
Year 3 - Autumn 2 overview  

The Tin forest 

`1`  
Outcomes: 
Persuasive posters, information leaflets, postcards, 
diary entries, wishes, setting descriptions 
Main Outcome: 
Persuasive information poster 

 
The tear thief 

 
Outcomes: 
Shared poem, persuasive poster, discussion 
Main Outcome: 
Letter of explanation 

 

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  
Can I extend a range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including 
when, if, because, although? 
Can I use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast 
to the past tense? 
Can I express time, place and cause using conjunctions? 
[for example, when, before, after, while, so, because], 
adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, therefore], or 
prepositions [for example, before, after, during, in, 
because of]  
Can I use sentences with different forms?  
statement, question, exclamation, command 
Can I use noun phrases expanded by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases? 

(e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict maths 
teacher with curly hair). 
Can I use apostrophes for omission & singular 
possession?  

Reading Comprehension  
Can I develop positive attitudes to reading and 
understanding of what I have read by:  
Increasing my familiarity with a wide range of 
books, (including fairy stories, myths and legends) 
and retelling some of these orally? 
Identifying themes and conventions? 
Discussing words and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination? 
Participate in discussion about both books that are 
read to me and those I can read for Writing 
Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting) myself, 
taking turns and listening to what others say?  
Can I ask questions to improve my understanding 
of a text? 
Can I draw inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, 
and justifying inferences with evidence? 
Can I predict what might happen from details 
stated and implied? 
 

Writing composition 
Can I plan writing by? 
Discussing writing similar to that which I am planning 

to write in order to understand and learn from its 

structure, vocabulary and grammar  

Discussing and recording ideas  

Draft and write by: -  
In narratives, creating settings, characters and plot  

Composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including 

dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 

Word Reading  
Can I apply my growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology), both 
to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new 
words I meet?  
Can I continue to read Year 3 common exception words 
- noting the unusual correspondences between spelling 
and sound, and where these occur in the word.  
  

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting)  
Can I use the first two or three letters of a word to 

check its spelling in a dictionary?  

Can I continue to use joins in my writing?  

Can I use my knowledge of spelling patterns to 

spell words correctly in my work?  



vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence 

structures  

Organising paragraphs around a theme 

Evaluate and edit by : -  
Assessing the effectiveness of my own and others’ 

writing and suggesting improvements  

Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary 

 

Geography 

 

Locational and place knowledge 

Can I use maps to locate countries of Europe?  

Can I study maps to make assumptions about the 

different areas of Europe? e.g. using map keys to 

identify mountainous areas, urban areas.  

Can I identify the hilliest areas and flattest areas as well 

as decide which rivers I think are the largest?  

Can I use the language of ‘north’, ‘south’, ‘east’, ‘west’ 

to relate countries to each other? 

Can I use maps, locate the Equator, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn?  

Can I compare physical and human features, draw 

conclusions, pose questions and use prior knowledge 

of map reading? 

Science 
Overview: Inspired by The Tin Forest, children will 
learn about the functions of different parts of a plant 
and their life cycles. 
 
Plants 
Can I explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle 

of flowering plants, including pollination, seed 

formation and seed dispersal? 

Can I explore the requirements of plants for life and 

growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil, and room 

to grow) and how they vary from plant to plant? 

Can I identify and describe the functions of different 

parts of flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, leaves and 

flowers? 

 
Skills to be explored in Science  
Approaches to enquiry  
Can I observe changes over time? 

Can I group and classify things? 

Can I carry out simple fair tests?  

Planning 
Can I ask relevant questions and use different types of 
scientific enquiries to answer them?  
Can I set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and 
fair tests? 
Observing 
Can I make systematic and careful observations and 
take accurate measurements using standard units, using 
a range of equipment?  
Recording  
Can I gather, record, classify and present data in a 
variety of ways to help me answer questions?  

Maths  
Graphs 
Collect, interpret and present data using charts and 

tables 

 
Addition and Subtraction 
Develop and use a range of mental calculation 

strategies 

Illustrate and explain formal written methods – 

column method 

 

Length and perimeter 
Measure, draw and compare lengths 

Add and subtract lengths 

Calculate perimeter 

 



Can I record my findings using simple scientific 
language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, 
and tables?  
Concluding  
Can I report on findings from enquiries, including oral 
and written explanations, displays or presentations of 
results and conclusions? 
Can I use straightforward scientific evidence to answer 
questions or to support my findings? 
Evaluating 

Can I draw simple conclusions, make predictions for 
new values, suggest improvements, and raise further 
questions? 
 

