
Year 3 – Summer 1 overview  

Flotsam 
 

 
 
 
Main Outcomes: 

Mystery narrative and instructions  

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  
Can I extend a range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, 
including when, if, because, although? 
Can I use the present perfect form of verbs in 
contrast to the past tense? 
Can I use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time and cause (and place)? 
Can I use sentences with different forms?  
statement, question, exclamation, command 
Can I use noun phrases expanded by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases?  
Can I use apostrophes for omission & singular 
possession?  
Can I use the correct form of ‘a’ or ‘an’? 
Can I use and punctuate direct speech? 
Can I identify word families?  

Word Reading  
 
Can I develop positive attitudes to reading and 
understanding of what I have read by:  
- Increasing my familiarity with a wide range of 
books, (including fairy stories, myths and legends) 
and retelling some of these orally? 
- Identifying themes and conventions? 
- Discussing words and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination? 
-Participate in discussion about both books that are 
read to me and those I can read for myself, taking 
turns and listening to what others say? 

Writing composition 
Can I plan writing by? 
-Discussing writing similar to that which I am planning 

to write in order to understand and learn from its 

structure, vocabulary and grammar  

-Discussing and recording ideas  

Draft and write by: -  
-Using simple organisational devices (headings & 

subheadings) 

-Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including 

dialogue) 

-Organising paragraphs around a theme 

Evaluate and edit by : -  
-Assessing the effectiveness of my own and others’ 

writing and suggesting improvements  

-Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary 

 

Reading Comprehension  
 
Can I develop positive attitudes to reading and 
understanding of what I have read by: 
- Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences with evidence? 
-Predicting what might happen from details stated 
and implied? 
- Identifying main ideas from more than one 
paragraph and summarising these? 
- Identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning?  
- Retrieving and recording information from non-
fiction?  

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting)  
Can I spell words which are often misspelt? 

Can I use prefixes and suffixes and understand how 

to add them? 

Can I place the possessive apostrophe accurately in 

words with regular plurals and in words with 

irregular plurals? 

Can I write from memory simple sentences, dictated 

by the teacher, that include words and punctuation 

taught so far? 

Can I continue to use joins in my writing?  

Can I increase the legibility, consistency and quality 

of my handwriting? 

Can I use my knowledge of spelling patterns to spell 

words correctly in my work?  



History & Geography 

Overview: Across the Summer term we will be 

exploring the History and Geography of Chelmsford.  

 

Enquiry questions: 
What significant events, people and buildings are there 
in Chelmsford’s history? Why are they significant? 
 
How have the geographical features of Chelmsford 
changed throughout History?  
 
History 
Range and depth of historical knowledge 
Can I use evidence to describe the past? 
Can I describe similarities and differences between 
people, events and objects?  
 
Historical enquiry 
Can I use printed sources, the internet, pictures, 
photos, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to 
collect information about the past?  
Can I ask questions about the past?   
 
Organisation and communication 
Can I present findings about the past using speaking, 
writing, ICT and drawing skills? 
 
Geography 
Enquiry and investigation 
Can I study how land in the local area was used during 
the historical periods studied? 
Can I look at land use in the same area today and 
consider how and why this has changed?  
Can I identify main economies in the immediate area? 
Can I compare with trade in the past? Why has this 
changed?  
 

Continued. 
 
Fieldwork 
Can I identify local features on a map and begin to 
experiment with four figure grid reference, using 
them to locate and describe local features? 
Can I design questions and studies in the local area? 
Can I classify buildings?  
 
Direction/Location 
Can I use 4 compass points to follow/give directions? 
Can I use letter/number co-ordinates to locate 
features on a map?  
 
Drawing maps 
Can I try to make a map of a short route experienced 
with features in the correct order? 
Can I make a simple scale drawing?  
 
Using maps 
Can I follow a route on a map with some accuracy?  
 
Style of maps 
Can I use large scale OS maps?  
 
 
 

Science 
Overview: Inspired by the book Flotsam, we will be 
exploring how water is transported in plants and 
discovering how different plants have different 
requirements.  
 
Plants 
Can I investigate the way in which water is 
transported in plants? 
Can I compare the effect of different factors on plant 
growth?  
Can I explore how the requirements for life differ 
from plant to plant?  
 
Approaches to enquiry  
Can I group and classify things? 

Can I find things out using secondary sources of 

information?   

 
Planning 
Can I ask relevant questions and use different types 
of scientific enquiries to answer them?  
 
Observing 
Can I make systematic and careful observations?  
 
Recording  
Can I record my findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar 
charts, and tables?  
 
Concluding  
Can I identify differences, similarities or changes 
related to simple scientific ideas and processes? 
Can I use straightforward scientific evidence to 
answer questions or to support my findings? 
 

Evaluating 

Can I draw simple conclusion, make predictions for 

new values, suggest improvements, and raise further 

questions? 



