
Year 4 – Autumn 1 overview  

Varmints 

 

 
 
Main Outcomes: 

- Narrative (retelling the story) 
- Persuasion  

Reading Comprehension  

 

Can I check that the text makes sense to me, discuss 

my understanding and explain the meaning of words 

in context?  

Can I ask questions to improve my understanding of a 

text?  

Can I identify the main ideas drawn from more than 

one paragraph and summarise these? 

Can I draw inferences such as inferring characters’ 

feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 

and justify inferences with evidence? 

Can I predict what might happen from details stated 

and implied? 

Can I discuss words and phrases that capture the 

reader’s interest and imagination?  

Can I identify how language, structure, and 

presentation contribute to meaning? 

Can I retrieve and record information from non-

fiction? 

Can I participate in discussion about both books that 

are read to me and those I can read for myself, taking 

turns and listening to what others say? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Reading  
 
Can I apply a growing knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to 

understand the meaning of new words I meet?  

Can I read further exception words, noting the 

unusual correspondences between spelling and 

sound, and where these occur in the word? 

Can I listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, 

poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 

textbooks? 

Can I read books that are structured in different ways 

and read for a range of purposes? 

Can I increase my familiarity with a wide range of 

books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, 

and retell some of these orally?  

Can I identify themes and conventions in a wide 

range of books? 

Can I prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud 

and to perform, showing understanding through 

intonation, tone, volume and action?  

Can I recognise some different forms of poetry? 

Can I use dictionaries to check the meaning of words 

I have read? 
 

 

 

Writing composition 

Can I plan writing by? 

-Discussing writing similar to that which I am planning 

to write in order to understand and learn from its 

structure, vocabulary and grammar? 

-Discussing and recording ideas? 

Draft and write by: -  

-Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including 

dialogue)  

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  

 

Can I extend a range of sentences with more than one 

clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 

including when, if, because, although? 

Can I use the present perfect form of verbs in 

contrast to the past tense? 

Can I choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for 

clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition? 

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting)  

 

Can I use prefixes and suffixes and understand how 

to add them?  

Can I spell homophones?  

Can I spell words which are often misspelt? 

Can I place the possessive apostrophe accurately in 

words with regular plurals and in words with 

irregular plurals? 



-Organising paragraphs around a theme  

-Creating settings, characters and plot 

-Using simple organisational devices (headings & 

subheadings) 

 

Evaluate and edit by : -  

-Assessing the effectiveness of my own and others’ 

writing and suggesting improvements? 

-Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary? 

-Proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors? 

-Reading aloud my writing using appropriate intonation 

and controlling the tine and volume so that the 

meaning is clear? 

 

Can I use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 

express time and cause (and place)? 

Can I use fronted adverbials? 

Can I use commas after fronted adverbials? 

Can I indicate possession by using the possessive 

apostrophe with plural nouns? 

Can I use apostrophes to make plural possession? 

Can I use and punctuate direct speech?  

Do I know the grammatical difference between plural 

and possessive s?  

Can I use noun phrases expanded by the addition of 

modifying adjectives, nouns and prepositional 

phrases? (e.g the strict maths teacher with curly hair) 

Do I understand the following terminology: 

determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial 

(as well as terminology taught in earlier years)? 

 

Can I use the first two or three letters of a word to 

check its spelling in a dictionary? 

Can I write from memory simple sentences, dictated 

by the teacher, that include words and punctuation 

taught so far? 

Can I continue to use joins in my writing?  

Can I increase the legibility, consistency and quality 

of my handwriting? 

 

 

Geography 

Enquiry question: How is global warming impacting our 

planet and what can we do about it? 

 
Geography 
Locational and place knowledge 
Can I identify the different hemispheres on a map? 
Can I use and explain the term climate zone?  
Can I identify the different climate zones?  
Can I discover the cause of global warming and 
research the implications?  
 
Enquiry and investigation 
Can I ask geographical questions? 
Can I ask and answer questions through own 
knowledge and self-conducted research? 
Can I compare with current maps and make 
suggestions about change?  
 
Fieldwork 
Can I undertake surveys and investigations? 
Can I use recognised symbols to mark out local areas of 
interest on own maps? 

Science – Knowledge 

 
Living things and their habitats 
Can I recognise that living things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways? 
Can I explore and use classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a variety of living things in 
their local and wider environment? 
Can I recognise that environments can change and 
that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things? 
 
 
 
 
 

Science – Working Scientifically 
 
Approaches to enquiry  
Can I observe changes over time? 

Can I notice patterns? 

Can I group and classify things? 

Can I carry out simple fair tests? 

Can I find things out using secondary sources of 

information?   

 
Planning 
Can I ask relevant questions and use different types 
of scientific enquiries to answer them?  
Can I set up simple practical enquiries? (comparative 
and fair tests) 
 
Observing 
Can I make systematic and careful observations?  
 
