
Reception - Autumn 1 Overview 
 

Focus books: Beaulieu Diploma: 
 

In Autumn 1 the children will have the opportunity to... 

• Visit a local park, following a map 

• Showcase their pirate ships at an exhibition 

The Night Pirates by 
Peter Harris  

 

Be A Maker by Katey 
Howes 

 
Prime Area - Communication and Language 

 
Key learning points: 

• To listen to stories with increasing attention and 
recall.  
To speak to and listen to others.  

• To understand questions and begin to respond 
appropriately.  
To respond to simple instructions. 

 
Each half term, the children will explore our focus 

book for this half term and create a book review. This 
provides opportunities to share what they have heard 

and discuss different parts of the story. 
 

In our maths and topic lessons, we begin by sharing 
key vocabulary and exploring the definition and 

examples. Activities within the lesson and continuous 
provision allow the children to practice using these 

words independently. 

Prime Area - Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 
Rules, routines, boundaries and expectations will be a 
continuous focus for the children and these will be 
reinforced continually and built upon throughout the year. 
 

Key learning points: 
• To get used to school routines and rules. 

• To explore what makes a good friend and why it is 
important to share fairly and listen to others.  

• To show confidence in asking adults for help. 
 

Jigsaw PSHE - Our unit this half term is ‘Being Me in 
My World.’ Key learning points: 

• Self-identity  

• Understanding feelings  

• Being in a classroom  

• Being gentle  

• Rights and responsibilities  

Prime Area – Physical Development 
 

Handwriting sessions – We will be focusing on writing 
our names independently and learning how to form 

the long ladder letter family. 

 
 

PE – We focus on getting changed independently. We 
also play some team games to build relationships 

with other children in our class 
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Prime Area - Mathematics 
 

Key learning objectives: 

• Match equal and unequal sets using one-to-one correspondence 

• Compare and order objects according to size, length and height 

• Compare and order sets without counting 

• Recognise, create and describe patterns  

• Count objects reliably (firstly to 3 and then to 6) 

• Recognise numerals correctly (firstly to 3 and then to 6) 

• Create representations for numbers (firstly to 3 and then to 6) 

• Place numbers 1-6 in order 

• Say which number is one more or one fewer than a given number to 6 

• Estimate a number of objects and count by checking 

• Understand the conservation of number 
 

Prime Area - Literacy 
 

Phonics begins on the very first day of school! Children start by exploring Phase 
One which involves developing their speaking and listening skills. Children also 

focus on listening to the sounds around them and begin building on their 
segmenting and blending skills. 

 
The sounds that we will learn: 

 

 
The common exception words that we will learn: 

 

I The 
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Specific Area - Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Charanga Music – Our unit this half term is called ‘Me!’ We learn nursery rhymes 
such as Pat-A-Cake and Five Little Ducks as a foundation for exploring pulse. We 

play different games focusing on rhythm and pitch. 
 

During our topic lessons the children have the following adult directed 
opportunities: 

- Create a pirate ship (make, test, evaluate) 
- Drawing (maps and significant individuals) 

- Painting to show the difference between trees in different seasons 

Specific Area – Understanding the World 
 

In RE the children have the opportunity to share their special shoes boxes that 
they made over the Summer holidays in preparation for starting school. This 

provides children with the opportunity to share items which are special to them 
and show photographs of their special people in their lives 

 
In Science we look at what would be the best material for our own pirate ship. 

The children will explore different materials and decide on which ones to use for 
their own pirate ship. At the end of the week, the children will test their pirate 

ship to see if it floats or sink! We also look at the Season of Autumn, focusing on 
seasonal changes and hibernating animals. 

 
In Geography we look at what people use to get from one place to another. We 
look at different types of maps, follow a map round our school and then design 

our own maps! 
 

In History we look at how people moved around in the past. We introduce the 
terms ‘past’ and ‘present’ and look at significant individuals related to transport 

including Neil Armstrong and Amy Johnson.  
 

 


