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Year 7 Autumn Term 1 

What are we learning? 
 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available?  

Themed transition unit: Changes 
 

 Descriptive and narrative 
writing – settings, characters, 
structures, narrative 
perspective 

Language 
 
AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. Organise information and 
ideas, using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts  
 
AO6: Candidates must use a range of 
vocabulary and sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 
 

 To use a variety of devices to 
engage and challenge a reader, 
including pathetic fallacy, sense 
description, figurative language 
and foreshadowing, when 
writing a description 

 To consciously consider the 
impact of structural devices 
such as flashbacks, dialogue, 
perspective, narrative voice and 
shifts in focus when planning a 
narrative 

 To use a variety of sentence 
types consciously for effect 

 To revise and develop editing 
skills to improve technical 
accuracy 

 To understand that narratives 
are journeys, often leaving 
readers with a message or, 
alternatively, exploring the ways 
in which people change 

CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 
Amazon and other sellers) 
 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 
KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 
KS3 English) 
 
New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English) 
 
AQA KS3 Study Guides 
 
AQA KS3 English Language: Key Stage 3: 
Year 7 test workbook 



Curriculum Overview: English

Year 7 Autumn Term 2 

What are we learning? What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available?  

Novel: 
Once by Morris Gleitzman 

AO1: Read, understand and respond to 
texts: 
• maintain a critical style and develop

an informed personal response
• use textual references, including

quotations, to support and illustrate
interpretations.
AO2: Analyse the language, form and
structure used by a writer to create
meanings and effects, using relevant
subject terminology where appropriate.
AO3: Show understanding of the
relationships between texts and the
contexts in which they were written.

 To be able to analyse how writers
use language and structure to
create a sense of character and to
build tension

 To be able to use a wide range of
subject vocabulary accurately, e.g.
dramatic irony, bathos, narrative
voice

 To be able to use and embed
quotations in writing

 To show a convincing understanding
of characters through work in role

 To research the contexts of the
novel, linking these contexts to
specific passages

 To be able to craft a developed
essay, considering the structure
both of analytical paragraphs used
within this style of writing, as well
as well considering the shape of
essays as a whole

CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 
Amazon and other sellers) 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 
KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 
KS3 English) 

New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English) 

AQA KS3 Study Guides 

AQA KS3 English Language: Key Stage 3: 
Year 7 test workbook 



Curriculum Overview: English 

Year 7 Spring Term 1 

What are we learning? 
Introduction to Poetry 

 To experience reading poetry to
develop both appreciation and
enjoyment

 To use terminology to describe,
explain and analyse poetry

 To practise using the techniques
learnt through drama and
expressive writing, both in the form
of poetry and prose

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 
Literature Skills 
AO1: Read, understand and respond to 
texts: 
• develop an informed personal

response
• use textual references, including

quotations, to support and illustrate
interpretations
AO2: Analyse the language, form and
structure used by a writer to create
meanings and effects, using relevant
subject terminology where appropriate

Language Skills 
AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. Organise information and 
ideas, using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts  
AO6: Candidates must use a range of 
vocabulary and sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation.  

What does excellence look like? 

 To be able to analyse how writers
use language and structure to
create tone and mood

 To be able to use a wide range of
subject vocabulary accurately, e.g.
metaphor, personification, sibilance,
symbolism

 To be able to use and embed
quotations in writing

 To begin to craft a developed essay,
considering the structure both of
analytical paragraphs used within
this style of writing, as well
considering the shape of essays as a
whole

 To show understanding of literary
techniques through expressive
writing and work in role

What additional resources are 
available?  

CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 
Amazon and other sellers) 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 
KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 
KS3 English) 

New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English) 

AQA KS3 Study Guides 

AQA KS3 English Language: Key Stage 3: 
Year 7 test workbook 



Curriculum Overview: English 

Year 7 Spring Term 2 

What are we learning? 
Technologies of the Future 
(Introduction to English Language GCSE 
skills) 

 To develop ways to approach and
respond to comprehension
questions

 To be able to write for different
purposes and audiences with a
focus on persuasive and
argumentative writing skills

 To develop confidence in a variety
of speaking and listening contexts,
including presenting, questioning
and debating

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

Language Skills 
AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas  
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse 
how writers use language to achieve 
effects and influence readers, using 
relevant subject terminology to support 
their views   
AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. Organise information and 
ideas, using structural and grammatical 
features to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts  
AO6: Use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for clarity, purpose 
and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation.  

What does excellence look like? 

 To be able to clearly identify and
summarise key information and
ideas in a text

 To be able to analyse how writers
use language to create tone, mood
and meaning

 To be able to use and embed
quotations in writing

 To be able to clearly structure an
argument for effect

 To show an understanding of a
range of persuasive devices, both
verbally and in writing

What additional resources are 
available?  

CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 
Amazon and other sellers) 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 
KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 
KS3 English) 

New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English) 

AQA KS3 Study Guides 

AQA KS3 English Language: Key Stage 3: 
Year 7 test workbook 
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Year 7 Summer Term 1 

What are we learning? 
 

What knowledge, understanding and 
skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are 
available?  

 The Garbage King, by Elizabeth Laird 
 

 Introduction to dramatic 
conventions 

 Introduction to staging 

 Linking content and context 
 
 

Literature 
 
AO1: Read, understand and respond to 
texts insightfully, using evidence from 
the text. 
 
AO2: Analyse a writer’s use of language 
and structure.  
 
AO3: Show understanding and insight 
into the context and historical 
background of texts. 
 

 
 

 To be able to analyse how writers 
use language and structure to 
create a sense of character and to 
build tension 

 To show a convincing understanding 
of characters through work in role  

 To be able to make perceptive and 
insightful comments about the 
themes explored in the text 

 To be able to use and embed 
quotations in writing 

 To confidently discuss the dramatic 
conventions from the text using the 
appropriate vocabulary 

 To be able to craft a developed 
essay, considering the structure 
both of analytical paragraphs used 
within this style of writing, as well 
as well considering the shape of 
essays as a whole 

 
 

CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from 
Amazon and other sellers) 
 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for 
KS3 - Workbook (with answers) (CGP 
KS3 English) 
 
New KS3 English Complete Study & 
Practice (with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 
English) 
 
AQA KS3 Study Guides 
 
AQA KS3 English Language: Key Stage 3: 
Year 7 test workbook 



Curriculum Overview: English                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
 

Year 7 Summer 2 

What are we learning? 
 

What knowledge, understanding 
and skills will we gain? 

What does excellence look like? What additional resources are available?  

An Introduction to Shakespeare 
 

 Shakespeare’s life and times 

 Shakespeare’s key works 

 Shakespeare and staging 
 

 

Literature 
 
AO1: Read, understand and respond 
to texts insightfully, using evidence 
from the text. 
 
AO2: Analyse a writer’s use of 
language and structure.  
 
AO3: Show understanding and insight 
into the context and historical 
background of texts. 
 

 
 

 To confidently understand key 
contextual factors which have 
influenced Shakespeare’s writings 

 To confidently understand some 
of the key literary and dramatic 
conventions associated with 
Shakespeare’s writings 

 To be able to analyse extracts 
from Shakespeare’s writings with 
precision 

 To be able to use and embed 
quotations in writing 

 To be able to craft a developed 
essay, considering the structure 
both of analytical paragraphs 
used within this style of writing, 
as well as well considering the 
shape of essays as a whole 

 
 

Online 
 
Shakespeare – KS3 – BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zksycdm 
 
CPG KS3 Study Guides (available from Amazon 
and other sellers) 
 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for KS3 - 
Workbook (with answers) (CGP KS3 English) 
 
New KS3 English Complete Study & Practice 
(with Online Edition) (CGP KS3 English) 
 
AQA KS3 Study Guides 
 
AQA KS3 English Language: Key Stage 3: Year 7 
test workbook 


