
Year 2 – Spring 1 Overview: We are Water Protectors and The Journey Home 
 

Main outcomes in literacy:  
Non-Fiction: Biography of Sir David Attenborough - Recount 
Narrative: The Journey Home – Voyage and Return Story 
Poetry: Water Droplet – Cinquain Poem 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  

• Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun I 
[Revision of Year 1]  

• Formation of adjectives using suffixes such as –ly  

• Subordination (using when, if, that, because)  

• Expanded noun phrases for description and specification 
[for example, the blue butterfly, plain flour, the man in 
the moon]  

• How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its 
function as a statement, question, exclamation or 
command.  

• Correct choice and consistent use of present tense and 
past tense throughout writing  

• Use of the progressive form of verbs in the present and 
past tense to mark actions in progress [for example, she 
is drumming, he was shouting]  

• Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks to demarcate sentences  

• Commas to separate items in a list 

• Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in 
spelling 

Reading Comprehension  
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 
understanding by:  

• Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a 
wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can 
read independently  

• Recognising simple recurring literary language in stories 
and poetry  

• Discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking 
new meanings to known vocabulary 

•  Understand both the books that they can already read 
accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: 
Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting) – 

• Answering and asking questions 

Writing 
Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:  

• Writing poetry  

• Writing for different purposes Consider what they are 
going to write before beginning by: Encapsulating what 
they want to say, sentence by sentence  

• Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their 
own writing by: Proof-reading to check for errors in 
spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends 
of sentences punctuated correctly] 

Word Reading  

• Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words until automatic decoding has 
become embedded and reading is fluent  

• Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that 
contain the graphemes taught so far, especially 
recognising alternative sounds for graphemes  

• Read accurately words of two or more syllables that 
contain the same graphemes as above  

• Read words containing common suffixes 

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting)  

• Segmenting spoken words into phonemes and 

representing these by graphemes, spelling many 

correctly  

• Learning to spell more words with contracted forms  

• Add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –

ness, –ful, –less, –ly  

• Apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English 

Appendix 1 
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History  
Overview: We are activists –We look at Rosa Parks and David 
Attenborough and how they changed the world. Then we start 
our own campaign to help save the planet and write to our local 
MP about plastic pollution and what supermarkets can do to 
reduce their use of plastics. 
 
Enquiry Question: How have people changed the world? 
 
Chronology: 
Can I use past and present when telling others about an event? 
Range and Depth of Historical Knowledge: 
Can I recount main events from a significant event in history? 
Can I use evidence to explain reasons why people in the past 
acted as they did developing empath and understanding (hot 
seating, role play)? 
Interpretations of History 
Can I understand why some people in the past did things? 
Historical Enquiry: 
Can I use source to ask questions? ‘What was it like for a…?’ 
‘What happened in the past?’ 

 

Science 
Overview: The children will help the water protectors to patrol 
the water ways by building them a raft. They will identify and 
test a range of materials, including how waterproof and stretchy 
materials are.  
 
Skills to be explored in Science  
Approaches to enquiry  
Can I group and classify things? 
Can I carry out simple and fair tests?  
Planning 
Can I set up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests? 
Observing 
Can I take accurate measurements using standard units, using a 
range of equipment?  
Recording  
Can I gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of ways 
to help in answering questions? 
Concluding  
Can I use straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions 
or to support my findings?  

DT 
Overview: Children design a machine to clean the rivers. 
Children will do this after having a walk to the local river and 
seeing the plastic pollution that there is.  
 
Developing, planning and communicating ideas 
Can I begin to generate my own ideas by drawing on my own and 
other people’s experiences?  
Can I begin to develop my ideas through discussion, observation, 
drawing and modelling? 
Can I develop my ideas through talk, drawings with labelled 
parts? 
Can I make mock-ups of my ideas with card and paper or ICT?  
 
Working with tools, equipment, materials and components to 
make quality products 
Can I begin to select tools and materials; using the correct 
vocabulary to name and describe them?  
Can I build structures and explore how they can be made 
stronger, stiffer and more stable?  
Can I start to assemble, join and combine materials?  

 

Computing – Units 2.3 Can I organise data using a spreadsheet? 
2.4 Can I organise data using questioning?  2.7 Can I edit digital 
data? 
 
Can I organise data – for example, using a database such as 
2Investigate?  
Can I organise data – for example, using a database such as 
2Investigate?  
Can I find data using specific searches – for example, using 
2Investigate?  
Can I use several programs to organise information – for example, 
using binary trees such as 2Question or spreadsheets such as 
2Calculate?  
Can I edit digital data such as data in music composition software 
like 2Sequence?  
Can I name, save and find my work?  
Can I include photos, text and sound in my creations? 

 
 

RE (SACRE SCHEME)- Special words and stories 
 
Can I retell religious stories and identify some religious beliefs and 
teachings? 
Can I identify some religious practices, and know that some are 
characteristic of more than one religion?  
Can I identify similarities and differences in features of religions 
and beliefs? 
Can I suggest meanings in religious symbols, language and stories? 
Can I respond sensitively to the experiences and feelings of others, 
including those with a faith? 
Do I realise that some questions that cause people to wonder are 
difficult to answer? 
Can I respond sensitively to the values and concerns of others, 
including those with a faith, in relation to matters of right and 
wrong? 

 

PE – Dance 
Can I copy, remember and repeat a series of actions? 
Can I select from a wider range of actions in relation to a stimulus? 
Can I use pathways, levels, shapes, directions, speeds and timing 
with guidance? 
Can I use mirroring and unison when completing actions with a 
partner? 
Can I show a character through actions, dynamics and expression? 
Can I use counts with help to stay in time with the music? 
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Mathematics Mastery  
Time 
Can I tell the time on an analogue clock? quarter past, quarter to and five minute intervals  
Can I calculate durations of time in minutes and seconds? Can I sequence daily events? 
Do I know how many minutes are in an hour and how many hours are in a day? 
Fractions  
Can I work with part-whole relationships?  
Can I relate fractions to division? 
Can I find fractions as part of a whole or a whole set? 
Addition and Subtraction of 2-digit numbers 
Can I illustrate, represent and explain addition and subtraction involving regrouping including ‘Make Ten’, ‘Round and adjust’ and ‘near doubles’? 

PSHE – Dreams and Goals  
Can I choose a realistic goal and think about how to achieve it? 
Can I carry on trying even when I find things difficult? 
Can I recognise who I work well with and who it is more difficult for me to work with? 
Can I work well in a group? 
Can I tell you some ways I worked well with my group? 
Do I know how to share success with other people? 

 


