
 

Phonics at The Beaulieu Park 

School 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Beaulieu Park School teaching staff use the 

‘five a day principle’ in Phonics to support all 

learners.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Literacy Vision  

At the Beaulieu Park school, we believe in inspiring 
curiosity in our students and fostering a lifelong love of 
learning. Our aim is to equip every student with the 
knowledge, drive and character necessary for success 
at university and beyond*.   

Literacy is at the heart of our curriculum- it is through 
text, story, and language that children learn to form 
ideas, connect concepts and express themselves. In all 
areas of the curriculum, we aim to develop a child’s 
vocabulary so that, when our children move to the 
Secondary Phase, they have a sophisticated vocabulary 
which enables them to understand complex texts and 
express themselves in a wide range of written and 
spoken contexts. Through the Literacy curriculum aim to 
equip children with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to be the absolute best version of 
themselves, socially, emotionally, and academically.   

Phonics is the very first stage of children learning to 
read and write. It is a priority in Reception and Year 1 
and for those children who require additional support in 
later year groups.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Introduction 

At the Beaulieu Park School, from Reception, phonics lessons take place every day using a 

scheme called ‘Rocket Phonics.’ Rocket Phonics is a fully resourced, systematic synthetic 

phonics programme that provides teachers with everything you need to teach children to 

read and write. It provides a combination of digital and printed resources, and a fully 

matched series of decodable reading books. The resources are all provided electronically 

through an online subscription so that they can be accessed by multiple adults at once and 

used at home.    

How phonics is structured across the week? 

We focus on/teach a new sound/spelling across two days. Therefore, each week we have 

two focus phonemes and one day where we focus on common exception words: 

 Day 1 uses the Rocket Phonics Big Books to introduce a new phoneme. It is a whole 

class teacher led reading activity followed by completion of four short reading tasks in 

the pupil booklet. 

 Day 2 focusses on writing the corresponding grapheme for the phoneme taught on 

day 1. The teacher will lead a short introduction modelling how to write the grapheme 

at word and sentence level. The children will then complete four short writing tasks 

including a handwriting task.  

 The Common Exception Words (CEW) lesson focusses on recapping previously 

taught words and teaching a new CEW. The children will complete four short CEW 

activities including recapping previously taught words, a handwriting task to practise 

writing the new word, reading the new word in a sentence and writing the new word 

in a sentence.   

Here is an example of what a typical week looks like: 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Phoneme: 
or- reading 
focus 
 
Using Big Book 
and reading 
activities. 

Grapheme: 
or- writing focus 
 
Writing 
activities at 
word and 
sentence level.   

Phoneme: 
ur- reading 
focus 
 
Using Big Book 
and reading 
activities 

Grapheme: 
ur- writing focus 
 
Writing 
activities at 
word and 
sentence level.   

Common 
exception word- 
some 
 

 

How is phonics taught? The structure of a reading/blending focus lesson 

Every day we start the phonics lessons by recapping previously taught sounds and common 

exception words. On the reading focus lesson, we show the children a selection of flash 

cards and they are asked to read the sound and decode a word with the same phoneme in 

it.  

As part of the phonics lesson, children will work at text level, seeing the sounds in a shared 

Big Book, and also at sentence and word level reading and writing words and sentences. 

Here is the structure of the reading/blending focus: 



 

1. Revisit and review – Use flashcards to revisit and review previously taught sounds.  

2. Teach – Use the IWB Big Book to teach the new letter-sound correspondence. 

Practise and apply – Children practise decoding using the Big Book decodable word 

sections, then using the first Pupil Practice Booklet lesson page.  

3. Apply – Use Target Practice reading books for shared, guided and/or individual 

reading.  

4. Further application and consolidation – Children read independently using Rocket 

Phonics reading books. 

How is phonics taught? The structure of a writing focus lesson 

During the writing focus lesson, we will begin by writing previously taught graphemes either 

on mini-whiteboards or in the air, we call this air writing. 

At the end of the writing lesson the children will be asked to write a dictated sentence.  

 Model how to write the sentence (handwritten), show them on the first occasion do 

not ask for input from the children.  

  Remind children where we can find our common exception words if they are unsure. 

(They also enjoy correcting teacher mistakes such as no finger spaces!)  

 Cover/rub off your writing and let the class have a go at writing it. 

 Once they have written the sentence, uncover your writing and ask them to check it 

against theirs. 

The complexity of the sentence may vary depending on the year group and also the time 

during the year. For example, the sentence may include conjunctions, adjectives or could 

even be a question, command or exclamation. 

