
 Art and Design knowledge and skill progression grid 

Skills Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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I can begin to 
record and 
explore ideas 
from first hand 
observations.  
 
I can talk about 
my work using 
new words that I 
learn.  
 
I can begin to ask 
questions about 
my work.  
 
I can listen to the 
ideas of others 
and work 
alongside them.  
 
I am beginning to 
show resilience if 
things don’t go to 
plan.  
 
I can return to 
and build on 
previous learning.  
 
 

I can record and explore 
ideas from first hand 
observations. 
 
I can ask and answer 
questions about my work.  
 
I can develop my ideas- 
trying things out and 
changing my mind.  
 
I can explore the work of 
artists, craftspeople and 
designers.  
 
Project 1- Wassily 
Kandinsky  

 
 
Project 2- Faith Ringgold   

 
 
Project 3 Tony Capellan  

 
 

 
 

I can record and explore 
ideas from first hand 
observations. 
 
I can ask and answer 
questions about my work. 
 
I can develop my ideas- 
trying things out and 
changing my mind.  
 
I can explore the work of 
artists, craftspeople and 
designers.  

 
 

Project 1- Eliane Monnin  

 
Project 2- Katsushika 
Hokusai  

 
 
Project 3-  Andrea Hunter 

 
 
 

I can select and record 
from observation, 
experience and 
imagination.  
 
I can ask questions and 
make observations about 
starting points and select 
ideas to use in my work.  
 
I can explore the work, 
roles and purposes of 
artists, craftspeople and 
designer working in 
different times and 
cultures.  
 
 
 
Project 1- Andy Warhol  

 
Project 2-David Hockney   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project 3- Kate Malone  

I can select and record 
from first hand 
observation, experience 
and imagination, and 
explore ideas for different 
purposes. 
 
I can question and make 
thoughtful observations 
about starting points and 
select ideas to use in my 
work.  

 
I can explore the work, 
roles and purposes of 
artists, craftspeople and 
designer working in 
different times and 
cultures.  
 
Project 1-Henri Matisse 

 
Project 2-Barbara 
Hepworth  

 
Project 3-Pauline Baynes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can select and record from first 
hand observation, experience 
and imagination, and explore 
ideas for different purposes. 
 
I can question and make 
thoughtful observations about 
starting points and select ideas to 
use in my work.  
 
I can explore the work, roles and 
purposes of artists, craftspeople 
and designer working in different 
times and cultures.  
 
Artists TBC 

I can select and record 
from first hand 
observation, 
experience and 
imagination, and 
explore ideas for 
different purposes. 
 
I can question and 
make thoughtful 
observations about 
starting points and 
select ideas to use in 
my work.  
 
I can explore the work, 
roles and purposes of 
artists, craftspeople 
and designer working 
in different times and 
cultures.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Artists TBC 
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 Drawings 

 Paintings 

 Prints  

 3-D 
models  

 Digital 
images 
 

 

 A painting in the 
style of Kandinsky 
for an art exhibition 
for families.  

 A weave with a 
theme around 
something that is 
special to us.  

 A class installation 
of under the sea 
creatures inspired 
by Capellan.  

 Design and create 
a clay pot to grow 
a bean-inspired by 
Eliane Monnin. 

 A print of a natural 
landscape of 
choice inspired by 
Hokusai. 

 A whole class felt 
dragon- each child 
makes a felt 
rubbing of a scale 
for the dragon 
using a group of 
colours.  

 A print inspired by 
Warhol that relates 
to ‘The First 
Drawing’. 

 A weave landscape- 
inspired by the 
works of Hockney.  

 A clay sculpture 
inspired by Kate 
Malone.  

 A textile collage 
inspired by Henri 
Matisse.  

 A necklace and 
brooch inspired by 
Hepworth/ and 
Viking art. 

 A modern-day 
front cover for The 
Lion, the Witch 
and the wardrobe. 

Outcomes- TBC Outcomes- TBC 
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I can explore, use 
and refine using a 
range of mark-
making tools.  

