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           THE BEAULIEU PARK SCHOOL – ADMISSIONS POLICY 

         

The Beaulieu Park School is an ‘all through school’, children who attend the school in the primary 

phase are guaranteed a place in the secondary phase.         

Part 1 of this policy relates to the Primary Phase            

Part 2 of this policy relates to the Secondary phase             

PART 1 - Primary           

Admissions Numbers           

The school has an admissions number of 60 for entry in Reception.           

The school will accordingly admit this number of pupils if there are sufficient applications. Where 

fewer applicants than the published admission number are received, the Academy Trust will offer 

places at the school to all those who have applied.           

Application Process           

If your child is due to start school for the first time in Reception from September 2024, the admissions 

timetable will be in accordance with the Essex County Council Primary Schools Admission Timetable 

2024-2025. Online applications open on 8th November 2023. Offer letters will be sent directly from 

the Essex County Council on the 19th April 2024              

Applications for admission to Reception must be made direct to the Local Authority by the closing date 

published in the Primary Education in Essex booklet. For further details visit 

www.essex.gov.uk/admissions          

Applications for September 2024 must be made by 15th January 2024.            

PART 2 - Secondary           

Admissions numbers           

The school has an admissions number of 180 for entry in Year 7.           

The school will accordingly admit this number of pupils if there are sufficient applications. Where 

fewer applicants than the published admission number are received, the Academy Trust will offer 

places at the school to all those who have applied.           

Application Process           

If your child is due to start secondary school for the first time from September 2024, the admissions 

timetable will be in accordance with the Essex County Council Secondary Schools Admission 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


Timetable 2024-2025. Online applications open on 10th September 2023. Offer letters will be sent 

directly from the Essex County Council on the 1st March 2024.          

Applications for admission in Year 7 must be made direct to the Local Authority by the closing date 

published in the  Secondary Education in Essex booklet. For further details visit 

www.essex.gov.uk/admissions       Applications for September 2024 must be made by 31st October   

2023.           

Oversubscription Criteria           

When the school is oversubscribed, after the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care 

plan or a Statement of Special Educational Needs naming the school, priority for admission will be 

given to those children who meet the criteria set out below, in priority order:           

1: Looked After Children and previously looked after children:      

A ‘looked after child’ or a child who was previously looked after but immediately after being looked 

after ceased to be so because they were adopted or became subject to a child arrangements order 

or special guardianship order will be given first priority in the oversubscription criteria, ahead of all 

other applicants, in accordance with the School Admissions Code 2014. A looked after child is a child 

who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local 

authority in the exercise of their social services functions (as defined in Section 22(1) of the Children 

Act 1989).            

2: Children with a sibling attending the school:      

A relevant sibling is a child who has a brother, sister, adopted brother or sister or stepbrother or 

stepsister living in the same family unit in the same family household and address who attends The 

Beaulieu Park School in any year group, irrespective of place of residence.  Children residing in the 

same household as part of an extended family, such as cousins, will not be treated as siblings.      

Multiple sibling applications will be ranked by distance from the school, prioritising those that reside 

in the priority admissions area first.              

In the case of twins or triplets etc., both or all will be offered places.             

3: Children of Staff:       

a) Where the member of staff has been employed at the school for two or more years at the time at 

which the application for admission to the school is made, and/or      

b) The member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage            

4: Children living in the priority admission area:      

The Beaulieu Park School has a Priority Admissions Area. Within this criterion, children will be ranked 

in distance order for admission by straight line distance within the Priority Admissions Area. Those 

living nearer will have a higher priority, starting with the nearest first. All straight-line distances are 

calculated electronically by the local authority using data provided jointly by the Post Office and 
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Ordnance Survey. The data is used to plot the coordinates of each individual property and the school. 

Distances are reported in miles to three decimal places.            

In the unlikely event of applicants with an identical distance competing for a single place at a school, 

the place will be offered to one applicant on the basis of lots drawn by a member of school staff not 

involved in admissions, with the exception of twins, triplets etc.            

5: Remaining applications     Tie Break           

In the event of a tie break, priority will be determined by straight line distance from the home to 

school, with those living nearest having highest priority. If undersubscription should occur priority 

will be determined without regard to the Priority Admission Area.           

Random allocation will not be applied to multiple birth siblings (twins and triplets etc.) from the same 

family tied for the final place. We will admit them all, as permitted by the infant class size rules and 

exceed our PAN.           

     

Deferred Entry for Infants           

Parents offered a place in reception for their child have a right to defer the date their child is admitted, 

or to take the place up part time, until the child reaches compulsory school age. Places cannot be 

deferred beyond the beginning of the final term of the school year for which the offer was made.            

