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At the Beaulieu Park School teaching staff use 

the ‘five a day principle’ in humanities to 

support all learners.  

Humanities non-negotiables: 



Enquiry Questions: 

At Beaulieu, each unit of History or Geography work is centred around 

an enquiry question alongside each term in RE. This allows our children 

to apply the knowledge and skills that they have learnt throughout the 

term to a context. The questions relate to the key concepts that underpin 

enquiry historical and geographical enquiry and are developed through 

regular re-visiting in a range of contexts across different year groups. 

(See Appendix 1 for historical and geographical enquiry key concepts, 

Appendix 2 – Enquiry Questions for each year group) 

In the final lesson for the unit, the children should have the opportunity to 

answer their enquiry question. This can help aid teachers with their 

assessment for each child. See examples of Year 2 children answering 

their enquiry question below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 In lessons:  
 Each lesson should start by explore any new vocabulary ‘star 

words’ and recapping any other star words that may be 

relevant for the lesson. 

 Before introducing the Learning Question, reference should 

be made to the over-arching enquiry question and how 

today’s learning is going to help the students answer it. 

(Each lesson should act like a stepping stone towards them 

answering their enquiry question for the unit). 

 



 On display: 
 On the class topic board, your half-termly enquiry question 

should be present alongside the relevant vocabulary ‘star 

words’ that you are going to be using in lessons. 

 A class timeline should be displayed (for history), and 

updated each time the class learn about a new 

event/person/era in time.  

 During a lesson, when introducing a new event/person/era, 

you should talk to the children about what you are teaching 

and where this fits in with their prior learning. 

 

 

 In books:  
 Work should be completed in topic books for History and 

Geography and in RE books for RE lessons with a Learning 

Question and Success Criteria.  

 A book plate should be in place in the book before every unit 

of work begins and your Humanities enquiry question should 

be on there with relevant vocabulary. 

 Each lesson’s success criteria should link to knowledge and 

skills progression document and the national curriculum. 



Please stick to your year group skills/ knowledge and do not 

jump ahead to other year groups. 

 At The Beaulieu Park School, we challenge and deepen 

students understanding via the use of Higher Order Thinking 

(HOT) challenges in each lesson. There should be an 

opportunity for students to answer a HOT task challenge in 

each lesson.  

 

How we support children in humanities lessons using the ‘Five a day 

principle’ 

 

 

1. Explicit Instruction  

 We use clear, simple language when giving instructions. Visual 

cues are used alongside, where appropriate. 

 Where appropriate, we have words and pictures displayed to 

prompt students. These include ‘star words’.  

 Before sending students to complete a task, we select students to 

explain the task again- to check for understanding and clarification. 

 In many lessons, we will complete a ‘Do with me’ task if students 

feel that they require more support before embarking on 

independent work.  

 

 

 

2. Cognitive and metacognitive strategies 

 We carefully consider what knowledge and skills we intend for the 

students to acquire in a lesson and ensure that the task matches 

the learning question. This ensures that we avoid cognitive load.  

 We offer opportunities for students to plan their work before 

embarking on a task. This may be as a whole class, small group or 

individually.  



 We use the 5 B’ of Beaulieu to encourage students to help 

themselves in lessons. (Appendix 3) 

 We provide opportunities for students to assess and evaluate their 

learning throughout a unit of work, as well as at the end when they 

evaluate the enquiry question.  

 

 

 

3. Scaffolding  

 In some lessons, some students are given/ offered a writing frame 

or another resource that will support them in achieving the success 

criteria.  

 The working wall displays star words and sentence starters for 

students to refer to.  

 A WAGOLL is available for students to refer to and ‘magpie’ from.  

 Students also have access to additional adults, where necessary.  

 

 

4. Flexible grouping 

 We offer a ‘Do with me’ task for groups of students that require 

additional guidance before an independent task.  

 Children can sometimes be given pre/ post teaching of part of a 

lesson if they are identified as needing additional support.  

 In humanities, all children are able to access the mastery HOT 

challenge if they are ready to move their learning on.  

 Children are paired with mixed ability partners and this is adapted 

to suit the needs of the children.  

 

 

 



 

Use of technology 

 In humanities lessons, we use a visualiser and class whiteboard to 

demonstrate and show modelled examples.  

 We also use technology to assist in editing work as a class. 

 In KS2, we use online quizzes such as BBC Bitesize to check 

children’s understanding once a topic has been taught.  

 Children use online resources such as google maps to find and 

locate different places. 

 From Year 3 onwards, we occasionally set homework using Purple 

Mash to check children’s understanding of a concept/ unit of work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1  - Historical and Geographical Key Concepts. 

 

 

 

Historical Key Concepts 
 EYFS KS1 KS2 

Continuity 
and Change 
(in and 
between 
periods) 

 Look closely at 
similarities and 
differences, 
patterns and 
change. 

 Develop 
understanding 
of growth, 
decay and 
changes over 
time. 

 Identify 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between ways 
of life at 
different 
times. 

