
 

 

10th June 2021 
 
Dear families. 
 
I write to you regarding some (positive) changes to the curriculum and school working week 
from September.  
 
I am pleased to announce that we will be adding Computer Science to our provision. All 
children will have a computing lesson each week, delivered by a new specialist member of 
staff that I have managed to lure to Beaulieu. I am sure you will be pleased with this news. 
Computing is a key area and cannot always be offered at schools, as recruitment is so difficult. 
I have no doubt that many of our children will ultimately work in fields where, having studied 
Computer Science at a high level from KS3, will be at an advantage. Computer Science will be 
offered at GCSE and hopefully at A Level too. 
 
It is widely recognised that Covid and the lockdowns associated with it have been hard on the 
mental health of many of our children. Furthermore, a number of important societal issues 
have come to the fore in recent months e.g. diversity, equality, racism and indeed, sexual 
abuse in schools and what acceptable relationships are (you may have seen the government 
study that was published today). Life Skills and Citizenship has been the subject area where 
such issues have been most directly addressed and supported. LSC has been delivered on a 
carousel, by form tutors, displacing other curriculum subjects each week. We have now 
decided to place life skills and citizenship in a fixed place on the timetable. It will also be 
delivered to all pupils by a dedicated teacher. We think it is important for this area to be given 
the status, expertise and time it deserves, so that our children have the best opportunity to 
engage with these important issues.  
 
Additionally, and as planned, half of our Year 9 students will start to learn German as well as 
Spanish (the other half will continue to learn Spanish). Students in this category will be 
identified based on their abilities in languages and not e.g. Maths or English. If your child has 
shown an aptitude for languages, they will be able to study German, even if they struggle in 
e.g. Maths.  
 
Following a consultation with governors, we are modifying our school working week slightly. 
Our curriculum model when we opened in September 2019 was for a 28 period learning week 
in Key Stage 3 and then reverting to a 25 period learning week for KS4 students (GCSEs fit 
nicely into 25). I know that for many of you, this was one of the reasons you selected Beaulieu 
for your child. It is disappointing therefore, that Covid has meant our pupils (and particularly 
Year 8 who have missed two terms), have lost much of the advantage that this extra time 
should have given them during this Key Stage. Consequently, from September, we are moving 
to a 27 learning period week, but sustaining this throughout your child’s entire time at 
Beaulieu. The additional 2 lessons in KS4 will be given to Maths and English. The effect of this 
change, is that by the time your child finishes their studies in Year 11, they would have had 9 
weeks (over 2 months) of additional time in school at Beaulieu, compared to a school that 



 

 

operates a traditional 25 period learning week. They will also have had an extra 76 Maths and 
76 English lessons in Year 10 and 11 than was previously planned.  
 
Our shorter days in September will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday and our longer days 
will be Tuesday and Thursday. Again this choice minimises any lost time due to Bank Holiday’s 
or end of term early closures, as these will only affect our shorter days. I do hope this rationale 
makes sense? In the absence of any government action regarding the much discussed ‘longer 
school days’, we have managed to find a way within the existing rules to try to make up this 
lost time.  
 
These changes mean that our children will gain back the advantage that they would have 
otherwise lost, at least to some degree over the last 15 months and continue to excel in their 
learning and with a further enrichment of the curriculum. They will also have crucial, 
dedicated time to spend on well-being, mental health and important societal issues and ask 
the questions that they want and need the answers to.  
 
Updated curriculum information for September can be found here: 
http://www.beaulieuparkschool.com/448/curriculum-2 
  
Please keep an eye out for school communications over the next few weeks. We will be 
writing to you with details of our parents evenings, reports, to current Year 8 parents 
regarding the languages arrangements for next year, the (hopeful) return to normal for our 
students, planned trips for next year and some other things too. Let’s hope we get some good 
news in the next few days and all restrictions can be lifted. 
   
 
Best wishes, 

 
James Donaldson 
Principal. 
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