
Year 3 - Autumn 1 overview  

 

 
The BFG 

 

 
 

Outcomes in literacy: Character and setting 
descriptions, speech, metaphors and similes. 
 
Main outcome: Writing our own version of a 
fantasy narrative. 
 

The First Drawing 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Outcomes in literacy: exploring sentences types, 
character description, diary entrthought bubbles, 
writing in the role of a character 
 

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  
 
- Can I extend a range of sentences with 
more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions, including when, if, 
because, although? 
- Can I select an appropriate choice of 
pronoun or noun within and across 
sentences to aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition? 
- Can I express time, place and cause 
using conjunctions? [for example, when, 
before, after, while, so, because], 
adverbs [for example, then, next, soon, 
therefore], or prepositions [for example, 
before, after, during, in, because of]  
- Can I use fronted adverbials? [for 
example, Later that day, I heard the bad 
news.] 
 - Can I use commas after fronted 
adverbials?  
- Can I use and punctuate direct speech? 
- Can I use noun phrases expanded by 
the addition of modifying adjectives, 
nouns and preposition phrases? (e.g. the 

Reading Comprehension  
 
Can I develop positive attitudes to reading 
and understanding of what I have read by: 
  
- Increasing my familiarity with a wide range 
of books, (including fairy stories, myths and 
legends) and retelling some of these orally? 
- Identifying themes and conventions? 
- Discussing words and phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest and imagination? 
- Participate in discussion about both books 
that are read to me and those I can read for 
Writing Transcription (Spelling and 
Handwriting) myself, taking turns and 
listening to what others say?  



Main outcome: diary entry from the perspective 
of a character 
 

teacher expanded to: the strict maths 
teacher with curly hair). 

Writing 
 
Can I plan writing by:  
- Discussing writing similar to that which I am 
planning to write in order to understand and 
learn from its structure, vocabulary and 
grammar?  
- Discussing and recording ideas? 
 
Draft and write by:  
- In narratives, creating settings, characters and 
plot.  
- Composing and rehearsing sentences orally 
(including dialogue), progressively building a 
varied and rich. vocabulary and an increasing 
range of sentence structures  
- Organising paragraphs around a theme. 
 
Evaluate and edit by:  
- Assessing the effectiveness of my own and 
others’ writing and suggesting improvements  
- Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary 

Word Reading  
 
- Can I apply my growing knowledge of 
root words, prefixes and suffixes 
(etymology and morphology), both to 
read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words I meet?  
 
- Can I continue to read Year 3 common 
exception words? - Noting the unusual 
correspondences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in the 
word.  
  

Writing Transcription (Spelling and 
Handwriting)  
 
- Can I use the first two or three letters of a 

word to check its spelling in a dictionary?  

- Can I continue to use joins in my writing?  

- Can I use my knowledge of spelling 

patterns to spell words correctly in my 

work?  



History   
 
Overview: Explore changes in Britain between 
the stone age and iron age. 
 
Topic question: 
How did life change in Britain between the stone 
age and iron age?  
 
Chronology 
Can I use timelines to sequence events? 
Can I understand that timelines can be split into 
BC and AD?  
 
Range and depth of historical knowledge 
Can I use evidence to describe the past? 
 
Interpretation of history  
Can I distinguish between 2 different sources and 
evaluate their usefulness? 
 
Historical enquiry 
Can I use a range of sources to collect information 
about the past?  
Can I use printed sources and the internet to 
collect information about the past?  

Science 
 
Overview: Explore light and dark 
 
Knowledge 
Can I recognise that we need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of 
light? 
Can I notice that light is reflected from surfaces? 
Can I recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked 
by an opaque object? 
Can I recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to 
protect our eyes? 
Can I find patterns in the way that the size of shadows changes? 
 
 
Planning 
Can I ask relevant questions and use different types of scientific enquiries to answer 
them?  
Can I set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests? 
 
Observing 
Can I make systematic and careful observations and take accurate measurements using 
standard units, using a range of equipment?  
 
Recording  
Can I gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of ways to help me answer 
questions?  
Can I record my findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 
keys, bar charts, and tables?  
 



Concluding  
Can I use straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support my 
findings? 

Maths  
 
Number sense and exploring calculation 
strategies 
- Can I read, write, order and compare numbers 
to 100? 
- Can I calculate mentally using known facts, 
round and adjust, near doubles, adding on to find 
the difference?  
- Can I derive new facts from a known fact?  
 