 Describe / make 
links between 
main events, 
situations and 
changes within 
and across 
different 
periods/societies  

 

Cause and 
Consequence 

 Question why 
things happen 
and give 
explanations  

 

 Recognise 
why people 
did things, 
why events 
happened and 
what 
happened as 
a result  

 Identify and give 
reasons for, 
results of 
historical events, 
situations, 
changes  

Similarity and 
Difference 
(within a 
period or 
situation) 

 Know about 
similarities and 
differences 
between 
themselves 
and others, 
and among 
families, 
communities 
and traditions  

 Make simple 
observations 
about different 
types of 
people, 
events, beliefs 
within a 
society  

 

 Describe social, 
cultural, 
religious and 
ethnic diversity 
in Britain & the 
wider world  

 

Significance 
(of people, 
events, 
places) 

 Recognise and 
describe 
special times 
or events for 
family or 
friends  

 

 Talk about 
who was 
important eg 
in a simple 
historical 
account  

 

 Identify 
historically 
significant 
people and 
events in 
situations  

 



 

 

 



 

Appendix 2 – Enquiry Questions explored in each year group. (EYFS -Year 3) 

Reception Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 
1 

Summer 
2 

Geography What do 
people 
use to 
get from 
one place 
to 
another? 
Transport 
past and 
present 

What is 
life like in 
India? 
Homes 
and 
schools -  
compare 
to 
England 

How do the 
features of 
China 
compare to 
England? 
Human and 
Physical 
features 

Where 
does our 
food come 
from? 
Countries 
and climate 

What is 
life like in 
Kenya? 
Food, 
clothing 

What are 
the seven 
wonders 
of the 
world? 
Oceans 
as 
habitats, 
ocean 
pollution. 

History How did 
people 
move 
around in 
the past? 
Transport 
past and 
present 

How has 
my life 
changed? 
Events in 
their life 

Why are 
dragons 
important in 
China? 
People, 
Culture and 
communities 

Who was 
Eric Carle? 
His life, 
chronology, 
comparison 
to another 
author, 
impact on 
society 

What can 
I tell you 
about the 
Queen of 
England? 
 

Why are 
there no 
more 
dinosaurs 
on Earth? 
Extinct 
animals – 
polar 
bears 
and link 
to climate 
change 

Year 1 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Geography Why do so many 
people visit the 
United Kingdom? 
United Kingdom and 
4 Countries. 
Local area 
Human and Physical 
Features – includes 
fieldwork. 

Why do we use maps? 
Children create a map of 
the playground and for the 
character in their book. 

How is Brazil different 
to the UK? 
Human and Physical 
Features – Houses, 
Food, Festivals, 
Clothing. 

History How has flight 
changed the way we 
live? 
Neil Armstrong 
Wright Brothers 
Christopher 
Columbus 

How are toys we play with 
today different to those of 
the past? 
Toys 

Why is there a statue 
of Henry VIII next to 
my school? 
History in our local 
area. Land use in the 
past and what 
Beaulieu look like 
now. 

Year 2  Unit 1   Unit 2  Unit 3  

Geography   What is it like to live 
outside the 
UK? Compare the life 
of a child in  Kenya 
and UK.   

What are the features of 
my locality?   

Where in the world 
am I?  Learning 
about the oceans and 
continents of the 
world.   

History   Who was Florence 
Nightingale and why 
was she significant?   

How have people changed 
the world?  

How could the great 
fire of London been 
prevented?   



A comparison of 
nurses from past and 
present.   

Who is the most 
significant?  
Activists through the 
years.  

  
 

 

Year 3 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Geography How do maps help us 
learn about the 
world?  
  
An overview of map 
skills and place 
knowledge (how we 
use maps to look at 
the equator, tropics of 
cancer, tropics of 
Capricorn, capital 
cities, urban, rural 
areas, mountains and 
rivers).  
 

How does the Earth’s 
structure cause natural 
disasters?  
  
Learning about volcanoes. 
Looking at how tectonic 
plate movement and the 
layers of the earth can 
result in eruptions, 
earthquakes and 
tsunamis.  

 

How have the 
geographical features 
of Chelmsford 
changed throughout 
History? How does 
Chelmsford compare 
to Istanbul?  
  
Looking at changes 
in the geography of 
Chelmsford (studying 
maps). Comparing 
the geographical 
features of 
Chelmsford to the 
location in our topic 
book (Istanbul). 

History How did Britain 
change between the 
stone age and iron 
age?   
  
Learning about this 
time period and how 
the way that people 
lived, the tools and 
weapons used and 
the homes changed.   
 

How did the Roman’s 
invasion of Britain 
influence our lives today?  
  
Who were the Roman 
empire, why did they 
invade Britain, how did the 
Britons react and what 
changes did they bring? 
 

What significant 
events, people and 
buildings are there in 
Chelmsford’s history? 
Why are the 
significant?  
  
Looking at 
Chelmsford past – 
Marconi, invention of 
radio and significant 
buildings (e.g Shire 
hall, Hoffman 
factory).  
 

Year 4 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

History Why did the Romans 
leave Britain and 
what impact did it 
have? 
 
Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots (Romans 
departing England, 

Scot invasion, Anglo-
Saxon settlements, 
Vikings) 

Why was the death of 
Edward the confessor 
significant? 
 
The Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle ending in 
1066 (death of Edward the 
confessor)  

What did the 
discovery of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb 
teach us about life in 
Ancient Egypt? 
Ancient Egypt 

Geography How is global 
warming impacting 
our planet and what 
can we do about it? 

How do geographical 
features of countries differ 
across the continent of 
South America? 
South America  

How does where we 
live shape our lives? 
(Also links to History) 

Contrasting regions 
of the UK (cities 



Children to learn 
about global warming, 
hemispheres and 
climate zones. 

(The Amazon river)  
 

versus rural – link 
to evacuees)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 – The 5 B’s of Beaulieu 

 

 