Phonics non-negotiables 

 Display 

 One of the boards in every class must be phonics/ literacy 

based. This should be updated regularly, showing the 

current sounds being taught, as well as previously taught 

sounds. Children’s work should also be displayed. Please 

ensure that this board can be easily seen/ accessed by all 

children. Frieze strips should be added to as each new 

phoneme/ grapheme is taught. 

 Flip charts from previous/ current lessons can also be 

added to the working wall if teaching staff feel that it would 

be beneficial to the children. The phonics working wall should also show 

examples of children’s work.  

 Rocket Phonics has a colourful, child friendly, mnemonic system based on 

key exemplar words and pictures. On each flashcard there is a key picture, 

which at first acts as prompts to recall the sounds linked to the letter shape. 

The ultimate aim is that the children can ‘say the 

sounds’ in automatic response to the grapheme with 

no picture cues, therefore we want to ensure the 

children do not become dependent on the picture 

cues. To the left, you will see sound mats 1 and 2. 

These sounds mats, and others, should be displayed 

or access easily by the children.  

 



 

 In lessons   
 All lessons should follow the Rocket Phonics schemes.   
 Phonics teaching happens daily.  
 All teachers and LSAs receive the same phonics training and are experts 

in early reading.  
 Lessons should use the Rocket Phonics resources provided.   
 Application and enrichment activities should be carefully planned to allow 

children to practise and apply the sounds they have been taught and 
foster a love of reading.   

  
 We challenge and deepen students understanding via the use of Higher Order 
Thinking (HOT) challenges which are stuck into phonics jotters.   
 Children read books carefully matched to their phonics knowledge. We provide 
support for our families to help them to read with their children at home.   
 Children who are not yet at the expected standard for their age/stage for 
phonics/reading will receive additional support in school.   
 Assessments should be ongoing throughout lessons and teaching staff should take 
note each session of children that require additional support. Time should then be given 
to work 1:1 or within a small group with these children.   

  
 In the pupil books, there are letter/sound correspondence assessment sheets, 

reading and spelling assessment sheets as well as oral segmenting sheets, 
which can be used for assessments at the end of each book. In Reception, 
more formal assessments must be undertaken at the start of the year and 
take place every half term. Assessment records should be kept in the 
classroom.  

 In Reception, use one assessment sheet per child with different colours used 
to show understanding of sounds at each assessment point.   

Baseline  Pink  

Autumn 1 Blue  

Autumn 2  Yellow  

Spring 1 Green  

Spring 2 Purple  

Summer 1 Orange  

Summer 2 Black  

 

 The Head of School and the phonics lead will undertake half-termly pupil progress 

meetings (after each holiday period) to discuss children requiring additional phonics 

support and the impact this support is having. This additional support is usually given 

by teachers and LSA’s during assembly time.   

 

 



 

 
Challenge and support using the five a day principle  

  
1. Explicit Instruction   
 We use clear, simple language when giving instructions. Visual cues are used 
alongside e.g sound mats and flash cards.  
 We have words and pictures displayed to prompt students. These include frieze of all 
the sounds taught.   
 Before sending students to complete a task, we select students to explain the task 
again- to check for understanding and clarification.  
 In writing lessons, we will model the sentence to the children before they write it.    

  
2. Cognitive and metacognitive strategies  
 We carefully consider what knowledge and skills we intend for the students to 
acquire in a lesson and ensure that the task matches the learning question. This ensures 
that we avoid cognitive load.   
 We stick to the same familiar format for all phonics lessons. We use the same 
resources, sound mats and flash cards in each class.   
 We use the 5 Bs of Beaulieu to encourage students to help themselves in lessons. 
(Appendix 1)  
 We provide opportunities for students to assess and evaluate their learning 
throughout lessons and ask children to check their own work.   

  
3. Scaffolding   
 In some lessons, some students are given/ offered resources that will support them 
to learn the sounds they are being taught e.g. sound mats, support from adults orally 
blending or finger spelling.   
 Students can go back and look at previous sounds and common exception words 
they have been taught in their pupil book.   

  
4. Flexible grouping  
 Students will be put into keep up groups where necessary. This is where all children 
are taught the same sound at the same time but students are put into smaller groups to 
complete tasks. In these small groups support from the adults will vary, some groups 
may work through each section together while others will complete the sections more 
independently.  
 Children who are not yet reading at the expected standard for their year group will 
read regularly to a familiar adult.  
 Children can sometimes be given pre/ post teaching of part of a lesson if they are 
identified as needing additional support.   



