
Year 1- autumn 1 overview 

 

Main outcomes in literacy:  

*Writing in role, commands, ‘how to’ guides 
*Fact file about being an astronaut 

 

 

Word Reading  

*Can I Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar 
words containing GPCs that have been taught? 
*Can I Read common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word?  
* Can I read aloud books that are consistent with my phonic 
knowledge? 

Reading Comprehension  
Can I develop pleasure in reading by:  
*Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction texts that are at a level 
beyond which they can read independently?  
*Being linked to what I read/ hear to my own 
experiences? 
Can I understand the books I read and the books 
that are read to me by:  
*Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings 
to words that I already know? 
Predicting what might happen next? 

 

Writing 
Can I write sentences by:  
* Saying out loud what I am going to write 
about? 
*Composing a sentence orally before writing it? 
*Sequencing sentences to form short narratives? 
*Re-reading what I have written to check that it 
makes sense? 

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  
*Can I use capital letters, full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks to demarcate sentences? 
 
* Can I combine words to make sentences? 
 
* Can I Join words and joining clauses using ‘and’? 
 
* Can I sequence sentences to form short narratives 
* Can I begin to use subordination (using when, if, that, 
because) and co-ordination (using or, and, but)? 
 
*Can I begin to tell if a sentence is a question, statement, 
exclamation or command? 

 
 
 

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting)  

*Can I write from memory simple sentences 

dictated by the teacher that include words using 

the GPCs and common exception words taught so 
far? 
*Can I learn new ways of spelling phonemes for 

which one or more spellings are already known, 

and learn some words with each spelling, including 

a few common homophones? 
Can I distinguish between homophones and near-

homophones?  



History/ Geography  
Overview:  
To learn about lives of the significant explorers 
including Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong.  
 
Skills to be explored- History  
Chronology  
Can I sequence events in chronological order?  
Can I use words and phrases like old, new, 
young, old, days, years, months?  
Range and depth of historical knowledge  
Can I describe the similarities and differences 
when exploring artefacts? 
Interpretations of History 
Can I Identify and recount some features of the 
past from a range of sources?  
 
Skills to be explored- Geography  
Locational and Place knowledge  
Can I ask geographical questions? For example, 
how is this place different to where I live? How 
would I travel to this place?  
 
Human and Physical Geography 
Can I use basic vocabulary to refer to physical 
and human features?  
Can I Verbalise and write about similarities and 
differences between the features of the two 
localities?  
 
Fieldwork 
Can I begin to explore locational and directional 
language to give directions? 
  
 

Science 
Overview:  
To identify and name common materials and describe the 
properties of some of these materials. To experiment with 
using these materials for different purposes- comparing and 
classifying them- designing and build a boat or spacecraft  
 
Skills to be explored in Science  
Approaches to enquiry  
Can I group and classify materials? 
Can I carry out simple tests? 
Planning 
Can I ask simple questions? 
Observing 
Can I observe closely using simple equipment? 
Can I identify and classify materials? 
Can I perform simple tests?  
Recording  
Can I gather and record data to help me answer a question?  
Concluding  
Can I begin to suggest answers to my questions using my 
observations and ideas 
 
 

 DT 
Overview: To use the information gathered in 
science, history and geography to design and 
create a model of a ship or space craft.  
 
Developing, planning and communicating ideas.  
Can I explore the development of different 
products and the materials used?  
Can I begin to suggest my own ideas and say what 
I am going to do?  
Can I begin to develop my ideas using drawings, 
mock up models or using ICT? 
Working with tools, equipment, materials and 
components to make quality products 
Can I begin to make my design using appropriate 
techniques?  
Can I explore how structures can be made 
stronger, stiffer and more stable?  
With help, can I measure, mark out and cut a 
range of materials?  
Can I explore tools like scissors and a hole punch 
safely? 
Can U assemble, join and combine materials in 
different ways? E.g. masking tape and glue.   
 



Computing  
Programming  
Can I follow instructions to make something 
happen so it works?  
Can I control the movement of a floor turtle (eg 
BeeBot) using single commands? (eg FD or RT)  
Can I complete a simple task on a computer or 
tablet by following instructions? 
 
 
Office Skills 
Can I enter text into my work?  

 
 

Music  
Listen and appraise 
Do I enjoy listening to different musical styles from around 
the world?  
Can I sometimes identify where the music comes from?  
Can I sometimes recognise the different instruments that I 
can hear? 
Playing instruments 
Can I play tunes on an instrument? 
Can I improvise, making up my own tunes and rhythms? 
Can I start and stop or join in when I am directed as I watch a 
leader? 
Can I look after my instrument and hold the beater correctly?   
Do I know there is a language that represents the music we 
play? 
Perform and Share  
Can I work together in my group? Can we try to start and end 
together? 
Can I perform what I’ve learnt to other people, with 
confidence? 
Can I make sure the audience can hear and see me properly? 
Can I talk about what went well and what we could do better? 
 

PE 
Games- football   
Warm up- Can I move fluently by changing direction 
and speed easily and avoiding collisions? 
 
-Can I show control and accuracy with the basic 
actions for kicking?- dribbling the ball  
-Can I understand the concept of aiming and hitting 
into space?- shooting the ball  
 
Can I use different skills in different situations in a 
game?  
 
Can I try to win by changing the way I use skills in 
response to my opponent’s actions? 
 

Mathematics Mastery  

Numbers within 10 

Can I count, read, write, identify, represent, double and half, and use comparative language? 

Addition and subtraction within 10 

Can I combine and partition numbers? 

https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/year-1/units/unit-1-numbers-within-10-10-lessons
https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/year-1/units/unit-2-adding-and-subtracting-within-10-10-lessons


Can I represent and use number bonds; read, write, interpret, represent and solve? 

Shapes and patterns 

Can I recognise common 2-D and 3-D shapes; describe position, direction and movement? 

PSHE and things to think about and explore…. 

• Rainbow time in lessons each day- giving children time and space to return back to school and talk about any issues that may be present. Ensuring that the 
children are taught how to learn again and develop a range of strategies to self-regulate. 

• To explore why we think the main characters we are learning about are men and what else we notice about them. Can a woman be an explorer? Can a black 
person be an explorer? Have their been any explorers that look different?  

 

RE (SACRE SCHEME) Special People  
Can I recount the outlines of some religious stories?  
Can I recognise the features of religious life and practices?  
Can I recognise some religious symbols and words?  
Can I identify aspects of my own life and experiences when exploring religion?  
Can I talk about things that I have found interesting or puzzling about what I learn about religion?  
Can I talk about what I think is of value or concern when exploring religion?  
 
 

 

https://toolkit.mathematicsmastery.org/classroom-planning/year-groups/year-1/units/unit-3-shape-and-patterns-10-lessons