Children reach compulsory school age on the prescribed day following their 5th birthday (or on their   

5th birthday if it falls on the prescribed day). The prescribed days are 31 August, 31 December and 

31 March.           

Admission of children outside their normal age group           

Parents may request that their child is admitted outside their normal age group. To do so parents 

should include a request with their application, specifying why admission out of normal year group 

is being requested.           

When such a request is made, the school will make a decision on the basis of the circumstances of 

the case and in the best interests of the child concerned, taking into account the views of the parent 

and any supporting evidence provided.     

Waiting Lists           

The school will operate a waiting list. Where the school receives more applications for places than 

there are places available, a waiting list will operate. This will be kept by the Local Authority until the 

first week of the Autumn Term only and by the School for the remainder of the academic year. It will 

be open to any parent to ask for his or her child’s name to be placed on the waiting list, following an 

unsuccessful application.           

Children’s position on the waiting list will be determined solely in accordance with the 

oversubscription criteria. Where places become vacant they will be allocated to children on the 

waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription criteria. The waiting list will be re-ordered in 

accordance with the oversubscription criteria whenever anyone is added to or leaves the waiting list.           



If a place in a Year Group becomes available in Primary or Secondary, the school will contact the 

first family on the waiting list, as prioritised according to the oversubscription criteria. 

Please note, if a family are moving into a new residence, they are provisionally ranked on the wait 

list with the new address details (as long as proof of address has been received), with the date of 

move noted. Any offer of a place will be made to the child next on the wait list who is currently in 

residence. 

Where more than one child meets Criteria 2 (sibling within the school) the place will be offered to 

the child who resides closest to the school by straight line distance with priority first given to those 

residing inside the priority admission area, closest by straight line distance, then those residing 

outside the priority admission area, closest by straight line distance. 

   

Appeals           

All applicants refused a place have a right of appeal to an independent appeals panel constituted and 

operated in accordance with the School Admission Appeals Code. Appellants should contact Essex 

County Council should they wish to appeal the decision to refuse a place (please visit 

www.essex.gov.uk/admissions  for more information on how to appeal).  Appeals should be lodged 

within twenty days from the date of notification that the application was unsuccessful.      

If a parent has already had an unsuccessful appeal in the same academic year, in alignment with Essex 

County Council’s policy, we will not consider another application in the same academic year unless 

there have been significant and material changes in the circumstances of the parent, child or school, 

which could warrant a new application. These changes have to relate to the new application and not 

be connected with the result of the first application.               

Mid-year Admissions           

The Beaulieu Park School accepts mid-year admissions for Years R-11 if a vacancy occurs. The School 

maintains a Waiting List of those to whom we were unable to offer places in Reception and / or Year 

7, and, who indicate in writing that they would like to remain on the Waiting List. Mid-year 

applications are processed and incorporated into the appropriate year according to our Admissions   

Policy. 

 

PART 3 -  Sixth Form   

Students will be admitted into the Sixth Form (Year 12/13) at age 16 where the school agrees it is able to   

offer and resource a programme of study from which the student will benefit. Applicants will have a 

meeting with senior staff and offers of places will be made based upon the range of courses previously 

pursued and the grades achieved.  

    

Entry requirements for The Beaulieu Park School 6th form are a minimum of 40 points from the best 8 

GCSE subjects, including a minimum grade 4 in English Language and Maths.  

     

Entry requirements for individual courses can be found in the Sixth Form Prospectus. 
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The school reserves the right to admit a student to the Sixth Form where the entrance requirements have   

not been met. Exceptional circumstances may be taken into consideration.     

 

Applicants will sign an agreed working contract. 

      

Over Subscription to Sixth Form    

 

Offers will be made according to places available in the relevant teaching groups and subject to courses 

running to a maximum of 140 students. Where applications for admission exceed the 140 places available, 

the following criteria will be applied, in the order given, to determine which children to admit:   

• Looked After Children and previously looked after children 

A ‘looked after child’ or a child who was previously looked after but immediately after being 

looked after ceased to be so because they were adopted or became subject to a child 

arrangements order or special guardianship order will be given first priority in the 

oversubscription criteria, ahead of all other applicants, in accordance with the School 

Admissions Code 2014. A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, 

or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social 

services functions (as defined in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989).            

• Students currently attending the school.  

Where there are more internal applications than places available, applicants will be ranked 

according to their Average Point Score (APS) based on their GCSE grades.  

• External students where places are still available on that course.   

Where there are more external applications than places available, applicants will be ranked 

according to their Average Point Score (APS) based on their GCSE grades. 

     


