
Year 1 - Spring 2 Overview 

 

Main outcomes in literacy:  
- Letters 
- List of Rules 
- Character Descriptions 
- Story 

Children write a complete story built around two 
characters who develop an unlikely friendship, in 
the third person using past tense.  
 
 

 
 

Word Reading  

- Can I read common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and 
where these occur in the word?  

- Can I read words containing taught GPCs and -s,     -
es, -ing, -ed, -er and -est endings?  

 

Reading Comprehension  
Can I develop pleasure in reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and understanding by:  
 

- Being encouraged to link what I read or 
hear read to my own experiences? 

- Discussing word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known?  

 
Can I understand both the books I can already read 
accurately and fluently and those I listen to by:   
 

- Predicting what might happen on the basis 
of what has been read so far? 

- Drawing on what I already know or on 
background information and vocabulary 
provided by my teacher?  

- Discussing the significance of the title and 
events? 

- Making inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done? 

- Answering and asking questions?  
 

Writing 
Can I write sentences by:  

- Saying out loud what I am going to 
write about? 

- Composing a sentence orally before 
writing it? 

- Sequencing sentences to form short 
narratives? 

- Re-reading what I have written to check 
it makes sense? 

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  
- Can I understand how words can combine to make 

sentences? 
- Can I join words and clauses using ‘and’? 
- Can I use expanded noun phrases to describe and 

specify? E.g. the blue butterfly 
-  Can I use capital letters for names of people, places 

and the personal pronoun ‘I’ etc? 

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting)  
- Can I use –ing, -ed, -er and –est where no 

change is needed in the spelling of root 

words? E.g. helping, helped, helper 
- Can I apply simple spelling rules and 

guidance? 
- Can I learn to use the possessive 

apostrophe (singular)? E.g. the girl’s book 

 



- Discussing what I have written with the 
teacher or other pupils? 

- Reading my writing aloud clearly 
enough to be heard by my peers and 
teacher? 

- Writing narratives about personal 
experiences and those of others (real 
and fictional)? 

- Planning or saying out loud what I am 
going to write about? 

- Writing down ideas and/or key words, 
including new vocabulary?  

- Encapsulating what I want to say, 
sentence by sentence?  

- Evaluating my writing with the teacher 
and other pupils? 

 

- Can I use suffixes that can be added to verbs where 
no change is needed in the spelling of root words? 
E.g. helping, helped, helper 

- Can I use the suffixes –er and –est in adjectives and 
use –ly in Standard English to turn adjectives into 
adverbs? 

- Can I use subordination (when, if, that, because) and 
co-ordination (or, and, but)? 

- Can I use the correct choice and consistent use of 
present tense and past tense throughout writing?  

- Can I use apostrophes to mark where letters are 
missing in spelling and to mark singular possession in 
nouns? E.g. the girl’s name  

 

 



Geography  
Overview: To identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the equator and the North and 
South Poles. Discuss where in the World Yeti 
might be living? Where was bird trying to travel 
to?  
 
Skills to be explored in Geography  
 
Locational and Place knowledge  
Can I ask geographical questions?  
Can I draw and label pictures to show how 
places are different?  
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Can I use basic vocabulary to refer to physical 
and human features?  
Can I verbalise and write about similarities and 
differences between the features of two 
localities?  
Can I ask questions about the weather and 
seasons?  
Can I observe and record express opinions about 
the seasons and relate the changes?  
 
Fieldwork 
Can I demonstrate simple fieldwork skills? E.g. 
data collection and observations.    
 

Science 
Overview: To observe changes across the four seasons and 
observe and describe weather associated with the seasons 
and how day length varies. To observe and discuss some 
weather patterns from around the world – based on the 
information in the text – where does Yeti live? Cross 
curricular links with Geography.  
 
Skills to be explored in Science   
 
Approaches to enquiry   
Can I observe changes over a period of time?  
Can I notice patterns?  
Can I carry out simple comparative tests? 
Can I find things out using secondary sources of information?  
  
Planning  
Can I ask simple questions?  
 

Observing  
Can I observe closely using simple equipment?  
Can I perform simple tests?  
  
Recording   
Can I gather and record data to help me answer a question?  
  
Concluding   
Can I begin to suggest answers to my questions using my 
observations and ideas?  
 

 Art 
Overview: To use a range of materials creatively to 
design and make products. To develop a range of 
art and design techniques using texture.  
Yeti helped bird to pack for his long journey. Yeti 
was sad that bird was leaving. Can you make a 
keepsake decoration for Yeti and/or bird so that 
they can be reminded of their friendship when 
they are apart?  
 
