revolt?
10. How Successful was the Peasants

Revolt?
11. Who had power in the Middle Ages?

This unit develops the understanding of 
the second order concept of diversity. 
There were different groups in the 
Middle Ages who had or lacked power – 
the King, the Church, the barons and the 
peasants. Students are to look at 
similarities and differences between the 
groups and within the groups. 
This unit also develops the creative and 
essay writing skills of the students. 

Knowledge/Students will know: 

 Who had power in the Middle
Ages

 The hierarchy of England after
the introduction of the Feudal
System

 The Hierarchy of the Church
during the Middle Ages.

 The symptoms of the Black
Death

By using the relevant knowledge students 
will be able to use the 2nd order concept 
of Change and Continuity to be able to 
assess how far England changed in this 
period.  

Students will be assessed in three main 
areas:  

1. Students should contribute
towards classroom discussions
and vocally be able to describe
how far things have changed
over time.

2. Students will develop their essay
writing skills in response to an
enquiry question of
Who had the most power in the
Middle Ages?

3. Students will be able to display
their knowledge of the different
areas of the topic in factual
quizzes.

Below are three links with differing levels of detail 
centred around the topic, students could use these by 
themselves to read/watch and take notes. 
Alternatively, students could read/watch with a 
parent/guardian who could then discuss the content 
with them.  

http://www.historyforkids.net/middle-ages.html 

https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/zfphvcw 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/middle_ages/ 

Students could visit any of the following sites below: 

For the Magna Carta, you can visit the British Library 
in London, Salisbury Cathedral or Lincoln Castle. The 
British Library also has a very good website: 
https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta 

Visit Museum of London Medieval exhibition 

Visit Canterbury Cathedral for Thomas Becket 

http://www.historyforkids.net/middle-ages.html
https://www.bbc.com/education/topics/zfphvcw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/middle_ages/
https://www.bl.uk/magna-carta


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available? 

1. What did King Edward 
achieve?

2. What was the Renaissance?
3. Who was Martin Luther and 

how did he challenge the 
church?

4. What was the difference 
between the Protestant and 
Catholic church?

5. Why did Henry VIII break 
with Rome?

6. Why did Henry VIII break 
down the monasrties?

7. Who was Andreas Vesalius?
8. Who was William Harvey?
9. How did the Printing Press 

change the world?
10. Which aspect of the 

Medieval life experienced 
the biggest change?

- Ability to comprehend
material and communicate
effectively.
- Develop knowledge of
historical period - Renaissance
- Interpret, analyse and infer
illustrations on protestant and
catholic churches and clothing
- Compare sources referring
to similarities and differences
- Inter historical clips in a way
that informs and supports historical
knowledge of the period
- Plan and write two pieces of
assessed work

Students will be able to compare 
and contrast different areas of 
medieval life to be able to assert 
which one changed the most.  

Students will be assessed in three main 
areas:  

1. Students should contribute
towards classroom discussions
and vocally be able to describe
how far things have changed
over time.

2. Students will develop their
essay writing skills in response
to an enquiry question of
“Which aspect of Medieval Life
changed the most?”
This will ensure that students
are able to focus on the second
order concept of diversity.

3. Students will be able to display
their knowledge of the
different areas of the topic in
factual quizzes.

First Steps: 

Define the key words: Renaissance, Martin Luther, 
Andreas Vesalius, Renaissance Man, Protestants, 
Catholics, Henry VIII, Monasteries, Indulgences, 
Purgatory 

Watch the brief history of Martin Luther: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-l3dlhwBA34 
Watch this introduction into the Renassance: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h363qzIivmg 

Watch the brief history of the Renaissance: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fI1OeMmwYjU 

Watch the brief history of the Renaissance: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fI1OeMmwYjU 

Watch this more challenging video on the history of 
Martin Luther: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4d_7dOC-GQ 

Visit the National Gallery  in London and tour the 
Renaissance masterpieces: 
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/tour-
renaissance-masterpieces 

The Victoria and Albert Museum in London also 
have Renaissance inspired work: 
http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/r/renaissance/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-l3dlhwBA34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h363qzIivmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fI1OeMmwYjU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fI1OeMmwYjU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4d_7dOC-GQ
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/tour-renaissance-masterpieces
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/tour-renaissance-masterpieces
http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/r/renaissance/


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available? 

1. Introduction to Elizabeth
2. Social Structures
3. Wealth and Poverty
4. Elizabethan Culture
5. Mid Term Assessment +

Elizabethan Adventures
6. Elizabethan Crime and

Punishment
7. Elizabethan Warfare
8. Assessment
9. Rebellions

Students will be assessing 
whether Elizabethan England was 
a ‘Golden Age’. Students will study 
different areas of Elizabethan life 
to help them come to a 
substantiated conclusion on life in 
England during this period. 
Students will become more 
confident using the second order 
concept of diversity within this 
unit.  