Lines and marks  
 
I can name, match and 
draw lines from 
observation.(1) 
 
Pencils, rubbers, crayons, 
chalk.  

Lines and marks  
 
I can invent new lines. 
 
I can draw on surfaces 
with a range of different 
media.  
 
 

Lines and marks 
 
I can make marks and 
lines with a wide range of 
drawing implements 
including: charcoal, pencil, 
crayon, chalk and pens.  

Lines and marks 
 
I can experiment with 
different grades of pencil 
to create lines and marks. 

Lines, marks, tone, form and  
Texture 
 
I can explore colour mixing and 
blending techniques with coloured 
pencils. 
 
I can use different techniques for 
different purposes i.e. shading or 
hatching.   
 

 
 

Lines, marks, tone, 
form and  
Texture 
I can explore colour 
mixing and blending 
techniques with 
coloured pencils. 
 
I can use different 
techniques for different 
purposes i.e. shading 
or hatching.   
 
I can start to develop 
my own style 

Form and shape 
I can observe and draw 
shapes from observation. 
(1) 

Form and shape 
I can draw shapes in 
between objects. (1) 
 
I can invent new shapes. 
(1)  
 

Form and shape 
I can begin to show an 
awareness of objects 
having a third dimension. 

Form and shape 
I can experiment with 
different grades of pencil 
and other media to draw 
different forms and 
shapes. 
 
I can begin to show an 
awareness of objects 
having a third dimension. 
 

Tone  
I can investigate tone by 
drawing light and dark 
lines.  

Tone  
I can investigate tone by 
drawing light and dark 
patterns and shapes. (3) 

Tone  
I can experiment with 
different grades of pencil 
and other implements to 
achieve variations in tone.  

Tone  
I can experiment with 
different grades of pencil 
and other implements to 
achieve variations in 
tone. 
 
I can apply tone in 
drawing in a simple way.  

Perspective and composition  
 
I am aware of simple perspective 
in my work.  
 
I am beginning to develop an 
awareness of composition, scale 
and proportion in my work; 
foreground and background.  

Perspective and 
composition 
 
I am aware of simple 
perspective in my 
work.  
 
I am beginning to 
develop an awareness 
of composition, scale 
and proportion in my 
work; foreground and 
background. 

Texture  
I can investigate textures 
by describing, naming, 
rubbing and copying. (1) 

Texture 
I can continue to 
investigate textures by 
describing, naming, 
rubbing and copying. 
(1,2,3) 

Texture 
I can create textures with a 
wide range of drawing 
implements.  

Texture 
I can apply a simple use 
of pattern and texture in a 
drawing. 
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I can begin to 
explore ideas 
using digital 
sources such as a 
tablet and 
computer.  

I can explore ideas using 
digital sources. 
 
I can record digital images 
using a digital camera. 
 
I can experiment with 
simple graphics packages 
to create images and 
effects with lines (by 
changing the brush size) 
and shapes (using the 
eraser, shape and filling 
tools).  
 
 
 

I can explore ideas using 
digital sources. 
 
I can record visual 
images using digital 
cameras and digital 
recordings  
 
I can use a simple 
graphics package to 
create images and effects 
with colours and textures. 
 
I can manipulate images.  
 
I can use basic selection 
and cropping tools.  

I can record and collect 
visual information using 
digital media. 
 
I can represent recorded 
visual images using 
software.  
 
I can use a graphics 
package to create images 
and effects with; 
 
Lines-by controlling the 
brush tool with increased 
precision. 
 
Changing the type of brush 
to an appropriate style.  
 
Shape- create shapes by 
making selections to cut, 
duplicate and repeat.  

I can record and collect 
visual information using 
digital media. 
 
I can represent recorded 
visual images using 
software.  
 
I can use a graphics 
package to create images 
with colour and texture- 
experimenting by making 
appropriate choices of 
special effects to create 
and manipulate images 
for a particular purpose.  

I can record and collect visual 
information using digital media. 
 
I can represent recorded visual 
images using software.  
 
I can use a graphics package to 
confidently manipulate images for 
a particular purpose.  