Texture 
Can I create simple paper and/or material weaving 
using a card loom? 
Can I mix colours and paint strips of paper to weave 
with? 
Can I add objects to the weaving – buttons, twigs, 
dried flowers etc.? 
Can I explore colour in weaving? 
Can I build on skills of using various materials to 
make collages – using some smaller items? 
Can I use texture to provide information – e.g. 
manmade or natural materials? 
Can I sort items according to specific qualities? E.g. 
warm, cold, shiny, smooth etc.  
Can I discuss how textiles create things? E.g. 
curtains, clothing, decoration.  
  

Computing  
Networking  

- Can I log on to a network using my own 
log on and ‘secret’ password? 

- Can I log off safely from a network?  

Music  
‘Round and Round’ 

Round and Round is a Bossa Nova Latin song written 
especially for children. In this song the children will learn 

PE 
 
Gymnastics  
Can I move safely and with confidence?  
Can I carry and place equipment safely?  



Community and Sharing Safely  
- Can I use technology safely? 
- Can I explain how to keep personal 

information private?  
- Can I recognise the common uses of 

information technology beyond school?    

 

about singing and playing instruments in preparation for an 
end-of-unit performance.  
As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose 
with this song, children will listen and appraise classic songs 
from the Bossa Nova Latin style.  
 
Listen and appraise 
Do I enjoy listening to different musical styles from around 
the world?  
Can I sometimes identify where the music comes from?  
Can I sometimes recognise the different instruments that I 
can hear? 
Can I usually find the pulse on my own when I listen to music? 
Can I begin to use musical words when I talk about music?  
Singing  
Can I stand up straight to produce a quality sound?  
Can I follow a leader when I sing? 
Can I start and stop when a leader tells me to?  
Playing instruments 
Can I play tunes on an instrument? 
Can I improvise, making up my own tunes and rhythms? 
Can I start and stop or join in when I am directed as I watch a 
leader? 
Can I look after my instrument and hold the beater correctly?   
Do I know there is a language that represents the music we 
play? 
Improvisation 
Can I enjoy creating and exploring musical sounds with my 
instrument?  
Can I make up simple improvisations on my own?  
Composition  
Can I work within a group to compose a tune and fit it into the 
song we are learning?  
Perform and Share  
Can I work together in my group? Can we try to start and end 
together? 

Can watch, copy and describe what others have 
done? 
Can perform movement phrases using a range of 
body parts and actions? 
 



Can I perform what I’ve learnt to other people, with 
confidence? 
Can I make sure the audience can hear and see me properly? 
Can I talk about what went well and what we could do better? 

Mathematics Mastery  

Addition and Subtraction within 20 

- Can I illustrate, explain and link addition and subtraction with equations? 

- Can I apply the ‘Make Ten’ strategy? 

- Can I use language to quantify and compare difference?  

Fractions   

- Can I identify ½ and ¼ of a shape or object? 

- Can I find ½ and ¼ of a quantity?   

Measures: Length and Mass 

- Can I compare and measure lengths and mass using cm and kg? 

- Can I explore doubling and halving?  

PSHE and Personal Development  
 
 
 
 

RE (SACRE SCHEME)  
  
Can I recount outlines of some religious stories? 
Can I recognise features of religious life and practice?  
Can I recognise some religious symbols and words? 
Can I identify aspects of my own experience and feelings, in religious material studied?  
Can I identify things I find interesting or puzzling, in religious materials studied? 
Can I identify what is of value and concern to me, in religious material studied?  
Can I recognise symbols and other forms of religious expression? 
Can I recall features of religious, spiritual and moral stories and other forms of religious expression? 

http://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/year-2/units/unit-1-numbers-within-100-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/year-2/units/unit-2-add-and-subtract-2-digit-numbers-10-lessons


Can I recognise and name features of religions and beliefs?  

 

Special Symbols and Objects – Spring Term 

 
Personal Experience  

- Can I discuss what ‘special’ things I have in my home? Can I explain why they are special to me and how I treat them? 
- Can I discuss what animals we resemble? Can I share my ideas and views about the ‘outer me’ and the ‘inner me’? 
- Can I explain what a symbol is?  

Christianity  
- Can I explain what special things might be found in a Christian home? Can I explain why they are special? 
- Can I explain why the cross is the most important Christian symbol? 
- Can I discuss what Easter symbols remind Christians of their belief that Jesus came back to life?  

Buddhism 
- Can I explain what Buddhists ‘see’ in the Buddha image and why it is so special to them?  
- Can I explain how Buddhists remember the Buddha as ‘special’ at the festival of Wesak/Vesak/Vaisakhi? 

Judaism  
- Can I explain why the Torah scroll is so special for Jews and what is done to show how special it is?  
- Can I discuss the main events in the story of Moses? Can I explain why Moses is so important to the Jewish people?  
- Can I discuss what special foods Jews have at the Seder meal during Pesach to remind them of the story of how Moses led the slaves to freedom?  

 

 


