
 

 

 

EYFS at The Beaulieu Park School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At the Beaulieu Park School teaching staff use the ‘five a day principle’ to 

support all learners in EYFS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Subject Intent 

Our Early Years Curriculum is designed to provide a strong foundation for children’s future learning, 

including developing a positive attitude to learning. By providing our children with a broad range of 

knowledge and skills, we lay the foundation for excellent future progress throughout their school 

and life. To make this happen, learning and development opportunities are planned around the 

children’s specific needs and interests and regularly assessed and reviewed. Adults respond to those 

needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interactions in an 

encouraging, stimulating and a well-resourced indoor and outdoor environment. 

In the Reception Year, it is the adult’s role to extend and provide further challenge to our children’s  

learning. Here we seek to initiate and offer great depth to our children’s experiences. Our staff 

skilfully interact and sensitively scaffold, support and enhance all children’s  knowledge, skills and 

understanding. In addition, we help them to develop their thinking through their participation in 

activities and with the skilled involvement of our staff. 

We meet each child's needs by: 

• caring for the ‘whole’ i.e. the children’s health, both physical and mental, their feelings and 

their thinking and emotional development 

• ensuring they have the opportunity to develop the skills, knowledge and understanding to 

achieve success and to build a thirst for lifelong learning 

• teaching the foundations of reading, writing and maths that will develop basic (essential) 

skills and to enable them to access the wider curriculum 

• providing a stimulating environment, indoors and out, with many opportunities to be 

curious, ask questions and to be eager to discover and learn 

• providing opportunities, time and space for them to pursue their own interests, and time to 

interact and share with others 

• providing opportunities for them to make choices and decisions to develop their 

independence 

• providing ethnically and culturally diverse experiences including resources and stories which 

reflect different cultures and values 

• creating a purposeful atmosphere, where teachers can focus on teaching and pupils on 

learning 

• working closely with our the parents/carers and respecting the fact that they are experts in 

the knowledge of their own child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Implementation 

In the Foundation Stage, teachers make professional judgments about the balance between 

activities led or guided by adults and those led by the children. This balance will shift towards more 

activities led by adults as children move from early years and towards Year 1. Adult directed 

activities are those which are directed by the adult and are useful in the teaching of specific skills 

such as demonstrating how to use tools or equipment. In our Reception class, daily teaching of 

literacy and maths starts from the outset and is a key part of our curriculum. Adult guided activities 

are those which the adult initiates. These activities are often playful or experiential. They are open 

ended and motivate a keen interest in learning. Some examples include PE lessons, outdoor learning, 

regular writing challenges, maths games and arts and crafts. 

Child initiated experiences take place within an environment the adult has set up and planned but 

will be wholly decided upon by the child, based on the child’s own motivation and remains under the 

child’s control. Some examples include role play corner activities, games, writing opportunities and 

choosing to play with certain toys e.g. dolls house, cars, Duplo. 

In Reception, our formal lessons are shorter at the beginning of the year a gradually get longer as 

the children’s attention span and focus increases. In between taught sessions, the children are set a 

range of independent learning tasks including a weekly mark making and writing challenge. They 

also have access to carefully planned play-based learning activities based around the prime areas of 

learning; Communication and Language, Physical development and Personal Social and Emotional 

Development.  Each half term, we have a topic designed to engage the children and lead to many 

cross curricular learning opportunities.  

Here is an example timetable of a week in Reception. 

 

 

 



Continuous provision 

Inside 

• Within the classroom we have many different dedicated areas in the classroom. These 

include maths, art, small world, library, writing area. 

• Each classroom will have 2 daily planned focus activities linked to current learning (covering 

topic/maths/phonics) 

• There is a daily challenge which links to the current learning and children receive a Beaulieu 

Buck for completing this. This promotes independent learning.  

Outside 

• We have different areas of outside which are consistent every day – large scale construction, 

mud kitchen, sandpit, role play areas (vehicle, shop, house) 

• Adults will then support this space further by adding three planned different activities 

everyday. For example, water play, small world, large scale mark making or activities with a 

maths/literacy focus.  