PSHE (Jigsaw) - Celebrating Difference 

Can I understand that everybody’s family is different 

and important to them? 

Can I understand that differences and conflicts 

sometimes happen among family members? 

Can I know what it means to be a witness to bullying? 

Can I know that witnesses can make the situation 

better or worse by what they do? 

Can I recognise that some words are used in hurtful 
ways? 

Religious Education  
During this half term, the children will continue to 
explore the different places of worship that religions 
have. 
  
Thinking about religions and beliefs 
Can I make links between beliefs, stories and practices? 

Can I identify impacts of beliefs and practices on 

people’s lives? 

Can I identify similarities and differences between 

religions and beliefs? 

Enquiring, investigating and interpreting 
Can I ask significant questions about religions and 
beliefs? 
Can I describe and suggest meanings for symbols and 
other forms of religious expression? 
Beliefs and teachings (what people believe) 
Can I describe some religious beliefs and teachings of 
religions studied, and their importance? 
Meaning and purpose (making sense of life) 

PE 
Gymnastics 

Can improve the quality of their actions, body 

shapes and balance.  

Can select appropriate actions and consolidate 

simple ideas.  

Can know the importance of strength. 

Can evaluate their work and quality of their 

performance. 

Can recognise how their work can be improved. 

 



Can I tell you about a time when my words affected 
someone’s feelings and what the consequences were? 

 

Can I compare my own and other people’s ideas about 
questions that are difficult to answer? 
 

Spanish 

 

Can I count to 10? 

Can I ask someone how old they are and say how old I 

am? 

Can I understand and give classroom instructions? 

Can I understand and respond to action words? 

Can I name the body parts?  

Can I name the colours?  

 

 

DT - Food technology 
 
Develop, planning and communication ideas 
Can I make drawing with labels when designing? 
 
Working with tools and equipment 
Can I select a wider range of tools and techniques for 
making their product? 
Can I work safely and accurately with a range of simple 
tools? 
 
Food and nutrition 
Can I create a range of savoury dishes safely and 
hygienically? 
Can I understand how to use a range of techniques such 
as: peeling, chopping, slicing, grating, mixing, spearing, 
kneading, baking?  
Can I start to understand that a healthy diet is made up 
from a variety and balance of different food and drink, 
as depicted in ‘the eatwell guide’? 

Currently DT (food technology), Art and Music are 
taught by expert secondary school teachers.  
 
History will all be taught in more depth later in the 
year. 
 
Computing will be taught later in the year.  

Art 
Drawing 
Can I make marks and lines with a wide range of 
drawing implements? 
Can I experiment with different grades of pencils to 
create lines and marks? 
Can I experiment with different grades of pencil and 
other implements to achieve variation in tone? 
Can I apply tone in a drawing? 
Can I create texture with a wide range of drawing 
implements? 
Can I apply a simple use of pattern and texture in a 
drawing?  
Can I begin to show an awareness of objects having a 
third dimension? 
 
Printing  

Music 
 
Listening Skills 
Can I sometimes place pieces of music in their historical 
context? 
Can I use more musical words to describe the music we 
listen to and my feelings towards it? 
Can I pay attention and concentrate when my friends 
talk about music we have listened to? 
Can I enjoy listening to a variety of music from all over 
the world, different times and traditions? 
 
Singing Skills 
Do I understand the meaning of the lyrics to a song and 
perform them properly, showing how I feel when I sing? 
Can I keep the pulse inside of me when I sing and realise 
that we all need to sing together as an ensemble? 
Can I follow a leader when I sing? 

 



Can I use equipment and media with increasing 
confidence? 
Can I use language appropriate to skill? 
Can I explore images through monoprinting on a 
variety of papers? 
 
Pattern 
Can I link Art to Maths, thinking about symmetry? 
 

 
Instrumental and Performing Skills  
Can I look after my instrument and play it thoughtfully? 
Can I play ‘by ear’ and when I feel comfortable with the 
part I have learnt, I can move to a different one? 
Can I confidently perform to an audience? 
Can I sing, play my instrument, improvise and play my 
compositions during the performance? 

 


