
Year 1-  Spring 1 overview 

 

Main outcomes in literacy:  

To tell a four part problem story to the 
other Year 1 Class based on Stanley’s Stick. 
This will be called Sarah’s Sock. 
 
To write some instructions for a toy or game 
for nursery children to follow. 
 
Stanley’s Stick  

 

Word Reading  

• Can I respond speedily with the correct sound to 
graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ 
phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative 
sounds for graphemes? 

• Can I read accurately by blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words containing GPCs? 

• Can I read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, 
–ing, –ed, –er and –est endings? 

• Can I read aloud accurately books that are consistent 
with my developing phonic knowledge and that do 
not require me to use other strategies to work out 
words? 

• Can I re-read these books to build up my fluency and 
confidence in word reading?  

Reading Comprehension  
Can I develop pleasure in reading by:  
*Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction texts that are at a level 
beyond which they can read independently?  
*Being linked to what I read/ hear to my own 
experiences? 
*Becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales, retelling them and 
considering their particular characteristics? 
*Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to 
recite some by heart?  
 
Can I understand the books I read and the books 
that are read to me by:  
*Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings 
to words that I already know? 
Predicting what might happen next? 
 

Writing 
Can I write sentences by:  
* Saying out loud what I am going to write 
about? 
*Composing a sentence orally before writing it? 
*Sequencing sentences to form short narratives? 
*Re-reading what I have written to check that it 
makes sense? 

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  
*Can I use capital letters, full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks to demarcate sentences? 
* Can I combine words to make sentences? 
* Can I join words and joining clauses using ‘and’? 
* Can I sequence sentences to form short narratives? 
* Can I begin to use subordination (using when, if, that, 
because) and co-ordination (using or, and, but)? 
* Can I use –er, -est, -ly to change verbs into adverbs? 
*Can I begin to tell if a sentence is a question, statement, 
exclamation or command? 
 

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting)  
*Can I write words containing each of the 40 

phonemes taught?  

*Can I use –ing, ed,-er and –est where no change 

is needed to the root word?  

*Can I write simple sentences from memory 

dictated by the teacher?  

* Can I use common exception words and basic 

punctuation in my writing?  

  



History  
Overview: To learn about the types of toys that 
Stanley might play with and to see how these 
are different from the toys that his parents and 
grandparents played with  
 
Chronology  
Can I sequence events or objects in chronological 
order? 
Can I use words and phrases such as: old, new, 
young, days and months?  
Range and Depth of historical knowledge 
Can I tell the difference between past and 
present in own and others’ lives?  
Can describe the similarities and differences in 
artefacts? 
Interpretations of History  
Can I begin to identify and recount some 
features of the past from sources such as 
photos, videos and first-hand accounts?  
 
Historical Enquiry  
Can I ask and answer questions related to 
different artefacts/sources?   
Can I sort artefacts into ‘then’ and ‘now’? 
 
 

Science 
Overview:  
To identify and name common wild and garden plants that 
Stanley might find in the forest- including deciduous and 
evergreen trees. Name the structure of a flowering plant and 
to sort plants into groups. To observe a plant grow over time 
and notice changes.  
 
Skills to be explored in Science  
Approaches to enquiry  

I can Identify and describe the basic structure of a 
variety of common flowering plants, including trees. 
 
Planning 
I can ask simple questions.  
Observing 
I can observe closely, using simple equipment. 
I can identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of 
common flowering plants 
I can group and classify plants 
 
Recording  
I can perform simple tests.  

I can gathering and recording data to help in answering 
questions 

 
Concluding  
I can begin to suggest answers to my questions using my 
observations and ideas 
 

 DT 
Overview: To design and make a toy vehicle using 
Stanley’s stick as part of the toy.  
 
Developing, planning and communicating ideas.  
Can I begin to draw on my own experience to help 
generate ideas and research conducted on 
criteria? 
Can I start to evaluate my product by discussing 
how well it works in relation to the purpose 
(design criteria)? 
 
 
Working with tools, equipment, materials and 
components to make quality products 
Can I explore and use mechanisms (e.g. levers, 
sliders, wheels and axles) in my product? 
Can I begin to assemble, join and combine 
materials and components together using a variety 
of temporary methods? 
Can I begin to use simple finishing techniques to 
improve the appearance of my product? 
 
 
 

RE 
Enquiry Question - How can an object be 
special?   
 
I can draw on my own experiences and discuss 
how things can be special to me 

Music  
 
Can I listen and appraise to a range of songs?  
Can I march to the pulse?  
Can I copy back the rhythms that I hear?  
Can I clap to the rhythm? 

PE 
Fundamentals   
Overview: Children will explore the fundamental 
skills of balancing, running, changing direction, 
jumping, hopping and skipping. 
Can I explore balance, stability and landing safely? 



 
I can recognise some religious symbols and 
words 
 
I can recognise and name features of religions 
and beliefs. 
 
I can recognise features of religious life and 
practice. 

 

 
Can I sing together with my class in time? 
 
Can I play an instrument accurately and in time?  
 
Can I begin to talk about the performance I have been a part 
of? How does it make me feel?  

Can I explore how the body moves differently 
when running at different speeds? 
Can I explore changing direction and dodging? 
Can I explore jumping, hopping and skipping 
actions? 
Can I explore co-ordination and combination 
jumps? 
Can I explore combination jumping and skipping in 
an individual rope? 

Mathematics Mastery  

Exploring calculation strategies within 20  

• Model, explain and choose addition and subtraction strategies 

Numbers to 50  

• 2-digit numbers – represent, sequence, explore, compare.  

• Count in 2s, 5s and 10s  

• Describe and complete number patterns 

Addition and subtraction within 20 

• Illustrate, explain and link addition and subtraction with equations 

• Apply ‘Make Ten’ strategy  

• Use language to quantify 

 

 
Personal Development  



PSHE JIGSAW – Dreams and Goals 
Can I set simple goals? 
Can I tell you about the things I do well? 
Can I set a goal and work out how to achieve it? 
Can I tell you how I learn best? 
Can I understand how to work well with a partner? 
Can I celebrate an achievement with my partner? 
Can I tackle a new challenge and understand this might stretch my learning? 
Can I identify how I feel when I am faced with a new challenge? 
Can I identify obstacles which make it more difficult to achieve my new challenge and work out how to overcome them? 
Do I know how I feel when I see obstacles and how I feel when I overcome them? 
Can I tell you how I felt when I succeeded in a new challenge and how I celebrated it? 
Do I know how to store the feelings of success in my internal treasure chest? 
 

 

 