Recording  
Can I gather, record, classify and present data in a 
variety of ways? 



Can I choose effective recording and presentation 
methods? 
Can I present data in an appropriate way using keys to 
make data clear? Pictogram 
Can I draw conclusions from the data?  
 
Communicating geographical information 
Can I express my opinions on environmental issues?  
 

Can I record my findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar 
charts, and tables?  
 
Concluding  
Can I report on findings from enquiries, including oral 
and written explanations, displays or presentations of 
results and conclusions? 
Can I identify differences, similarities or changes 
related to simple scientific ideas and processes? 
Can I use straightforward scientific evidence to 
answer questions or to support my findings? 
 

Evaluating 

Can I draw simple conclusion, make predictions for 

new values, suggest improvements, and raise further 

questions? 

Maths  
 
Reasoning with large numbers 
Can I recognise the place value of each digit in a 4-digit 

number? 

Can I order and compare numbers beyond 1000? 

Can I find 10, 100 or 1000 more of less? 

Can I round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000? 

 

 
Addition and subtraction 
Can derive addition and subtraction facts? 

Can I choose an appropriate addition strategy? 

Can I choose an appropriate subtraction strategy?  

Can I use column addition for 4-digit numbers? 

Can I use column subtraction for 4-digit numbers? 

Can I subtract from multiples of 1000? 

Can I solve one-step problems? 

Can I solve two-step problems?  

Spanish 

 

Listening 

Can I listen to longer passages and understand more 

of what I hear by picking out key words and phrases 

covered in current and previous units? 

 

Speaking 

Can I communicate with others with improved 

confidence and accuracy?  

Can I learn to ask and answer questions based on 

the language covered in the units and incorporate a 

negative reply if and when required? 

 

Reading 

Can I read aloud short pieces of text applying 

knowledge learnt from phonics lessons? 

Can I understand most of what I have read in the 

foreign language, when it is based on familiar 

language? 

 

Writing 

Religious Education  
During Autumn term, the children will explore 
worship in different religions. 
 
Thinking about religions and beliefs 
Can I comment on connections between questions, 
beliefs, values and practices 
describe the impact of beliefs and practices on 
individuals, groups and communities? 
 

Enquiring, investigating and interpreting 
Can I gather, select and organise ideas about religion 
and belief? 
Can I suggest meaning for a range of forms of 
religious expression, using appropriate vocabulary? 
 
Practises and lifestyles 
Can I show understanding of the ways of belonging 
to religions and what these involve exemplified in 
festivals and practices? 
 
Expression and language (how people express 
themselves) 
Can I show, using technical terminology, how 
religious beliefs, ideas and feelings can be expressed 



Can I write some short phrases based on familiar 

topics and begin to use conjunctions and the 

negative form when appropriate? (e.g. my name, 

where I live and my age.) 

 

Grammar 

Can I better understand the concepts of gender and 

which articles to use for meaning? 

Can I use the correct gender adjective? 

in a variety of forms, giving meanings for some 
symbols, stories and language? 
 
Identify and experience (making sense of who we 
are) 
Can I ask questions about the significant experiences 
of key figures from religions studied and suggest 
answers from own and others’ experiences, including 
believers? 
 
Values and commitments (making sense of right and 
wrong) 
Can I ask questions about matters of right and wrong 
and suggest answers that show understanding of 
moral and religious issues?  

PSHE (Jigsaw)  

 

Being me in my world 

How do my attitudes and actions make a difference to 

the class team? 

Who is in my school community, what roles do they 
play and how did I fit in? 

How does democracy work through the school council? 

How do my actions affect myself and others? 

Can I think about other’s feeling and empathise with 
them? 

How do groups come together to make decisions? 

 
 
 

PE 
 
Ball skills 
Can I develop confidence and accuracy when tracking 
a ball? 
Can I explore and develop a variety of throwing 
techniques? 
Can I develop catching skills using one and two 
hands? 
Can I develop dribbling skills with hands? 
Can I use tracking, sending and dribbling skills with 
feet?  
 
 
 

Computing 
 
Coding 
Can I create a simple computer program? 
Can I begin to understand selection in computer 
programming? 
Do I understand how an IF statement works? 
Do I understand how to use co-ordinates in computer 
programming? 
Do I understand the ‘Repeat until’ command? 
Can I understand how an IF/ELSE statement works? 
Do I understand what a variable is in programming? 
Can I use a number variable? 
Can I create a playable game? 
 



Art 

 
Can I experiment with different grades of pencil to create lines and marks?  
Can I begin to show an awareness of objects having a third dimension?  
Can I apply a simple use of pattern and texture in a drawing?  
 
Can I use a variety of techniques such as dying and weaving to create different textural effects? 
Can I experiment with a range of collage techniques such as overlapping and layering to create images?  
Can I use collage as a means of collecting ideas and information and building on visual vocabulary?  
 
 

 


