
Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 7 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will we 
gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. What is geography? 
2. Why is it important? 
3. How can we locate 

places in the world? 
4. How do we use atlas’ in 

geography? 
5. What are the 

geographical features in 
the UK? 

6. How do I read an OS 
map? 

7. What is relief? 
8. How do we study 

geography outside the 
classroom? (part 1) 

9. How do we study 
geography outside the 
classroom? (part 2) 

10. Assessment 

This unit will require students to: 

 Use of key geographical 
vocabulary 

 Become confident working 
with map: symbols, grid 
references, scales (include OS 
maps) 

 Work on space and place on a 
variety of different scales 

 Practise extracting information 
from sources 

 Develop understanding of case 
studies 

 Practice decision making and 
justified evaluations 

 Encounter and start working 
with AO terminology 

 
Students will gain skills around 
Maps, Graphs and using 
Geographical Language. 
 
  

Contribution towards classroom 
discussion and activities, including taking 
an active part in roleplays and debates 
with the class and in smaller groups. 
 
Students will show in both assessments 
that they are able to apply with a good 
level of accuracy the skills that they have 
been learning throughout this half term.  
 
Students will work hard in lesson to 
practice the skills which will be assessed 
in lesson 5 and 10.   

 Use BBC bitesize to support students understanding of grid 
references 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6j6fg8/revision/4) 

 Regularly try and fill out a blank map with 
continents/countries to test their knowledge 

 Stick a world map on your wall, and glance at it regularly 

 Do some extra research online of countries/locations studied 
in class to widen their knowledge and understanding 

 Read books about countries, landmarks, oceans and weather 
as these are extremely important in Geography. 

 
Students should use their Knowledge Organisers to aid them with key 
terminology 
 
Students can use school atlases or can use maps at home to practice 
skills.  
 
Students could further their understanding of the wider topic by: 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6j6fg8/revision/4


Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 7 Autumn Term 2 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, 
understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence 
look like? 

What additional resources are available?  

1. What is 
development? 
 
2. How is money spread 
around the world? 
3. What other ways can 
be used to measure 
development? 
 
4. How can 
development change 
over time? 
 
5. What is the global 
development map 
missing? 
6. Why do people live in 
poverty? 
 
7. How can gender 
equality increase 
development? 
 
8. How do countries and 
organisations support 
development? 
9. What are sustainable 
development Goals? 
 
10. Bolivia Case Study 
 
11. Bolivia Report  

Students will continue 
to develop and practice 
skills which were learnt 
in the first half term, 
including map and 
graph skills.  
 
Students will gain 
knowledge about 
Bolivia and the issues 
facing the country. 
They will also know the 
different options for 
the government to 
ensure that Bolivia 
develops sustainably. 
 
Students will 
understand how they 
can use their 
knowledge to explain a 
specific case study.  
 
 
Students will gain a 
basic understanding of 
what is development 
and how we can ensure 
every country has 
sustainable 
development goals.   

Students will be assessed in 
three main areas:  
 
1. Students should 
contribute towards 
classroom discussions and 
vocally be able to describe 
how far things have 
changed over time. 
  
2. Students will be able to 
display their knowledge of 
the different areas of the 
topic in factual quizzes. 
 
3. Students will be writing a 
report on the priorities for 
future development of 
Bolivia they will be 
expected to identify and 
explain  
 
1) The problems Bolivia 
needs to overcome 
2) The type of aid that can 
be obtained from different 
areas 
3) Which SDG’s Bolivia 
should prioritise.  

http://coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA/Development_Gap/What_is_Dev/What_is_Development.htm 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zykmhyc 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwtsbk 
 
Students can use all the links above to take notes on areas they may have missed, or they need to 
research further.  The second link is for GCSE students; however, our students should feel 
comfortable accessing the Geography in this link, they can use the 3rd link to help them if required.   
 
Homework will be set from the Knowledge Organisers to help students with key terms, facts and 
figures which will be useful in their final assessment. Additionally, research on the development 
opportunities in Bolivia would be beneficial (this can be done using the internet or by asking for 
resources from Mr Fox). 
 
 
PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox.  

 



Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 7 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? What knowledge, 
understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look 
like? 

What additional resources are available?  

