
Year 3 – Spring 1  overview  

Escape from Pompeii 

 
 
Outcomes: 

Cityscape, roll on the wall, diary entry, letter, 
thought bubbles, timeline of events 
 
Main Outcome: 

Setting description, newspaper report 

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  
Can I extend a range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, although? 
Can I use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast 
to the past tense? 
Can I use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time and cause (and place)? 
Can I use sentences with different forms?  
statement, question, exclamation, command 
Can I use noun phrases expanded by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases? 

(e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict maths 
teacher with curly hair). 
Can I use apostrophes for omission & singular 
possession?  
Can I use the correct form of ‘a’ or ‘an’? 
Can I use and punctuate direct speech? 

Word Reading  
Can I apply my growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology), 
both to read aloud and to understand the meaning 
of new words I meet?  
Can I continue to read Year 3 common exception 
words - noting the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and where these 
occur in the word?  
 

Writing composition 
Can I plan writing by? 
Discussing writing similar to that which I am planning 

to write in order to understand and learn from its 

structure, vocabulary and grammar  

Discussing and recording ideas  

Draft and write by: -  
In non-narrative material, using simple organisational 

devices (headings & subheadings) 

Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including 

dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 

vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence 

structures  

Organising paragraphs around a theme 

Evaluate and edit by : -  
Assessing the effectiveness of my own and others’ 

writing and suggesting improvements  

Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary 

Proofreading for spelling and punctuation errors 

Reading Comprehension  
Can I develop positive attitudes to reading and 
understanding of what I have read by: 
Reading books that are structured in different ways and 
reading for a range of purposes? 
Increasing my familiarity with a wide range of books, 
(including fairy stories, myths and legends) and retelling 
some of these orally? 
Identifying themes and conventions? 
Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s 
interest and imagination? 
Participate in discussion about both books that are read 
to me and those I can read for Writing Transcription 
(Spelling and Handwriting) myself, taking turns and 
listening to what others say?  
Can I ask questions to improve my understanding of a 
text? 
Can I draw inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence? 
Can I predict what might happen from details stated 
and implied? 

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting)  
Can I spell words which are often misspelt? 

Can I use prefixes and suffixes and understand 

how to add them? 

Can I place the possessive apostrophe accurately 

in words with regular plurals and in words with 

irregular plurals? 

Can I write from memory simple sentences, 

dictated by the teacher, that include words and 

punctuation taught so far? 

Can I continue to use joins in my writing?  

Can I increase the legibility, consistency and 

quality of my handwriting? 

Can I use my knowledge of spelling patterns to 

spell words correctly in my work?  



Reading their own work out loud to a group or the 
class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the 
tone and volume so the meaning is clear 

 

Geography 

 

Locational and place knowledge 

Look at settlements, particularly in relation to the 

volcanoes 

 

Human and Physical Geography 

Can I locate places in the world where volcanoes 

occur? 

Can I understand and be able to communicate in 

different ways the cause of volcanoes and the process 

that occurs before a volcano erupts? 

Can I discuss how volcanoes affect human life? e.g. 

settlements and spatial variation 

Science 
Overview: Inspired by our learning about Volcanoes 
linked to the book ‘Escape from Pompeii’ children will 
learn about rocks, fossils and soils. 
 
Rocks  
Can I compare and group together different kinds of 
rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple 
physical properties? 
Can I describe in simple terms how fossils are formed 
when things that have lived are trapped within rock? 
Can I recognise that soils are made from rocks and 
organic matter? 
 
Skills to be explored in Science  
Approaches to enquiry  
Can I observe changes over time? 

Can I group and classify things? 

Can I carry out simple fair tests?  

Planning 
Can I ask relevant questions and use different types of 
scientific enquiries to answer them?  
Can I set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and 
fair tests? 
Observing 
Can I make systematic and careful observations and 
take accurate measurements using standard units, using 
a range of equipment?  
Recording  
Can I gather, record, classify and present data in a 
variety of ways to help me answer questions?  
Can I record my findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, 
and tables?  
Concluding  
Can I report on findings from enquiries, including oral 
and written explanations, displays or presentations of 
results and conclusions? 

Maths  
Length and Perimeter 
Can I measure, draw and compare lengths? 
Can I add and subtract lengths? 
Can I calculate perimeter? 
 