 

The content of the curriculum is planned in the seven areas of learning & development. 

Communication and Language 

• Each half term we spend one Literacy lesson introducing our the topic book. Children then 

complete a book review, thinking about different parts of the book, focusing on speaking 

and comprehension. 

• We also have an additional book, usually non-fiction, for each half term also. 

• Within each Literacy lesson, we have a “Word of the Week.” We look closely at the word 

such as thinking about its meaning, using it in a sentence, synonyms. This is often linked to 

the topic focus for the week and acts as a pre-teach. The ‘word of the week” is displayed on 

the phonics board, alongside a picture and the discussion about the word that took place 

during that lesson. 

• Each maths lesson begins with sharing the star words. For the talk task, a star sentence is 

provided for the children to use.  

• Each topic area begins with sharing key vocabulary. They are introduced through dual coding 

where we share a picture alongside the word. 

• Talk partners are used regularly in all different inputs to support children in listening and 

responding to their peers appropriately. 

• A story is read to the children every day. Children are encouraged to share their thoughts 

about the book and answer questions.  

• Children are expected to speak in full sentences and adults will model the correct spoken 

English to support this. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• A visual timetable is displayed in every class.  

• Rules, routines, boundaries and expectations is a continuous focus for the children and these 

are reinforced constantly and built upon throughout the school year. We ensure that 

teaching in this area is linked to our school values, ARRK. 



• We have one PSHE a week which follows the whole school Jigsaw theme. A whole class floor 

book is completed to show evidence of these lessons. 

• The Zones of regulations are displayed in each class and children are encouraged to use 

these to explain how they are feeling. Adults will support children’s understanding of these 

zones when speaking to the children as different situations arise. 

• Each week we have two rainbow time sessions. The focus of these is being active, such as 

completing the Daily Mile, play team games or interacting with peers outside.  

• Children are encouraged to be independent when managing personal hygiene and self care. 

Children’s water bottles are always available for them to access throughout the day. 

• Children also attend one whole school assembly a week where the focus is on a national 

event or celebration. Examples include Diwali, Walk to School week, Remembrance Day, 

Roald Dahl week.  

Physical Development 

• Specifically focusing on fine motor skills, we have three dedicated taught handwriting 

sessions a week. Children have their own handwriting book and they all sit at the table for 

this session which supports holding the pencil correctly and ensuring good control. The 

session follows Penpal and begins with warm ups. 

• Within provision, fine motor skill activities are also provided. 

• The children participate in one PE lesson a week. This promotes independence when getting 

changed for PE. We cover a range of different types of physical activity such as dance, 

gymnastics, team games and athletics.  

• Each week we have two rainbow time sessions. The focus of these is being active, such as 

completing the Daily Mile, play team games or interacting with peers outside.  

• Specifically focusing on gross motor skills, we have an outside classroom which children can 

access during activity time. Many of the activities outside focus on gross motor skills such as 

large scale construction, with tyres and crates, and the mud kitchen.  

Literacy 

• Children participate in five phonics lessons a week. This follows the whole school Rocket 

Phonics scheme. Two sounds are learnt each week with a common exception word focus on 

a Friday. Children have their own workbooks where they apply the new learning and they all 

sit at the table for these sessions.  

• There is a phonics working wall within the class. This shows the current focus sounds and 

common exception words for that week. Sound friezes added to the wall as sounds are 

learnt 

• In terms of adult directed tasks for a typical 6 week half term – 1 week assessing phonics, 1 

week looking at topic book and completing book review, minimum of 2 writing tasks. From 

the Spring term children will take part in a whole class short writing sessions based around a 

picture stimulus, at least once per half term.. Writing in Summer 2 is all done through the 

way in preparation for year one. 

• One piece of writing per half term will be put on the WOW wall. 

• Each half term we dedicate a week to assessing phonics. This involves a sound assessment, 

common exception word assessment (reading and writing) and assessment pages from their 

phonics workbook. This assessment page covers CVC and sentence dictation as well as 

reading CVC words and a sentence. 

