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                                             THE BEAULIEU PARK SCHOOL – EYFS POLICY  

     
   

At The Beaulieu Park School our aim is to equip every student with the knowledge, drive and character 

necessary for success at university and beyond. The Reception Year at The Beaulieu Park School 

provides the foundation for all future learning.  We aim to give children the broad range of knowledge 

and skills that provide the right foundation for excellent future progress through school and life.  To 

ensure this, learning and development opportunities are planned around the needs and interests of 

each child and are assessed and reviewed regularly.  Adults respond to each child’s needs and interests, 

guiding development through warm, positive interactions in stimulating, well-resourced indoor and 

outdoor environments.    

    

In the Reception Year it is the adults’ role to teach, support, stimulate and extend children’s learning 

through initiating and extending experiences and interacting skilfully and sensitively with children to 

scaffold, support and enhance learning.    

    

We have developed a specific Early Years curriculum which combines the development of personal, 

social and emotional skills, opportunities for child-initiated learning and a broad curriculum with daily 

mathematics, phonics and topic-based sessions.     

    

We aim to meet each child's needs by:    

    

• caring for the whole child, their health (both physical and mental), their feelings, their thinking 

and their all-round emotional and spiritual development    

    

• ensuring each child has the opportunity to develop the skills, knowledge and understanding to 

achieve success and to build a thirst for lifelong learning    

    

• teaching the foundations of reading, writing and maths that will develop basic skills and also 

enable access to the wider curriculum    

    

• providing a stimulating environment, indoors and out, providing a plethora of opportunities 

for children to be curious, ask questions and to be eager to discover and learn    

    

• providing opportunities and time for children to pursue their own interests and time to interact 

and share with others    

    

• providing opportunities for each child to make choices and decisions to develop their 

independence    

    

• providing a rich variety of cultural experiences including resources and stories which reflect 

different cultures and backgrounds    

    



• creating a purposeful atmosphere, where teachers can focus on teaching and pupils on 

learning   

 

• Ensuring that parents are given many opportunities to support their child’s learning outside of 

school and make contributions to their children’s learning journey.   

   

   

Curriculum Content    

 

Throughout the primary phase of the school we aim to develop a love for reading and books so we 

offer a book-based curriculum. Reading is something that we are passionate about and we believe is 

the key to unlock learning across all curriculum areas. Every half term a new book is introduced to the 

children and the teaching team plan with the children, taking into account their interests and ideas. 

Teachers and Learning Support Assistants then ensure that children have access to a wide range of 

activities that promote progress in each area of learning.    

   

Three Prime Areas    

   

Communication and Language – children develop skills and confidence in speaking and listening in a 

range of situations.    

Physical Development – children develop their co-ordination, control, and movement through being 

active.    

Personal, Social and Emotional Development – within clear boundaries, children form positive 

relationships, develop social skills and respect for others and understand appropriate behaviour.     

    

Four Specific Areas     

   

• Literacy – through the daily phonics lesson (Rocket Phonics) children link sounds and letters 

and begin to read and write.  In addition to this, there are weekly literacy sessions and planned 

opportunities for small group and individual reading with a member of staff.  Fine motor skills 

development and handwriting are also formally taught and practised.    

    

• Mathematics – through daily maths lessons (Mathematics Mastery), every child is actively 

involved in a whole class/ group session which includes a recap on previous learning, the 

introduction if new concepts and vocabulary and a talk task (with a partner). In addition to this, 

children take part in regular group and individual focused maths experiences alongside an 

adult. Daily ‘maths meetings’ are also planned in which include conversations about number, 

‘everyday’ maths and oral rehearsal of number sequences and patterns.    

    

• Understanding the World –finding out about physical world and their community through 

opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology, and the 

environment.     

    

• Expressive Arts and Design – exploring a wide range of media and sharing their thoughts, ideas 

and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and 

design and technology.    

   



Children learn through    

   

• Playing and exploring    

• Learning actively    

• Creating and thinking critically    

    

Teachers make professional judgments about the balance between activities led or guided by adults 

and those led by children. This balance shifts towards more activities led by adults as children move 

towards Year 1.    

   

• Adult-led activities are those which are directed by the adult and teach specific skills, such as 

demonstrating how to use tools or equipment.  In Reception classes, daily teaching of literacy 

and maths starts from the outset and is a key part of our curriculum.    

• Adult-guided activities are those which the adult initiates.  These activities are often playful or 

experiential. They are open ended and should motivate a keen interest in learning.    

• Child-initiated experiences take place within an environment which adult has set up and 

carefully- planned for but will be wholly decided upon by the child, based on the child’s own 

motivation and remain under the child’s control.    