Multiplication and division 
Can I recall multiplication and division facts for 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 8 and 10? 
Can I use multiplicative structures: equal 
groups/parts, change and comparison, 
correspondence problems? 
Can I understand the relationships of 
commutativity and the inverse? 
Can I multiply and divide by 10 and 100? 
Can I multiply a 2-digit number by 2, 3, 4, 5 and 
solve corresponding division situations? 
Can I divide a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number? 



Can I use straightforward scientific evidence to answer 
questions or to support my findings? 
Evaluating 

Can I draw simple conclusions, make predictions for 
new values, suggest improvements, and raise further 
questions? 
 

PSHE (Jigsaw) - Celebrating Difference 

Dreams and Goals 
Can I tell you about a person who faced difficult 
challenges and achieved success? 
Can I identify a dream / ambition that is important to 
me? 
Do I enjoy facing new learning challenges and working 
out the best ways for me to achieve them? 
Am I motivated and enthusiastic about achieving a new 
challenge? 
Can I recognise obstacles which might hinder my 
achievement and can take steps to overcome them? 
Can I evaluate my own learning process and identify 
how it can be better next time? 

Religious Education  
During this half term, the children will explore the 
sacred writings in different religions: Qur’an, Guru 
Granth Sahib, Bible. 
  
Thinking about religions and beliefs 
Can I make links between beliefs, stories and practices? 

Can I identify impacts of beliefs and practices on 

people’s lives? 

Can I identify similarities and differences between 

religions and beliefs? 

Enquiring, investigating and interpreting 
Can I investigate and connect features of religions and 
beliefs? 
Can I ask significant questions about religions and 
beliefs? 
Can I describe and suggest meanings for symbols and 
other forms of religious expression? 
Beliefs and teachings (what people believe) 
Can I describe some religious beliefs and teachings of 
religions studied, and their importance? 
Expression and language (how people express 
themselves) 
make links between religious symbols, language and 
stories and the beliefs or ideas that underlie them 
Meaning and purpose (making sense of life) 
Can I compare my own and other people’s ideas about 
questions that are difficult to answer? 
 
 

PE 
Dance  

Can I improvise freely on my own or with a 
Partner? 
Can I translate ideas into a dance? 
Can I create and link phrases using a 
simple dance structure? 
Can I perform dances with an awareness 
of rhythm on their own or in a group? 
Can I improvise freely on own or with a 
Partner? 
Can I translate ideas into a dance? 
Can I create and link phrases using a 
simple dance structure? 
Can I perform dances with an awareness 
of rhythm on their own or in a group? 

Spanish 

 

DT - Food technology 
 

Currently DT (food technology), Art and Music are 
taught by expert secondary school teachers.  



Can I engage in a short conversation in Spanish?  

Can I use the numbers to 10 in sentences? 

Can I describe the colour of something?  

Can I name 10 animals? 

Develop, planning and communication ideas 
Can I make drawing with labels when designing? 
 
Working with tools and equipment 
Can I select a wider range of tools and techniques for 
making their product? 
Can I work safely and accurately with a range of simple 
tools? 
 
Food and nutrition 
Can I create a range of savoury dishes safely and 
hygienically? 
Can I understand how to use a range of techniques such 
as: peeling, chopping, slicing, grating, mixing, spearing, 
kneading, baking?  
Can I start to understand that a healthy diet is made up 
from a variety and balance of different food and drink, 
as depicted in ‘the eatwell guide’? 

 
History will all be taught in more depth in the next 
topic (next half term). 
 
Computing will be taught next half term.  

Music 
 
Listening Skills 
Can I find the pulse through movement when 
listening to music? 
Can I start to recognise different style indicators and 
different instruments and their sounds? 
Can I use more musical words to describe the music 
we listen to and my feelings towards it? 
 
Singing Skills 
Do I understand that we all need to work together 
when we sing in a group? 
Do I understand why we warm up our voices? 
Can I stand up straight, breathe properly and 
pronounce words in the correct style of the song we 
are singing? 
 
Composition Skills 
Can I record my compositions? e.g. graphic/pictorial, 
using ICT, video, formal notation 
Can I use dynamics to make my composition more 
interesting to listen to? 

Art 
 
Colour 
Can I extend exploring colour mixing to applying colour 
mixing? 
Can I make colour wheels to show primary and 
secondary colours?  
Can I use different types of brushes for specific 
purposes? 
Can I begin to apply colour using dotting, scratching, 
splashing to imitate an artist? 
 Can I use the style Pointillism – control over coloured 
dots, so tone and shading is evident? 

 



Can I write music down using colours, pictures or 
numbers? 
 
 

 