 

 Children who are not able to blend and segment taught sounds will be put into catch 
up groups. These are in addition to normal phonics teaching.  
 In Phonics, all children are able to access the mastery HOT challenge if they are 
ready to move their learning on.   
 Children are paired with mixed ability talk partners and this is adapted to suit the 
needs of the children.   

   

   
  

Use of technology  
 In Phonics lessons, we use teach children to use a range of technology to support 
learning in other areas of the curriculum.   
 We recommend several apps and websites to our families including: Jolly phonics 
videos, BBC bitesize and many more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information about the Rocket Phonics scheme and techniques specific to Rocket 

Phonics 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific techniques for Rocket Phonics 



 

Blending for reading 

Some children find blending easy and they progress quickly from saying sounds in response 

to letter/s and to sounding out and blending words. Other children will benefit from more 

support from the teacher during all or some of the following steps: 

Oral blending  

 The adult says the sounds all-through-the-spoken-word slowly and clearly, then the 

children respond with the whole word. 

 Oral blending is the type of activity that teachers can do at any time in the day to tune 

children’s ear to the sounds and their capacity to discern the spoken word. For 

example, just before playtime, the adult says: Children, it is time to put on your c-oa-

t-s and fasten your z-i-p-s. This is especially useful before children are able to blend 

words independently. 

 Children do not need to be able to orally blend before they start seeing printed words. 

Oral blending can be done just prior to modelled and supported blending with whole 

printed words. 

Modelled blending 

 The adult points beneath each grapheme all-through-the-printed-word whilst saying 

the sounds. They then swipe beneath the words from left to right and say the whole 

word while the children observe.  

 Demonstrate using a consistent hand routine – using an index finger to point and 

swipe beneath the graphemes and words helps to focus children’s eyes on the text. 

 

Supported blending 

The adult points at the graphemes all-through-the-printed-word whilst the children say the 

sounds. The adult then swipes beneath the word while the children say the whole word. 

 

Independent blending  

The children sound out the word aloud (or in their heads as they progress), then say the 

whole word aloud. 

 

Fluency  

The children read the words automatically, without the need to overtly sound out and blend. 

 

 

 

 

Segmenting for spelling  

Some children find oral segmenting easy and they progress quickly from identifying the 

individual sounds in spoken words to writing words independently without any scaffolding. 



 

Other children will benefit from continued support as necessary from the teacher on each of 

the following steps: 

Modelled oral segmenting 

The adult says the whole spoken word, and then says the sounds from the beginning to the 

end of that word in order to train the children in the process. This activity can take place at 

any time during the day. The process above can be then be repeated, but this time the adult 

models how to count the sounds on the thumb and fingers of the left hand (with the palm 

facing the user).  

Demonstrate using a consistent hand routine Using the left hand (palm 

facing) to tally sounds from the thumb across the fingers can help children 

work out how many sounds they can hear in a word before attempting to 

write it.  

 

Oral segmenting 

The adult says the whole spoken word, and the children respond by saying the individual 

sounds all-through-the-word. When the children learn to count sounds for themselves, they 

must use their left hand (palm facing them). 

Modelled segmenting with spelling 

The adult... 

1. says the whole spoken word 

2. models the process of counting the sounds  

3. counts how many sounds have been identified  

4. writes that number of long sound dashes at the top left of the whiteboard (the sound 

dashes also serve as writing lines)  

for split digraphs we use a dash with an arrow to the adjoining letter e.g. m  a k e  

5. then writes the corresponding letters or letter groups on the sound dashes.  

6. Sound out and blend to check 

7. Children would then tick if they had spelt it correctly 

In the early stages, the teacher can model using grapheme tiles (of letters and letter groups) 

to select the graphemes needed for each dash through the word from left to right. Print, 

laminate and cut out grapheme tiles to make a useful manipulative resource to support early 

word building 

Independent segmenting  

The adult dictates the whole spoken word; the children have the capacity to write the word 

directly onto a whiteboard or in a notebook. The adult should always discuss the spelling 

needed or prompt the children to remember the correct grapheme. Do not encourage 

invented or phonically plausible spelling. During the phonics lesson, the adult continuously 

talks about and shows how to spell words accurate. 

Overview of Rocket Phonics in EYFS and KS1 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Target Practise Readers 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We allocate phonetically decodable Rocket Phonics reading books to every child. These 

books include phonemes that the children have learnt in school. 