    

Environment 

    

Children have daily well-planned, stimulating learning environments, indoors and outdoors, which 

provide a range of resources, materials and are freely and easily accessible. These environments give 

children opportunities to be active and physical and also quiet and reflective. Each classroom has a 

high proportion of chairs and tables and also carpeted areas for children to engage in activities.     

   

The areas of learning in the environment include the following:    

   

• Role play area    

• Reading area    

• Graphics or mark making area    

• Mathematical area    

• Investigation area linked to our world    

• Construction area    

• Small world area    

• Creative area (including music)   

• Malleable area    

• ICT area    

• Areas for ‘loose parts’ exploration   

   

   

It is equally important to develop learning opportunities outdoors to provide learning opportunities 

for: the acquisition of gross motor skills, taking risks, fostering a love of nature and the environment, 

large play which is not possible indoors environment and physical fitness.     

   

 



 Assessment    

   

Ongoing assessment plays an important part in helping teachers and Learning Support Assistants 

recognise children’s progress, understand their needs, and plan activities and support.  Our on-going 

assessment (formative assessment) using assessment trackers is an integral part of the learning and 

development process.    

    

During the first few weeks of the children starting school, teaching staff complete a baseline 

assessment for each child. The statutory government baseline is also undertaken by October half term. 

This assesses what stage of development the child is currently working at on-entry in each of the areas 

of learning mentioned above. These assessments are recorded using our assessment trackers and are 

discussed with families during the first parent consultation (or sooner if there are any concerns).   

   

Pupils are assessed through on-going observations, either pre-planned activities or spontaneous 

events, which all staff contribute to and record.  Staff observations, together with examples of the 

child’s work, dialogue with the child and any input from their parents/ carers is used throughout the 

year to build up a profile for each individual pupil’s Early Years Foundation Stage profile. The Early Years 

Foundation Stage Profile is the statutory assessment required for every child by the end of the 

Reception year.    

    

The class teacher and learning support assistant team carries out regular summative assessments 

during the Reception Year, across all aspects of learning and development and tracks children’s 

progress in each aspect of the three prime areas and each aspect of the specific areas (17 Early Learning 

Goals in total).  At the end of each term, the class teacher will send parents/carers a report via Tapestry 

to inform them of their child’s progress and attainment in each aspect of the Early Learning Goals, 

together with individual targets for further improvement.  Families will also be invited to attend shared 

learning sessions and parent consultations throughout the year.   

   

We expect all children to make at least good progress from their starting points. Individual children’s 

progress will be closely monitored by the class teacher throughout the year. Each teacher will meet 

with the Head of School each term to identify children requiring additional support and challenge. 

Children who are at risk of not meeting their end of year expectations or who are not making expected 

progress will be closely tracked and additional support will be put in place.     

   

It is a statutory requirement that by the end of June, each child’s level of development is assessed 

against the 17 Early Learning Goals.  Teachers indicate whether children are meeting ‘expected’ levels 

of development or not yet reaching expected levels: ‘emerging’.  To monitor the accuracy of the levels 

given, our staff work in collaboration with other Chelmsford Learning Partnership schools and other 

local schools.  Every year 25% of schools nationally are externally monitored.    

   

Year 1 teachers are given a copy of the children’s profile reports, together with a short commentary on 

each child’s skills and abilities in relation to the three key characteristics of effective learning. These 

inform a dialogue between Reception and Year 1 teachers about each child’s stage of development 

and the learning needs to assist with the planning of activities in Year 1.   

    

    

    

    

    



  

Curriculum – These are the end of year expectations for Reception. For children to have achieved a ‘Good level of 

development’ they need to have met the early learning goal in: 

- Personal, social and emotional development 

- Communication and language 

- Physical development 

- Literacy 

- Mathematics  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

     
 

 

 

 

 



Reception Transition arrangements   

Shortly after a child is offered a place at The Beaulieu Park School families will be invited to an 

information evening. Here, they will sign up for several events which will prepare the student and their 

families for the ‘Reception’ year at school.    

• A garden visit - where the Head of School, Deputy Head of Primary and Early Years Foundation 

Stage Lead meet all children and their family members at home to discuss interests, 

information specific to the individual child and any questions or concerns.   

• A ‘stay and play’ session where the child spends a short period of time with 5 other children 

from their class.    

• Where there have been significant concerns about a child’s development and needs, a visit will 

also be made to a nursery, preschool, or childminder, with the Early Year Foundation Stage 

Lead and Special Educational Needs Coordinator.   

In general, all children will begin their Reception year full time in September. The first week of school 

the children say for either morning or afternoon sessions, with the aim of starting full time the second 

week in September. 

 

Where there are concerns raised by families, other settings or the Head of School, these are carefully 

discussed with all parties involved and a reduced timetable may be considered in the short term.   


