
 

 

 

Music in the primary phase  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the Beaulieu Park School teaching staff use the ‘five a day principle’ in 

Music to support all learners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vision  

In the primary phase of the Beaulieu Park School, we expose all children to a 

wide range of music genres. We want children to enjoy listening to music, 

making links between what they hear with their own lives and experiences of 

the world around them.  

We not only want children to explore how they can use their voices to make 

music, but we want to give every child the opportunity to play a range of 

instruments, including glockenspiels, recorders, steel pan drums and 

keyboards.  

For children that love music, we offer peripatetic music lessons and a range of 

co-curricular music clubs for children to develop their music skills beyond the 

classroom.  

As well as performing in the classroom, we offer children from every year 

group the opportunity to perform to a wider audience each year, 

demonstrating their skills, as well as building confidence.  

 

 

 

Music non-negotiables 

• Display 

✓ On the class topic board, there should be useful information displayed that 

the children can use during a lesson. If appropriate, a WAGOLL should be 

displayed, which shows the lesson or unit outcome.   

✓ Any star words should be displayed and added to as the unit of work 

progresses.   

 

• In lessons  

✓ At the start of a unit, the children will complete a quiz to recap on previous 

learning.  

✓ Each lesson will start by exploring any new vocabulary ‘star words’ and 

recapping any other star words that may be relevant for the lesson. 

✓ During each music lesson, teachers will include the following stages; 

 

1) Musicianship (either an understanding music activity or an improving 

together rask) 



2) Listen and respond- talk about the song together, explore musical style, 

embed a deeper understanding of musical concepts relating to the song 

and find an understanding and/ or connection to the song or music.  

3) Singing- Learn to sing the song.  

4) Playing- Learn to play and perform an instrumental part of the song by 

ear or from standard notation.  

5) Perform 

 

• Recording work 

✓ Where appropriate, work will be recorded via video. 

 

• Assessment- The Teacher will assess the children throughout the lesson against the 

lesson’s success criteria. At the end of a lesson, children will be encouraged to assess 

their own performance against the success criteria.  

 

 

How we support children in music lessons using the ‘Five a day principle’ 

 

1. Explicit Instruction  

✓ We use clear, simple language when giving instructions. Visual cues are used 

alongside, where appropriate. 

✓ Where appropriate, we have words and pictures displayed to prompt 

students. These include our music specific ‘star words’.  

✓ Before sending students to complete a task, we select students to explain the 

task again- to check for understanding and clarification. 

✓ In many lessons, we will complete a ‘Do with me’ task if students feel that 

they require more support before embarking on independent work.  

 

2. Cognitive and metacognitive strategies 

✓ We carefully consider what knowledge and skills we intend for the students 

to acquire in a lesson and ensure that the task matches the learning question. 

This ensures that we avoid cognitive load.  



✓ We offer opportunities for students to plan their work before embarking on a 

task. This may be as a whole class, small group or individually.  

✓ We use the 5 B’ of Beaulieu to encourage students to help themselves in 

lessons. (Appendix 1) 

✓ Students will evaluate their learning throughout a unit of work using the 

success criteria, as well as at the end when they evaluate their final outcome.  

 

3. Scaffolding  

✓ In some lessons, some students are given/ offered adapted resources to 

enable them to achieve the LQ. For example, this may be a different number 

of chords to play during the instrumental part of the lesson or a different 

instrument to use.    

✓ The working wall displays star words and sentence starters for students to 

refer to when answering questions (verbal and written).  

✓ A WAGOLL is available for students to refer to and ‘magpie’ from.  

✓ Students also have access to additional adults, where necessary.  

 

4. Flexible grouping 

✓ We offer a ‘Do with me’ task for groups of students that require additional guidance 

before and during the instrumental task.  

✓ Children can sometimes be given pre/ post teaching of part of a lesson if they are 

identified as needing additional support.  

✓ In music, all children are able to access the more challenging instrumental task if 

they are ready to move their learning on.  

✓ Children are paired with mixed ability partners and this is adapted to suit the needs 

of the children.  

 

 

 

Use of technology 

✓ In music lessons, we use a visualiser and class whiteboard to demonstrate and show 

modelled examples. 



✓ We use the Charanga Music programme to assist the children with the different 

stages of the lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 

 

 