 



Writing 

• Two phonics lessons a week are explicitly linked to writing. There is also an element of 

writing within the common exception word day. 

• When children are completing their adult directed writing task, the Literacy lesson will 

involve the teacher modelling a piece and displayed it in the golden writing frame. This 

demonstrates WAGOLL. This is recorded in their Literacy books. 

• A book plate in the Literacy book separates the work completed in each topic. 

• Within the classroom, there is a dedicated writing table. 

• Golden writing box challenge is set every week. As the year goes on, the expectation 

increases in line with the curriculum. 

Reading 

• Two phonics lessons a week are explicitly linked to reading. There is also an element of 

writing within the common exception word day.  

• Each half term the teacher will hear the children read their phonics book to assess. This 

happens during ‘drop everything and read’ where the LSA supports children looking at books 

from the library. 

• Children have access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written 

materials) to ignite their interests. 

• Children visit the Library every week to choose a new library and phonics book. 

• Please see the Phonics Subject Guide for more information.  

Mathematics 

• Children participate in five maths carpet inputs a week. This follows the whole school 

Mathematics Mastery scheme. 

• In addition, children have five maths meetings a week, lasting for 10 minutes each. These 

are planned and focus on gaps in learning or pre-teaching for an upcoming unit. 

• Children will complete one adult directed task a week and this is recorded in their maths 

book. There is also an “idea for depth’ as a challenge. 

• Each term we dedicate a week to assessing maths. 

• There is a maths working wall within the class. This shows the current star words, big picture 

and other key representations. 

• Within the classroom, there is a dedicated maths table. 

• On a Friday afternoon once all the children have completed the directed task, the classroom 

adults will deliver interventions to any children with a Yellow aspect of the learning 

question. This is recorded through a post it note on the relevant page. 

• Please see the Maths Subject Guide for more information.  

 

Understanding the World 

• Children participate in three topic inputs a week. 

• The focus of the topic lessons will change each week to ensure coverage of Understanding 

the World (RE, History, Geography, Science) and Expressive Arts and Design (Art and DT). 

• Within the topic lessons, skills from the prime areas of the Early Years curriculum are applied 

in different contexts. 



• There is a topic working wall within the class. This displays the learning/enquiry questions 

for that half term, key science vocabulary and other topic related resources.  

• Children will complete one adult directed task a week and this is recorded in their topic 

books. There is also a “higher order thinking skill” as a challenge. 

• Within the topic book, a book plate separates the work completed in each topic. This 

highlights the key learning that will take place that half term. 

• Children also attend one whole school assembly a week where the focus is on a national 

event or celebration. Examples include Diwali, Walk to School week, Remembrance Day, 

Roald Dahl week.  

• Please see the Science and Humanities Subject Guides for more information.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

• Children are provided with open ended opportunities to extend their expressive arts and 

design experience through role play opportunities within the classroom spaces.  

• Children participate in one music lesson a week. This follows the whole school Charanga 

scheme. 

• Further opportunities for music, song and dance are built into the daily routine.  

• There is a dedicated art table in each classroom where children can draw, make pictures and 

models through using a variety of textiles and resources. 

• Within the three topic lessons week, the focus of the topic lessons will change each week to 

ensure coverage of Understanding the World (RE, History, Geography, Science) and 

Expressive Arts and Design (Art and DT). 

 

Parents as partners 

• We recognise and value the important role parents play in education as they know their 

child best. Consequently, we encourage parents to engage in an active partnership with the 

school. This results in a positive impact on the child’s development and parents that feel 

secure to share important information, seek advice, help and support should they need it. It 

helps the child to feel safe and secure while in the setting if they see that their parents feel 

comfortable there. It creates a shared level of expectation, improves the child’s outcomes 

and ensures every child has their individual needs met. The success of this strong 

partnership is based on a two-way flow of information, knowledge and expertise.  

• This takes place through two parents evening a year, end of year report and Tapestry for 

sharing experiences within school. 

