
 

 

 

Whole class guided reading in the primary phase  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the Beaulieu Park School teaching staff use the ‘five a day 

principle’ to support all learners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vision for Reading 

By the time children leave the Primary phase, we want to have nurtured 

children’s love of reading to create life-long readers. Through whole 

class guided reading sessions, we want to create children who are not 

only fluent readers but passionate readers who read aloud with 

excitement. We want to enable children to be confident understanding a 

wide range of vocabulary so they can access increasingly challenging 

texts. Through developing comprehension skills, we hope all children will 

have a deep and meaningful understanding of what they have read, 

helping them to achieve success across the curriculum in Secondary 

and beyond.  

Whole class guided reading non-negotiables 

 Display 

 Reading dogs images will be displayed in the classroom  

 

 In lessons  

 Each lesson should start by introducing the LQ and reading skill focus 

(including displaying which of the reading dogs we may be using.  

 Most lessons include fluency practise. Throughout a week-long unit 

children will hear adults model fluent reading and they will practise this 

using echo reading and choral reading. There will be opportunities to 

read to each other, to read to an adult or read to the whole class.  

 Each lesson will allow time for children to ask clarification questions 

and these are encouraged. Whilst reading, children can underline 

words or phrases that they are unsure of and these can be discussed.  

 Throughout the week, adults will model answering comprehension 

questions, allow children to work in pairs/groups to answer questions 

and write answers to questions independently. Some reading skills 

may be practised in different ways such as drawing pictures to 

demonstrate understanding, underlining and labelling texts or drama 

activities.  

 In some lessons, children will self or peer mark answers. 

 In all lessons, children will reflect on if they feel they have achieved the 

LQ.  

 HOT task will be available in each lesson also.  

 

 Books  

 Work should be completed in whole class guided reading books.  

 Across a week there will be evidence of practising different reading 

skills.  

 Books will show evidence of children meeting objectives from the 

progression grids. 



 Children will deepen their understanding of texts by answering HOT 

challenges. 

How we support children in lessons using the ‘Five a day principle’ 

 

1. Explicit Instruction  

 We use clear, simple language when giving instructions. Visual cues 

are used alongside, where appropriate. 

 Where appropriate, we have words and pictures displayed to prompt 

students.  

 In each lesson, we introduce the skill focus and where appropriate, 

which of ‘reading dogs’ applies to the lesson. 

 We model how to read fluently and allow children to practise this 

through choral reading, echo reading and partner reading. 

 We model a WAGOLL, showing how we would answer a 

comprehension question.  

 In many lessons, we will complete a ‘Do with me’ task if students feel 

that they require more support before embarking on independent work.  

 

2. Cognitive and metacognitive strategies 

 We carefully consider what knowledge and skills we intend for the 

students to acquire in a lesson and ensure that the task matches the 

learning question. This ensures that we avoid cognitive load.  

 We offer opportunities for students to practise answering questions 

with a partner or using mini-whiteboards.  

 We use the 5 B’ of Beaulieu to encourage students to help themselves 

in lessons. (Appendix 1) 

 We provide opportunities for students to assess and evaluate their 

learning at the end of each lesson.   

 

3. Scaffolding  

 In some lessons, some students are given/ offered a writing frame or 

another resource that will support them in achieving the success 

criteria.  



 The powerpoint/board/flipchart will have sentence openers, key 

vocabulary or prompts where needed.  

 

4. Flexible grouping 

 We offer a ‘Do with me’ task for groups of students that require additional 

guidance, where we may work together on a question before trying the next 

one independently.  

 Children may be moved to sit with an adult and work as a group.  

 All children are able to access the mastery HOT challenges if they are ready 

to move their learning on.  

 Children are paired with mixed ability partners and this is adapted to suit the 

needs of the children.  

 

 

Use of technology 

 We display extracts on the board, as well as children having copies in front of 

them, to allow adults to model and enable children to follow what is being 

read.  

 We use a visualiser and class whiteboard to demonstrate and show modelled 

examples.  

 We sometimes use video clips or radio broadcastings as a stimulus for 

comprehension activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 

 