1. Can we ever know 
enough about 
earthquakes and 
volcanoes to live 
safely? 

2. Where are the 
world’s 
earthquakes, 
volcanoes and 
mountain belts? 

3. What happens at 
plate boundaries?  

4. What do we know 
about 
earthquakes? 

5. Can people manage 
risk living in 
earthquake zones? 

6. What do we know 
about Volcanoes? 

7. Can people manage 
the risk of living 
near volcanoes? 

8. Assessment lesson 
 

 

Students will continue 
to develop and practice 
skills which were learnt 
in the first half term, 
including map and 
graph skills.  
 
Students will gain 
knowledge about plate 
tectonics and how 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes are linked 
to plate tectonics. 
 
Students will 
understand how they 
can use their 
knowledge to explain a 
specific case study.  
 
 
Students will gain a 
basic understanding of 
how scientists attempt 
to predict, manage and 
prevent these hazards 

Students will be assessed in 
three main areas:  
 
1. Students should 
contribute towards 
classroom discussions and 
vocally be able to describe 
how far things have 
changed over time. 
  
2. Students will be able to 
display their knowledge of 
the different areas of the 
topic in factual quizzes. 
 
3. Students will be given an 
end of unit assessment 
where they will be expected 
to show that they have 
understood the different 
types of hazards and how 
we can identify them. They 
will also be tasked with 
understanding how we 
prevent these hazards from 
having an impact along with 
why people may choose to 
live close to these hazards.  
 

http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA/Restless%20Earth/Volcanoes/Volcanoes.htm 
 
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-
level/AQA/Year%2013/Plate%20Tectonics/Earthquakes/Causes%20&%20Characteristics.htm 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3sg87h/revision/1 
 
Students can use all the links above to take notes on areas they may have missed, or they need to 
research further.  Two of the links are aimed at students who want to extend their knowledge 
however the BBC bite size links will consolidate all knowledge that students have gained in this unit.    
 
Homework will be set from the Knowledge Organisers to help students with key terms, facts and 
figures which will be useful in their final assessment.  
 
 
PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox.  

 

http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA/Restless%20Earth/Volcanoes/Volcanoes.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Plate%20Tectonics/Earthquakes/Causes%20&%20Characteristics.htm
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/A-level/AQA/Year%2013/Plate%20Tectonics/Earthquakes/Causes%20&%20Characteristics.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/zd9cxyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3sg87h/revision/1


Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 7 Spring Term 2 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, 
understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence 
look like? 

What additional resources are available?  

 
1. Where does 

everyone live and 
why? 

2. Can we control 
population size? 

3. Why and where do 
people migrate? 

4. Where do people 
migrate? 

5. What is 
urbanisation? 

6. How did 
urbanisation 
change 
Southampton? 

7. Assessment Lesson 
 

Students will continue 
to develop and practice 
skills including map and 
graph skills.  
 
Students will gain 
knowledge about how 
population is spread 
around the world and 
how we can use 
different models to 
measure this.  
 
Students will 
understand how they 
can use their 
knowledge to explain a 
specific case study.  
 
 
Students will gain a 
basic understanding of 
why people migrate to 
different countries and 
how we can categorise 
these as push and pull 
factors. Students will 
also understand how 
urbanisation has 
changed places around 
the world.  

Students will be assessed in 
three main areas:  
 
1. Students should 
contribute towards 
classroom discussions and 
vocally be able to describe 
how far things have 
changed over time. 
  
2. Students will be able to 
display their knowledge of 
the different areas of the 
topic in factual quizzes. 
 
3. Students will be given an 
end of unit assessment 
where they will be expected 
to show that they have 
understood which areas of 
the world are sparsely and 
densely populated giving 
reasons for this. Students 
will also be able to explain 
why migrants may move 
away from their country of 
origin and how these can be 
sorted into push and pull 
factors.   
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkg82hv/revision/1 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyxm82p/revision/1 
 
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA/Population/PopulationChange.htm 
 
Students will be able to use the following links to consolidate and enhance their knowledge about 
how the world’s population is changing. The first two links from the BBC Bitesize page can be 
accessed directly however students can use the GCSE pages to further and extend their knowledge if 
they feel comfortable with the content on the KS3 pages. How 
 
Homework will be set from the Knowledge Organisers to help students with key terms, facts and 
figures which will be useful in their final assessment. Additionally, research into plate tectonics and 
any news stories regarding these can be beneficial. (this can be done using the internet or by asking 
for resources from Mr Fox).  
 
PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkg82hv/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyxm82p/revision/1
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA/Population/PopulationChange.htm


Year 7 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? 
What knowledge, 
understanding and skills will we 
gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

1. What is geography 
fieldwork? 

2. What can we investigate 
about rivers? 

3. How do I collect 
different types of data? 

4. What do I already know 
about the River 
Chelmer? 

5. Visit to the River 
Chelmer 

6. Visit to River Chelmer 
7. Can I collect secondary 

data? 
8. What are my results 

from the investigation? 
9. Can I evaluate my 

results? 
10. Assessment  

This unit will require students to: 

 Use of key geographical 
vocabulary 

 Develop an understanding of 
how to follow a geographical 
enquiry 

 Practise extracting information 
from sources 

 Develop understanding of case 
studies 

 Practice decision making and 
justified evaluations 

 Collect a variety of primary and 
secondary data 

 Learn how to successfully draw 
conclusions 

 Learn how to evaluate your 
findings  

  
Students will gain skills around 
Maps, Graphs and using 
Geographical Language. 
 
  

Contribution towards classroom 
discussion and activities, including taking 
an active part in roleplays and debates 
with the class and in smaller groups. 
 
Students will show in both assessments 
that they are able to apply with a good 
level of accuracy the skills that they have 
been learning throughout this half term.  
 
Students will work hard in lesson to 
practice the skills which will be assessed 
in lesson 5 and 10.   

 Students can complete secondary research on the computer 
and find out some background information about the River 
Chelmer. 

 Visit the River Chelmer in your own time to have the 
investigation put into context. 

 Read through some fieldwork information from BBC bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqk7nbk/revision/1 

 Read over the last unit of work to ensure you understand the 
key vocabulary used in this fieldwork unit. 

 Students can also read through this for additional support: 
https://www.geography.org.uk/Geography-fieldwork 
 

 
Students should use their Knowledge Organisers to aid them with key 
terminology 
 
Students can use school atlases or can use maps at home to practice 
skills.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqk7nbk/revision/1
https://www.geography.org.uk/Geography-fieldwork


Curriculum Overview: Geography 
 

Year 7 Spring Term 2 

What are we 
learning? 

What knowledge, 
understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence 
look like? 

What additional resources are available?  

 
1. Where does 

everyone live and 
why? 

2. Can we control 
population size? 

3. Why and where do 
people migrate? 

4. Where do people 
migrate? 

5. What is 
urbanisation? 

6. How did 
urbanisation 
change 
Southampton? 

7. Assessment Lesson 
 

Students will continue 
to develop and practice 
skills including map and 
graph skills.  
 
Students will gain 
knowledge about how 
population is spread 
around the world and 
how we can use 
different models to 
measure this.  
 
Students will 
understand how they 
can use their 
knowledge to explain a 
specific case study.  
 
 
Students will gain a 
basic understanding of 
why people migrate to 
different countries and 
how we can categorise 
these as push and pull 
factors. Students will 
also understand how 
urbanisation has 
changed places around 
the world.  

Students will be assessed in 
three main areas:  
 
1. Students should 
contribute towards 
classroom discussions and 
vocally be able to describe 
how far things have 
changed over time. 
  
2. Students will be able to 
display their knowledge of 
the different areas of the 
topic in factual quizzes. 
 
3. Students will be given an 
end of unit assessment 
where they will be expected 
to show that they have 
understood which areas of 
the world are sparsely and 
densely populated giving 
reasons for this. Students 
will also be able to explain 
why migrants may move 
away from their country of 
origin and how these can be 
sorted into push and pull 
factors.   
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkg82hv/revision/1 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyxm82p/revision/1 
 
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA/Population/PopulationChange.htm 
 
Students will be able to use the following links to consolidate and enhance their knowledge about 
how the world’s population is changing. The first two links from the BBC Bitesize page can be 
accessed directly however students can use the GCSE pages to further and extend their knowledge if 
they feel comfortable with the content on the KS3 pages. How 
 
Homework will be set from the Knowledge Organisers to help students with key terms, facts and 
figures which will be useful in their final assessment. Additionally, research into plate tectonics and 
any news stories regarding these can be beneficial. (this can be done using the internet or by asking 
for resources from Mr Fox).  
 
PowerPoints are available from Mr Fox.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zkg82hv/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyxm82p/revision/1
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA/Population/PopulationChange.htm