Maths  
Fractions 
Can I describe part-whole relationships? 
Can I recognise equal and unequal parts? 
Can I recognise, identify and describe unit fractions? 
Can I find a fraction of a given quantity? 
Can I recognise and describe unit and non-unit 
fractions? 
Can I identify, describe and write non-unit fractions? 
Can I find a non-unit fraction of a given quantity? 
Can I compare fractions with the same denominator? 
Can I compare unit fractions? 
Can I recognise equivalent fractions? 
Can I add and subtract fractions with same 
denominator? 
 
Angles & Shapes 
Can I know that an angle is formed where lines meet? 
Can I know that an angle is a measure of a turn? 
Can I identify angles in a shape? 
Can I recognise the relationship between right angles, 
quarter, half, three quarter and full turns? 
Can I identify acute and obtuse angles? 
Can I identify pairs of perpendicular lines? 
Can I draw a line that is perpendicular to a given line? 
Can I identify pairs of parallel lines? 
Can I know that all rectangles have 4 straight sides and 
4 right angles? 
Can I make, draw and describe 2D shapes and their 
properties? 
Can I draw 2D shapes from given properties? 
Can I make and describe 3D shapes? 
Can I recognise shapes with reflective symmetry? 

Spanish 

Listening 

Can I listen to and enjoy short stories, nursery 

rhymes and songs? 

Can I recognise familiar words and short phrases? 

 

Speaking 

Can I communicate with others using simple words 

and short phrases? 

 

Reading 

Can I read familiar words and phrases accurately? 

Can I understand the meaning in English of short 

words that I read in Spanish? 

 

Writing 

Can I write familiar words and short phrases using a 

model or vocabulary list? 

 

Grammar 

Can I start to understand the concept of noun 

gender and the use of articles? 

Can I use the first person singular version of high 
frequency verbs? 

Religious Education  
During this half term, the children will explore the 
founders of different religions including: Jesus, 
Mohammad, Buddha and Guru Nanak. 
  
Thinking about religions and beliefs 
Can I make links between beliefs, stories and 

practices? 

Can I identify impacts of beliefs and practices on 

people’s lives? 

Can I identify similarities and differences between 

religions and beliefs? 

 
Enquiring, investigating and interpreting 
Can I investigate and connect features of religions 
and beliefs? 
Can I ask significant questions about religions and 
beliefs? 
Can I describe and suggest meanings for symbols and 
other forms of religious expression? 
 
Beliefs and teachings (what people believe) 
Can I describe some religious beliefs and teachings 
of religions studied, and their importance? 
 
Expression and language (how people express 
themselves) 
make links between religious symbols, language and 
stories and the beliefs or ideas that underlie them? 
 
Meaning and purpose (making sense of life) 
Can I compare my own and other people’s ideas 
about questions that are difficult to answer? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSHE (Jigsaw)  

Relationships 
Can I identify the roles and responsibilities of each 
member of my family and reflect on the expectations 
for males and females? 
Can I identify and put into practise some of the skills of 
friendship e.g. taking turns, being a good listener? 
Can I know and use some strategies for keeping myself 
safe online? 
Can I explain how some of the actions and word of 
people around the world help and influence my life? 
Can I understand how my needs and rights are shared 
by children around the world and identify how our lives 
may be different? 
Can I know how to express my appreciation of my 
friends and family? 

PE 
 
Cricket 
Can I perform the basic skills needed for the games 
with control and consistency? 
Can I choose good places to stand when receiving, 
and give reasons for my choice? 
Can I choose and use batting and throwing skills to 
make the game hard for their opponents? 

Computing 
 
Esafety 
Can I understand what makes a good password to use 
on the internet?  
Can I understand that some information held on 
websites may not be accurate or true? 
Can I identify some physical and emotional effects of 
playing or watching inappropriate content or games? 
Can I relate cyberbullying to bullying in the real world 
and have strategies to deal with online bullying? 
 
Email 
Can I open an email and respond to it? 
Can I follow rules about how to stay safe using email? 
Can I attach work to an email? 
Can I understand what CC and BCC mean and how to 
use them? 

Art DT – designing, creating and evaluating a Roman 
Catapult (linked to History)  
 
Developing, planning and communicating ideas 
Can I generate ideas for an item, considering its 
purpose and the users? 
Can I order the main stages of making a product? 
Can I identify a purpose and establish criteria for a 
successful product? 
Can I make drawings with labels when designing?  
Can I explain my choice of materials and 
components?  
 
Working with tools, equipment and materials 
Can I select tools and techniques for making my 
product? 
Can I explain my choice of tools and equipment? 
Can I understand that mechanical systems such as 
levels create movement? 
Can I measure, mark out, cut, score and assemble 
with some accuracy?  
 
Evaluating processes and products 
Can I evaluate my product against the design criteria? 

Music 



 
 
 
 

 