I can record and 
collect visual 
information using 
digital media. 
 
I can represent 
recorded visual images 
using software.  
 
I can import an image 
into a graphics 
package and then 
manipulate it to get the 
desired effect.  
 
I can present my work 
to others and act on 
their feedback to 
improve my work.  
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I can use paint to 
express my ideas.  
 
I can identify 
colours.  
 
I can begin to 
experiment with 
mixing colours 
and comment on 
the changes that I 
see.  

I can mix and match 
colours to artefacts and 
objects.  
 
I can work on different 
scales.  
 
I can experiment with tools 
and mixing media.  
 
I can identify primary 
colours by name. 
 
I can mix primary shades.  

I can use a variety of 
tools and techniques, 
including different brush 
sizes and types. 
 
I can mix and match 
colours to artefacts and 
objects.  
 
I can experiment with 
tools and techniques 
such as layering and 
scraping through.   
 
I can confidently identify 
primary colours by name. 
 
I can confidently mix 
primary shades. 
 

I can experiment with 
different effects and 
textures: blocking-in 
colour, washing, thickening 
paints for textual effect.  
 
I can work on a range of 
scales.  
 
I can confidently mix 
colours and know which 
primary colours to use 
when making secondary 
colours.  

I can experiment with 
different effects and 
textures with more 
confidence: blocking-in 
colour, washing, 
thickening paints for 
textual effect.  
 
I can work on a range of 
scales.  
 
I can create different 
effects and textures with 
paint according to what is 
needed for the task.  
 
I can mix and use tints 
(adding white) and 
shades.  
 

I can develop a painting from a 
drawing.  
 
I can create imaginative work 
from a variety of sources.  
 
Colour: I can mix and match 
colours to create effects.  
 
I can identify primary, secondary 
and complementary colours.  

I can carry out 
preliminary studies, 
trying out different 
media and materials 
and mixing appropriate 
colours.  
 
I can create 
imaginative work from 
a variety of sources.  
 
I can mix and match 
colours to create 
atmosphere and light 
effects. 
 
I can identify primary, 
secondary, tertiary, 
complementary and 
contrasting colours.  
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I can experiment 
with simple 
shapes and 
objects when 
printing.  

I can print with simple 
shapes and objects.  
 
I can print repeating 
patterns.  

I can print with a range of 
hard and soft materials: 
corks, barrels and 
sponges.  

 

I can make simple marks 
with rollers and printing 
palettes; mono printing.  

 

I can build repeating 
patterns and recognise 
patterns in the 
environment.  

 

I can create simple 
printing blocks.  

 

I can design repetitive 
patterns.  

 

I can experiment with 
overprinting.  

 

I can make rubbings to 
collect patterns and 
textures.   

I can print with a range of 
hard and soft materials: 
corks, barrels and 
sponges.  

 

I can make simple marks 
with rollers and printing 
palettes; mono printing.  

 

I can build repeating 
patterns and recognise 
patterns in the 
environment.  

 

I can create simple printing 
blocks.  

 

I can design repetitive 
patterns.  

 

I can experiment with 
overprinting.  

 
I can make rubbings to 
collect patterns and 
textures.   

I can create printing 
blocks using relief or 
impressed methods.  
 
I can create more 
complex repeating 
patterns.  
 
I can print with 2 colour 
overlays.  

I can create printing blocks using 
relief and impressed methods.  
 
I can create more complex 
repeating patterns.  
 
I can print with 2 colour overlays 
and experiment with 3 overlays. 

I can create printing 
blocks by simplifying a 
sketch idea.  
 
I can use relief and 
impressed methods. 
 
I can create prints with 
3 overlays.  
 
I can work on prints 
with a range of media. 
For example, inks, 
pens and paints.  
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I can begin to use 
fabric in my work 
to express my 
ideas.  
 
I can begin to 
apply decoration 
to my work. 
 
I can use a range 
of colours in my 
work.  

I can cut and shape fabric 
with scissors  
 
I can apply decoration 
using beads, buttons and 
feathers.  
 
I can apply colour by 
dipping, printing and fabric 
crayons.  

