
Literacy activity 1 – Inverted commas   

Last half term, we wrote our own stories based on the story ‘Beowulf’. In order to become authors, we practised 

writing speech correctly using inverted commas and other punctuation.  

Here are some examples of correctly written speech:  

 

It is important to make sure to have a piece of punctuation before 

the second set of inverted commas (sometimes referred to as the 

99).  

This can be a comma, question mark or exclamation mark if the 

reporting clause is at the end. 

It can be a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark if the 

reporting clause is at the beginning.  

 

 

 

Use this knowledge to correctly punctuate the following sentences:  

1) Who  dares  grab  my  arm  shrieked  Grendel  

2) Beowulf  replied  It  is  I!  The  brave  and  mighty  Prince  Beolwulf  

3) Grendel  roared  Let  me  go  at  once 

4) I  will  defeat  you  replied  Beowulf  confidently  

 

Literacy activity 2 – Fronted adverbials 

 

            

In Year 4, one of the writing objects is to use fronted 

adverbials with commas. Here is some information 

about fronted adverbials:  

A comma is used to separate the fronted adverbial from 

the rest of the sentence.  

We would like you to write a description of this 

rainforest using fronted adverbials.  



 

 

Here are some examples to 

help you.  

 

 

 

Literacy activity  3 – Explanation texts  

Last half term, we looked at the book Until I met Dudley, which included lots of 

interesting explanations of how everyday objects work.  

Based off of this book and our Science learning, we wrote explanation texts about how a 

torch works. Research an appliance of your choice and write an explanation of how it 

works.  

Top tips: 

- Include a labelled diagram  

- - Write the steps of the process in chronological order  

- - Use fronted adverbials to begin your sentences  

This is an example from the Until I met Dudley book:  



 

 

Maths activity 1 – Short multiplication 

Last half term we learned the short multiplication method. 

We followed these top tips:  

- Line up your numbers according to place value (similar to column addition).  

- Start by multiply the ones of the first number by the multiplier.  

- If the answer is greater than 9, regroup (the same as you would in column addition). 

- Then multiply the tens of the first number by the multiplier. 

- Remember to add any numbers you regrouped.  

Example: 

 



 

We would like you to try these calculations. Remember to set them 

out as short multiplications.  

 

 

Maths activity 2 – Short division 

Last half term, we also learned the short division method (you may 

have heard it be referred to as the bus stop method).  

 

We followed these top tips:  

- Place the first number from your calculation inside the bus stop (96) and the divisor on the outside (4).  

- Begin by dividing the first number inside the bus stop, by the divisor (9 divided by 4). You can also think of 

this in terms of ‘How many 4s are there in 9?’.  

- The division may have a remainder in the answer. This will need to be regrouped. ( 9 divided by 4 = 2 

remainder 1, I place the 2 above the 9 and regroup the 1 to the next column).  

- We continue by moving to the next column and dividing that by the divisor.  

 

We would like you to try these division using the short division method. 

1) 684 ÷ 6 = 2) 987 ÷ 7 = 

3) 896 ÷ 8 = 4) 675 ÷ 3 = 

5) 572 ÷ 4 =  6) 792 ÷ 3 = 

7) 318 ÷ 6 = 8) 364 ÷ 7 = 

 

Maths activity 3 – Bar charts  



Last half term, we also had a maths topic covering reading and interpreting graphs. Have a go at the following 

activity:  

 

 

 