Place value 

Music  
 
Listening 
- Can I recognise different style 
indicators and different instruments 
and their sounds? 
- Can I explain that the pulse is the 
musical heartbeat and that it is the 
foundation of a piece of music? 
- Can I use more musical words to 
describe the music we listen to and my 
feelings towards it? 

PE 
 
Games - tag rugby  
- Can I learn the rules of the game and 
begin to use them to play honestly? 
- Can I communicate with my team and 
move into space to help them? 
- Can I defend an opponent and attempt to 
tag them? 
- Can I move with a ball towards goal with 
increasing control? 



- Can I read, write, represent, partition, order and 
compare 3-digit numbers? 
- Can I find 10 and 100 more or less? 
- Can I round to the nearest multiple of 10 and 
100? 

- Can I understand how pulse, rhythm, 
pitch and also tempo, dynamics, timbre, 
texture and structure fit into the music 
we listen to? 
 
Singing Skills 
- Can I understand that we all need to 
work together when we sing in a 
group? 
- Can I understand why we warm up our 
voices? 
- Can I stand up straight, breathe 
properly and pronounce words in the 
correct style of the song we are singing? 
 
Composition Skills 
- Do I know that sometimes music is 
written down in the form of notation? 
- Can I make up my own rhythms to go 
with the notes? 
- Can I improvise confidently? 
- Can I make up simple rhythmic 
patterns and then add a melody to it? 
- Can I use dynamics to make my 
composition more interesting to listen 
to? 
 

- Can I pass and receive the ball with some 
control? 
- Can I provide feedback using key words?  
- Can I understand my role as an attacker 
and as a defender? 
- Can I work cooperatively with my group 
to self-manage games? 

PSHE (Jigsaw) - Being me in my world Religious Education  
 

Art 
 
Drawing 



- Can I recognise my worth and identify positive 
things about myself?  
- Can I set personal goals?  
- Can I face challenges positively? Can I make 
responsible choices and ask for help when I need 
it?   
- Can I understand why rules are needed and how 
they relate to rights and responsibilities?  
- Can I understand that my actions affect myself 
and others? 
- Can I try to see things from someone else’s 
point of view? 
 

During this half term, the children will be 
exploring the different places of worship 
that religions have.  
 
Thinking about religions and beliefs 
- Can I make links between beliefs, 
stories and practices? 
- Can I identify impacts of beliefs and 
practices on people’s lives? 
- Can I identify similarities and 
differences between religions and 
beliefs? 
 
Enquiring, investigating and interpreting 
- Can I ask significant questions about 
religions and beliefs? 
- Can I describe and suggest meanings 
for symbols and other forms of religious 
expression? 
 
Beliefs and teachings (what people 
believe) 
- Can I describe some religious beliefs 
and teachings of religions studied, and 
their importance? 
 
Meaning and purpose (making sense of 
life) 

- Can I make marks and lines with a wide 
range of drawing implements? 
- Can I experiment with different grades of 
pencils to create lines and marks? 
- Can I experiment with different grades of 
pencil and other implements to achieve 
variation in tone? 
- Can I apply tone in a drawing? 
- Can I create texture with a wide range of 
drawing implements? 
- Can I apply a simple use of pattern and 
texture in a drawing?  
- Can I begin to show an awareness of 
objects having a third dimension?  
 
 



- Can I compare my own and other 
people’s ideas about questions that are 
difficult to answer? 
 

Spanish 

- Can I greet people in Spanish? 
- Can I use the appropriate greetings for different 
times of day? 
- Can I introduce myself in Spanish? 
- Can I ask how someone is feeling and respond? 
- Do I know the words for colours in Spanish?  

DT - Food technology 
 
Develop, planning and communication 
ideas 
- Can I make drawing with labels when 
designing? 
 
Working with tools and equipment 
- Can I select a wider range of tools and 
techniques for making their product? 
- Can I work safely and accurately with a 
range of simple tools? 
 
Food and nutrition 
- Can I create a range of savoury dishes 
safely and hygienically? 
- Can I understand how to use a range of 
techniques such as: peeling, chopping, 
slicing, grating, mixing, spearing, 
kneading, baking?  
- Can I start to understand that a healthy 
diet is made up from a variety and 
balance of different food and drink, as 
depicted in ‘the Eatwell guide’? 

Currently DT (food technology), Art and 
Music are taught by expert secondary school 
teachers.  
 
Geography will all be taught in more depth 
later in the year. 
 
Computing will be taught later in the year. 

 