I can change and modify 
threads and fabrics; 
knotting, fraying, fringing 
and twisting.  
 
I can apply decoration 
using beads, buttons or 
feathers.  
 
 

I can change and modify 
threads and fabrics; 
knotting, fraying, fringing 
and twisting with 
increasing control and 
confidence.  
 
 

I can use a variety of 
techniques e.g. printing, 
dyeing, stitching and 
weaving to create 
different textural effects.  
 

I can confidently use a variety of 
techniques e.g. printing, resist 
methods, dyeing, stitching and 
weaving to create different 
textural effects.  
 

I can use and thread 
different grades of 
threads and needles.  
 
I can experiment with 
fabric printing e.g. 
Batik and glue printing.  
 
I can experiment with a 
range of media to 
overlap and layer, 
creating interesting 
colours, textures and 
effects.   
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I can begin to 
manipulate 
malleable 
materials e.g. 
play dough, 
plasticine and 
clay. 
 
I can begin to 
create 3-D 
models based on 
my knowledge 
and experiences 
of the world 
around me.  
 
I can use a range 
of tool safely and 
with increasing 
control e.g. 
scissors and glue.  
 
I can begin to join 
materials in 
different ways.  

I can manipulate malleable 
materials in a variety of 
ways, including rolling a 
kneading.  
 
I can explore sculpture 
with a range of different 
materials.  
 
I can manipulate malleable 
materials for a purpose.  
 
I can explore changing the 
surface of a malleable 
material building texture.  
 
I am aware of safety 
aspects and basic care of 
tools. 
 
I can experiment with 
constructing and joining 
recycled, natural and 
manmade materials.  
 
 
  

I can manipulate 
malleable materials in a 
variety of ways, including 
rolling a kneading.  
 
I can explore sculpture 
with a range of different 
materials.  
 
I can manipulate 
malleable materials for a 
purpose.  
 
I can explore changing 
the surface of a malleable 
material building texture.  
 
I am aware of safety 
aspects and basic care of 
tools. 
 
I can experiment with 
constructing and joining 
recycled, natural and 
manmade materials.  
 
I can use 2D shapes to 
create a 3-D form.  
 

I can plan, design and 
make models from 
observation and 
imagination.  
 
I can join materials 
adequately and construct a 
simple base for extending 
and modelling other 
shapes.  
 
I can experiment with 
creating surface patterns 
and textures in malleable 
materials on made items.  

I can confidently plan, 
design and make models 
from observation and 
imagination.  
 
I can effectively join 
materials in a range of 
ways and construct a 
simple base for extending 
and modelling other 
shapes.  
 
I can create surface 
patterns and textures in 
malleable materials on 
made items. 

I can shape, form, model and 
construct from observation and 
imagination.  
 
I can use recycled, natural, and 
man-made materials to create 
sculptures.  
 
I can plan a sculpture through 
drawing and other preparation 
work.  
 
I can develop skills in using 
malleable materials including 
slabs, coils, slips etc.  
 
I can produce intricate designs in 
malleable media.  

I can shape, form, 
model and construct 
from observation and 
imagination.  
 
I can use recycled, 
natural, and man-
made materials to 
create sculptures.  
 
I can plan a sculpture 
through drawing, 
creating mood boards 
and other preparation 
work.  
 
I can build on skills in 
using malleable 
materials including 
slabs, coils, slips etc.  
 
I can confidently 
produce intricate 
designs in malleable 
media. 
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I can begin to 
arrange and stick 
materials to 
different 
backgrounds.  
 
I can begin to 
select and use 
materials for 
different 
purposes.  
 
I can begin to 
work on different 
scales.  

I can create images from a 
variety of media.  
 
I can arrange and glue 
materials to different 
backgrounds.  
 
I can sort and use 
materials for different 
purposes (e.g. colour or 
texture). 
 
I can fold, crumple, tear 
and overlap papers.  
 
I can work on different 
scales. 
 

I can create images from 
a variety of media.  
 
I can confidently arrange 
and glue materials to 
different backgrounds.  
 