Students will start to use sources 
properly in this unit, looking at the 
nature, origin and purpose to talk 
about their usefulness in a 
historical environment.  

Students will also be introduced 
to using a historical interpretation 
as an enquiry question. 
Throughout the unit students will 
be assessing their learning against 
this main theme as well as 
forming their own interpretation 
of the past based on their learning 
to either support or challenge the 
historian’s interpretation.  

Students will be assessed in three 
main areas: 

1. Students should contribute
towards classroom
discussions and be able to
explain their thoughts on
the unit’s enquiry question.

2. Students will start to
develop their Source skills
in this unit. Students will be
introduced into NOP and
how to use this. They will
then be assessed on their
ability to critically evaluate
the usefulness of a source.

3. Students will be able to
display their knowledge of
the different areas of the
topics in quizzes.

Visit an Elizabethan House. 

All PowerPoints and resources are available 
from Mr Fox.  

Visit the Royal Museum in Greenwich 

Visit the Elizabethan House Museum in Great 
Yarmouth 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06zdll0 

Watch the documentary about Queen 
Elizabeth.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06zdll0


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Summer Term 1

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will 
we gain? 

What does excellence look 
like? 

What additional resources are available? 

1. Why did Civil War break out-
Divine Right?

2. Why did the Civil War break
out-Religion?

3. What was the trigger cause
of the Civil War?

4. What was life like during the
Civil Wars?

5. Why did parliament win the
Civil Wars?

6. Why was King Charles I
executed?

7. Assessment

Ability to comprehend material 
and communicate effectively. 
Develop knowledge of historical 
period – English Civil War 
Interpret, analyse and infer 
from sources about the Civil 
War. 
Compare sources referring to 
similarities and differences 
Inter historical clips in a way 
that informs and supports 
historical knowledge of the 
period 
Plan and write two pieces of 
assessed work 

Students will be able to use 
significance to explain why the 
Civil War started and why 
parliament won the Civil War. 

Students will be assessed in 
three main areas:  

1. Students should contribute
towards classroom
discussions and vocally be
able to describe how far
things have changed over
time.

2. Students will develop their
essay writing skills in
response to an enquiry
question of “Why did
parliament win the Civil
War?”
This will ensure that
students are able to focus
on the second order
concept of significance.

3. Students will be able to
display their knowledge of
the different areas of the
topic in factual quizzes.

 Visit the Cromwell Museum in Huntingdon

 Visit the sites of the Civil War in London including

parliament and Whitehall

 Visit the National Civil War Centre at Newark Museum

 Visit the National Army Museum in Chelsea

 Look through the BBC website information the Civil War:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/

Watch the film about the causes of the English Civil War. 
Produce a mind map about all the reasons for the Civil War that 
are given: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-J3ZOOsWIVg 

All PowerPoints and resources are available from Mr Fox. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-J3ZOOsWIVg


Curriculum Overview: History 

Year 7 Summer Term 2 
What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding 

and skills will we gain? What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available? 

1. Medieval Crime and Trials
2. Medieval Enforcers and 

Punishments
3. Early Modern Crime and Beliefs
4. Early Modern Enforcers and 

Punishment
5. Industrial Crime and 

Punishment
6. Changes in Industrial Crime and 

Punishments
7. Modern Crimes
8. How have modern punishments 

changed?
9. Year 7 Exam

Students will be looking at a 
breadth study. They will be 
looking at the topic of Crime and 
Punishment and assessing how 
much this changes overtime. They 
will be required to link knowledge 
from previous topics into this unit 
as well as comparing knowledge 
across lessons. 

Students will also be gaining the 
skill of looking at change and 
continuity which is an important 
second order concept.  

Students will understand the 
changes in Crime and Punishment. 
They will be looking at the beliefs 
behind these crimes and 
punishments and assessing how 
these change.   

Students will be assessed in three 
main areas: 

1. Students should contribute 
towards classroom discussions 
and be able to explain their 
thoughts on the unit’s enquiry 
question.

2. Students will be assessed in an 
end of year exam which will 
include all the skills they have 
gained from the previous units 
throughout the year.

3. Students will be able to display 
their knowledge of the 
different areas of the topics in 
quizzes.

All PowerPoints and resources are available 
from Mr Fox.  

Borrow a copy of the Crime and Punishment 
GCSE resources from Mr Fox 

Watch the BBC Teach videos on Crime and 
Punishment Through Time.  

Visit the National Justice Museum 

https://
www.nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk/ 

https://www.nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk/