• Parents also receive a half termly overview where they can see what will be taught that half 

term. 

• In addition, homework challenge grids are sent out each half term. These challenges are 

based on current learning and the families have a choice each week which ones they 

complete. 

 

 

 



Assessment 

• We carry out the government baseline within the first six weeks of school. We also complete 

our own baseline assessment. 

• Data against all aspects of learning is submitted at the end of each term. 

• Interventions are carried out within the classes. The focus of interventions is dependent on 

the needs of the children but may cover phonics, fine motor skills, maths, speech and 

language.  

• All members of staff within the classroom are heavily involved with all aspects of the day, 

especially during carpet inputs to support children’s next steps. 

How we support children in EYFS using the ‘Five a day principle’ 

 

1. Explicit Instruction  

✓ We use clear, simple language when giving instructions. Visual cues are used 

alongside, where appropriate. 

✓ A visual timetable is displayed in every class. This allows children to identify 

at what point in the school day it is and what will come next.   

✓ In our topic lessons, we have key words for each week. This is represented 

through dual coding, where the word and a supporting picture is displayed. 

Dedicated time at the start of each topic lesson is given to explore the 

definitions of these words. 

✓ Within each Literacy lesson, we have a “Word of the Week.” We look closely 

at the word such as thinking about its meaning, using it in a sentence, 

synonyms. This is often linked to the topic focus for the week and acts as a 

pre-teach.  

✓ Each maths lesson begins with sharing the star words. For the talk task, a star 

sentence is provided for the children to use.   

 

2. Cognitive and metacognitive strategies 

✓ Through our timetable, children receive short carpet inputs (which increase 

throughout the year) and then have opportunities to apply their learning 

independently. 

✓ We carefully consider what knowledge and skills we intend for the students 

to acquire in a lesson and ensure that the task matches the learning question. 

This ensures that we avoid cognitive load.  

✓ We use the 5 Bs of Beaulieu to encourage students to help themselves in 

lessons. (Appendix 1) 



✓ Children complete a self-assessment for each workbook task, starting from 

the Summer term.  

✓ Maths meetings support cognitive load and spaced practice through revisiting 

concepts previously taught or pre-teaching key skills for an upcoming lesson. 

 

3. Scaffolding  

✓ In some lessons, some students are given/ offered resources that will support 

them in achieving the success criteria e.g. instruction sheets.  

✓ Students also have access to additional adults, where necessary.  

✓ Children are aware of the resources and manipulatives within the classroom 

that they can access to help them. Within a lesson, key manipulatives are 

provided for  the children specific to that task.   

✓ There is a maths working wall within the class. This shows the current star 

words, big picture and other key representations. 

✓ There is a phonics working wall within the class. This shows the current focus 

sounds and common exception words for that week. Sound friezes added to 

the wall as sounds are learnt. 

✓ There is a topic working wall within the class. This displays the 

learning/enquiry questions for that half term, key science vocabulary and 

other topic related resources.   

 

4. Flexible grouping 

✓ We complete focus workbook tasks 1:1, and this can increase to small group work 

throughout the year, should this fit the individual. 

✓ Children can sometimes be given pre/ post teaching of part of a lesson if they are 

identified as needing additional support.  

✓ In topic lessons, all children are able to access the mastery HOT challenge if they are 

ready to move their learning on.  

✓ Children are paired with mixed ability partners and this is adapted to suit the needs 

of the children.  Talk partners are used regularly in all different inputs to support 

children in listening and responding to their peers appropriately. 

✓ There is also an “idea for depth’ as a challenge as part of the maths weekly book 

task. 

 

 



 

 

5. Use of technology 

✓ In phonics lessons each day there is specific section which is completed through a 

programme. 

✓ We have an interactive whiteboard for children to use in class and this includes 

games such as Phonics Play. 

✓ In maths lessons, we use a visualizer and class whiteboard to demonstrate and show 

modelled examples.   

✓ Children participate in one computer lesson per half term. 

 

 



Appendix 1 