I can confidently sort and 
use materials for different 
purposes (e.g. colour or 
texture). 
 
I can carefully fold, 
crumple, tear and overlap 
papers.  
 
I can confidently work on 
different scales. 
 

I can experiment with a 
range of collage 
techniques such as 
tearing, overlapping, and 
layering to create images 
and represent textures.  
 
I can use collage as a 
means of collecting ideas.  

I can experiment with a 
range of collage 
techniques such as 
tearing, overlapping, and 
layering to create images 
and represent textures.  
 
I can use collage as a 
means of collecting ideas 
and information and 
building on visual 
vocabulary. 

I can add collage to a painted, 
printed or drawn background.  
 
I can use a range of media to 
create a collage.  
 
I can use different techniques, 
colours and textures. 
 
 

I can use collage as a 
means of extending 
work from initial ideas. 
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I can begin to 
review my work 
and say what I 
like about it.  

 

I can talk about 
the work of 
others.  

I can review what I have 
done and say what I think 
and feel about it. 

I can identify what I might 
change about my work.  

I can review what I and 
others have done and 
say what I think and feel 
about it.  

 

I can identify what I might 
change about my work or 
develop in future work.  

I can compare ideas in my 
own and others’ work and 
say what I think or feel.  
 
I can begin to adapt my 
work according to my 
views and describe how I 
might develop it further.  

I can compare ideas, 
methods and approaches 
in my own work and the 
work of others, saying 
what I think and feel.  
 
I can begin to adapt my 
work according to my 
views and describe how I 
might develop it further. 
 
I can begin to annotate 
preliminary work or 
sketches.  
 

I can compare ideas, methods 
and approaches in my own work 
and the work of others, saying 
what I think and feel.  
 
I can adapt my work according to 
my views and describe how I 
might develop it further. 
 
I can annotate preliminary work 
or sketches.  
 

I can compare ideas, 
methods and 
approaches in my own 
work and the work of 
others, saying what I 
think and feel.  
 
I can adapt my work 
according to my views 
and describe how I 
might develop it 
further. 
 
I can annotate 
preliminary work or 
sketches.  
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Drawings 
 
Paintings 
 
Photos of 3D 
Models   
 
Sketch books 
 
Speech bubbles – 
Adult recorded 
 
Post-its (Adult 
recorded) 
 
Subject specific 
vocab. 
 
Collage 
 
Various forms of 
printing 
 
Range of 
resources. 
 
A display 

Drawings 
 
Paintings 
 
Photos of 3D Models   
 
Sketch books 
 
Speech bubbles – Adult 
recorded 
 
Post-its (Adult recorded) 
 
Subject specific vocab. 
 
Collage 
 
Various forms of printing 
 
Range of resources. 
 
A display  

Drawings 
 
Paintings 
 
Models – Photos of 
 
Sketch books 
 
Speech bubbles – Adult 
/child recorded 
 
Subject specific vocab. 
 
Various forms of printing 
 
Large Scale art  
 
Sewing  
 
Range of resources. 
 
A display 

Drawings 
 
Paintings 
 
Colour Wheel 
 
Models – Photos of 
 
Evidence of planning 
process 
 
Subject specific vocab. 
 
Sketch books 
 
Speech bubbles  
 
Sewing 
 
Various forms of printing 
 
ICT evidence  
 
Range of resources. 
 
A display 

Drawings 
 
Paintings 
 
Colour chart  
 
Models – Photos of 
 
Evidence of planning 
process, questioning, 
comparison.  
 
Subject specific vocab. 
 
Sketch books 
 
Speech bubbles  
 
Sewing  
 
Various forms of printing 
 
Range of resources. 
 
A display 
 

Drawings 
 
Paintings 
 
Colour chart  
 
Models – Photos of 
 
Evidence of planning process, questioning, comparison, 
evaluation. 
 
Subject specific vocab. 
 
Sketch books 
 
Speech bubbles  
 
Sewing – Large scale e.g. Patchwork (Groups) 
 
Various forms of printing 
 
Range of resources. 
 
A display 


