
 

 

10th December 2021, 
 
 
Dear families.  
  

I write to detail our arrangements in light of the DfE requirement that all students in Years 7-11 for 
whom consent is obtained receive a single lateral flow test upon our return to school in January.   
  

To avoid further disruption to education, and most importantly to mitigate a potential compromise 
to public health with students being in close contact travelling to school and when taking their test, 
school will open on our INSET day from 12.00-15.00 on Tuesday 4th January for optional lateral flow 
testing only. The first day of term for all Year groups will be Wednesday 5th January.   
  

Students wishing to attend will be supervised as they self-administer a test. They would need to be 
on site only until their result is revealed, and will then be required to go home as we will not be able 
to supervise them. We will contact parents in the event of a child testing positive. If you wish your 
child to attend school to be tested on 4th January to take a test, please indicate by December 15th 
via https://forms.office.com/r/Azd3W2UWE4   
  

With all students now familiar with home testing, we understand the majority of families may prefer 
to maintain this practice and ensure that their children take a lateral flow test at home before 
returning to school.  In which case it will not be necessary for children to attend school to test on 
Tuesday 4th January.   
  

Whatever a family’s choice, it is important that students who are able to, wear a mask when 
travelling to school upon their return and in any situation of proximity to others. Unless otherwise 
advised during the break, masks will remain compulsory in all indoor communal areas.   
  

Students who have previously tested positive need not test again for 90 days from symptom onset 
if they became ill, or from the date of a positive test if asymptomatic. They may need to test sooner 
if they develop symptoms during the three-month period. Symptomatic students must not attend 
at any time.  
 
All students will also be given testing kits before the end of term to last them over the school 
holidays. It is essential that they maintain the routine of testing twice per week over the Christmas 
period. We would suggest the following dates: 
 
Sunday 19th December 
Wednesday 22nd December 
Sunday 26th December 
Wednesday 29th December 
Sunday 2nd January 
Tuesday 4th January (on site testing available) 

https://bit.ly/3G8AUrf
https://forms.office.com/r/Azd3W2UWE4


 

As ever, the physical and mental health & wellbeing of our whole community remains our 

paramount concern. Thank you for your continued support.  

 
Best wishes, 
 

 
James Donaldson 
Principal. 

 
 


